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LIFE b fe cbW per/ 



PART tlf E SECOifB. 



:.,! 



Avfj^ i^5/^Toj adSorv. 



A NEW aera opens in tlie history of the poet, from 
an incident that gave fresh ardour and vivacity 
to his fertile imagination. In 1781, he became 
Ticquainted with a lady, highly accomplished her- 
self, and singularly happy in animating and direct- 
5ng the fancy of her poetical friends. The world 
will perfectly agree with me in this eulogy, when I 
addi that to this lady we are primarily indebted for 
the poem of the Task, for the ballad of John Gilpin, 
and for the translation of Homer. But in my lively 
«;n^ of her merit, I am almosl forgetting my imraft*. 
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diatc duty, as the biographer of the poet, to intro- 
duce her circumstantially to the acquaintance of 
toy reader, 

A j4dy,,vhose nwne, ww Jpn^ j^a» one of 
the few neighbours admitted in the residence of the 
retired poet, She was the wife of a clergyman, who 
resided at the village pf Cliftop, within a mile of 
Olney, Her sister, the widow of Sir Robert Austen, 
Bart, came to pass some time with her in the sum* 
mer of 1781 ; and n^ the two ladies chanced to call 
at a shop in Olney, opposite to the house of Mrs, 
Unwin, Cowper observed them from his window.— 
Although naturally shy, and now rendered more so 
by his very long illness, he was so strticl^ with the 
appearance: of the stranger, that on bearing she vns 
sister to Mrs. Jones, he requested Mrs. Upwin to 
invite them to tea, So strong was his reluctance 
to admit the company of strangers,. that after be had 
occasioned this ii^vitation, he wasi for a long time un^. 
willing to join the iittle party ; but having forced 
himself at last to engage in conversation with Lady 
Austen, he was so reanimated by her colloquial 
talents, that he attended the ladies on their returfl 
to Clifton, and from that time continued to cultivate 
the jeg£jrd of his new acquaintance \vitb such as^« 
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^uous attention, that she soon received from him the 
£uniliar and endearing title of sister Ann. 

The great and happy influence^ which an in- 
cident, that seems at first si^ht so trivial» pfodaced 
veiy rapidly on the imagiBation of CowfMr, Will best 
appear from the Allowing epistle, which, soon after 
Lady Austen's return to Loti<k)n for the winter, the 
poet addressed to hef, dn the seventeenth ci De- 
i^ember, 1781. 

Detf Anna*— between fiiend and frieadf 

Prose answers every common end ; * 

Serves, in a plain and'bottiely way, 

T' express th' occurrence of the day ; 

Our health, the weather, and 

What walks we take, what books^ 

And all the floettng thoughts we £ad 

Upon the surfeoe tfthit mtnd* 



lOoksl^^Btej 



Ikit when a ^^oet takes the pen, 
Fsu* more aiive than dther men. 
He feels a gentle tinkling come 
JDown to hift finger and his thomb. 
Derived from nature's noblest part. 
The centre of a glowing heart : 
Attd thift is what the world^ who knows 
No flights above the pitch of fveeer 
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HJ9 more suWipp v^gatrfes sligbtiDg, 
Det]iomin|tes an itch for writing. 
>Jo wonder I, who scribble rhyme^ 
f o' 'catch the triflei-s of the time, 
'And tell them truths divine and clear, 
Which^ coucV^d inpi-ose, they will not beaj^ I 
Who labour/hfird to allure, ^nd^df^w, 
» Tie loiterers I never saw, 
Should fee^ that itching, and that tingling| 
\Vith all my purpose intermingling, 
To your intrinsic naerit true, 
When caird t' address myself to you* 

Mysterious are His ways, whose powey 
Pfii^gs forth that unexpected hour» 
When minds, thathiever met beforci 
Shall ifieet^^, and part no more : 
It is t]^HP|Pit of the skiqs, 
The hand of the Supremely Wis<e, 
That guides ^nd goyerns our affpctions, 
A»d plains and orders our connexions \ 
Directs us in our distant road. 
And marks the bounds of our abode, 
Tbus we were settled when you found u$| 
Peasants and children ^11 around ps, 
Not dreaming of so d^ar a friend, 
Peep in the aby§s of Silver-End,^ 

t An ohscurft part of Olney, adjoining to the re»idonce of Cowper, 
«|irhich faced tht market-pUce* 
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Thus Martba^ e'£n against her wiil^' 

PerchM on the top of yonder hill ; 

And you, though vou .must needs prefer 

The fairest sc^njs^ pf swc^t Sjaj><i.erjre,* 

Are come fron^ ^is^ant J^oire^ to chuse . 

A cottage on the banks of Ouse. 

This page of Providence, auite new. 

And now just op'niug to our vieWj 

Employs our present thoughts and pajn$ . . 

To guess, ai^d spell^ what it contains ; 

put day by day^ and year by year, 

Will n^Jce the dark aenigma clear ; 

And fumisl^ us, perh.£^s,.a|. last; 

JLijke other scenes already past^ j y 

With proof, that we, and our a^airs^ ' 

Are part of a Jehovah's cares: 

for God unfolds^ by slow degrees, 

The purport of his deep decrees^ 

Sheds every hour a clearer lighj; 

{n aid of o\ir defective sight ; 

And spreads, at length, before the Aoul^ 

A beautiful and perfect whole, 

Which busy man's inventive braia 

Joils to anticipate, in vain. 

Say, Anna, had you never l^nown, . 
Tbe beauties of a rose full blown, . 

i 

¥ Lady ^uUon*5 residence is ?r^Cf. ,.,, 

01. 'i ' M . ..»:»uv,<^ * ;. ;: ' 1;.. i 
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By lookiDg 09 ihie bod, descfy^ 

Or giie8», will^ a pfDfilietie power, 

Tbe future splendor of the flower ? 

Just so, th^ Omnipotenty who turii^^ 

The system of a worldV concerns. 

From mere mhiatiaer, can educe 

Erents of most important use ; 

And hid a dawning slsy display 

The blaze of a meridian day. 

The works of man, tend, one and all. 

As needs they must, from great and small ; 

And yanity absorbs at length 

The monuments of human strength; 

Uut who can tell, how vast the plan. 

Which this day's incident began ? 

Too smaU perhaps the slight occasion 

For our dim-sighted obsenration ; 

It pass'd unnotic'd, as the bird 

That cleaves the yielding air unheard, 

And yet may prove, when understoocl 

An harbinger of endless good* 

Not that I de^m, or mean to call 
Friendship, a blessing cheap, or small : 
But merely to remark, that ours, 
Like some of nature's sweetest Sowers, 
Rose from a seed of tiny size. 
That seemM to promise no such prize : 
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A transient visit ijiterveniog. 

And mude almost without a meaniDgf ^ . 

(Hardly the effect of incli nation. 
Much less of pleasing ex^iectation) 
ProducM a friendship, then begun. 
That has cemented us in one ; 
And placM it in ottr power to prove, 
^ By long fid^y Mid lovei 

That Soloinon has wisely spoken ; 
^^ A three-fold cord is Qot soon broken/' 

In tl^s interesting poem the aathor expresses 
a lively, and devout presage of the superior produc* 
tjons, that were t;o arise in the process of time, from 
a friendship so unexpected, and so pleasing ; hvA he 
does not seem to have been aware, in the slightest 
fiegree, of the evident dangers that must oatundly 
attend an intimacy so very close, yet perfectly inno* 
cent, betwipep a poet and two ladies, who, with very 
different mental powers, had each reason to flatter 
)>erself that she could agreeably promote the stu* 
flies, apd animate the fancy of this fa^inatipg bard. 

Genius of the most exquisite^ kind is aorne^ 
times, and perhaps generally, so modest, and diffi* 
derit, as to require continual solicitation and cncou* 
rsigjpment, frpm the voice qf sympathy^ and friendship, ] 
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to lead it Into pcrmament and successftil i^tertioa* 
Such was the genius of Cowper; and he therefore 
considered the chearful and animating society of 
his new accomplished friend, as a blessing confer- 
red on him by the signal favor of providence. 1 have 
reserved ,the follqwiHg letters, although of an earlier 
date than some of their predecessors, because they 
irpeak of Lady Austen, and could hot therefore ap- 
pear to advantage till the course df my narrative had 
rendered the reader acquainted with that interesting 
fedy. In speaking of Cowper's first volume, and 
the ch'cutnstances of it*s publication, I had occa- 
ifion to |>roceed beyond the period when his friend- 
•hip with Lady Austen commenced. In my firs^t 
dat? of that very important event I have discovered 
tud corrected, a little mistake which probably arose 
ftom a slight feiilure in the recollection of that lady, 
^hin she favored me with the particulars of her 
intercourse with the poet, whom she so happily in- 
spired. Their acquaintance was aiaid (m the first 
0ditioh of this book) to have arisen in September 
ITS 1) but the following letters cleariy pfrove that 
Cowper had been enlivened by the sc)ciety of this 
jmiraatin^ friend, at an earlier period,, - 
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To the ReV. WILLIAM UNWIN. ' 

: .' ^ > ^ ' ' ' July 99, 1782. 

• Having given the c^e yotf 
laid before me in your last all due consideration, I 
proceed to answer it,fiaiid inordea' to dear my way, 
shall, in-thefiist plface; set 'down my i^ensc ctfthbae 
passages^ iii scri|«ture^ whichil on a haity' perusal, 
seiem to. Qfe»h vvi<;hl the q)iaioa I am going to giv^-rr 
e^ If a man smite ope .«hqek;r turn ihi' other'"'— ^* If 
^'' he take thy cloai^f let ;bimi tbke tby coat alio.- '-4 
That, is, I suppose^ rather than on a vindictive prin- 
ciple, avail yourself of that r^oaedy; thd lawalloivs 
you, in the way of retaliation, for that was the siib^ 
ject imoiediately under the discussion of the speaker* 
Nothing is 3o contrary to the genius <^ the Gospel^ 
a»the;gratifieatiori of resentment and revenge, but I 
cannot easily persuade myself to think, that the Au- 
thor of that dispensation could possibly advise his 
followers to consult their own peace at the experice 
of the peace of society, or inculcate an universal ab- 
stinence, froia the use of lawful remedies, to the eur 
^our^ement^rfriniAry'and oppr^jsion. . .' 'j 
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St. Piaul again seemsr to condemii the practice of 
^oing to Law, " Why do ye not rather suffer wrong. 
&c/' but if we look again we ahall find, that a liti- 
gioaif t0nip€a: ifcad obtained, and was prevalent among 
the professors of the day. This be coDdeniiied, ^md 
Tf^ith good reason ; it. was unseemly to the last de- 
pee^ that tbedisoiplesof the Prince of Peace should 
worry and vex each other with, injurious tteatment^ 
ubA. ilonecessaiy dispbtesy to the. sckncEal of their 
religion in the eyes^ of the Heathen. ^ But surely he 
did not memj any more than his Master, in the 
place above alhided to, that tfaemo^h<mnless mem« 
bersoT society shmild receive no aidvafltage of its 
laws, or should be the only persons in the world 
who should derive no bene^t from thosia. institutions^ 
without which society cannot subsist. Neither of 
thein could mean to throw down the pate of j»opertyt 
and to lay the Christian part of the world open, 
throughout all j^s^ to the incui^ions^ of unlimitted 
violence and wrong. 

By this time you are suffik^iently aware that I 
think you have an indisputable jright to recover at 
few, what is so dishonestly withheld fkmiyou. The 
fellow, I suppose, has discernment eraoogh f o see a 
difference betwe^ you, and the generality of the 



Digitized by 



Google 



dteigy» aqd ^mtfiiog eiwmgti lo c o n o eifis fe pnrpoge ^ 
of . tiUEBing your oieekn^va and SMbeacBoeB to good 
accooat, aadof coinmg them into hard carti, wiiieb 
he sieam to put ia bis pocket* Bid; I vtoidd dk# 
appoint hioi, and shew faim^ that thoii^ha QirislSaa 
is sot ta be <|ttarrekoBMs, Jbe is not to be cunibi^d-^ 
and th^ though he is imt a worm h^an God« he 
is not such a worni^ as eveiy sel&h UQprineiplad 
vxetcfa may tread upon at hia pleasure. 

I lati^ he^ a stoiy fit>m a lady^ who n^ent 
mapy ye^ f)( her life in F(aiicei» somewhat to the 
piiesent puipo^. An A^t ;^lliveIaaUy esteemed 
{(X bis piety^ and especially $^ the meekness of his 
maoners, had yet undesjgqedl^ given mMfi offeAtxs> 
to a sbdliby feUow in his, parish. The man^ am** 
eluding he might do as he p|eased with sp terpvmg 
and gentle a character, struck him on one cheA^ 
and bade hm turn the other. The good man did ^ 
and when he had received the two 8laps^ which h« 
thought himself obliged 1» submit to^ turned agun» 
and beat him soundJy. I do not wish lo seeyott 
follow the French gentleman's example, but-I be» 
lieve nobody, that has heard the stoiy, condemns 
him much for the spirit he shewed^ upon the occa» 
«ion* 
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I hfui the reiatiorf from Lady Austen, sister t<J 
Mts^. Joney, wife* of therministep at Glifton. -iShe i^ 
a. moat ^greeaible 'woman vand ha& fklUii in love with 
yDwr'durthei^anliTOe-* in»onHich,.thaf I d6 not know 
hat sh^ may settle ^t CHi^ey. Yesterday Se'nnight 
wef all dined together in the Spihnie^^ most de^ 
Kghtful retirement, belonging to Mrs. Tnrogmortoit 
of Weston. Lady Austen's lacquey, and a lad that 
.waits on me in the garden^ drove a wheetbarroW- 
fall of eatables and drinkables to the scene of our 
File thampSl're. ' A board, ' laid over the| top of the 
wheelbarro^w^, sefved'usfora table ; our dining- rcioni 
was a rootJioufee^ lin^ with moss and ivv.' At sixT 
o'clock^ the servants, who Had dined under the great 
elm upon the ground, at a little distance, boiled the 
kettle, ahd^ tlie said wheel-barrow served us for a 
tea-table. We then took a walk into the wilder- 
ness, about half a mile off, and were at home again 
<i little after eight, having spent the day together 
from noon till evening, without one cross occur- 
Jfence, ot the least weariness of each other. An hap- 
piness few parties of pleasure can boast of. 

Yours, with our joint love, 

w.ci 
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. . LETTER II. 

' : • • • '♦ 
\n6 tbe ttev. WILLIAM IJNWIN. . . 

, „ August 25, 1781. 

]iY,I>EAB FRIEND, 

We r^oice with you sinc^ely 
in the birth of another son, and in the prospect 'you 
have of Mrs. Unwin's recovery ; may your three 
children, and the next three, when they shall make 
their appearance, prove so many blessings to their 
parents, and make you wish that you had twice the 
number. But what made you expect daily that you 
should hear from me ? Letter for letter is the law 
of all correspondence whatsoever, and because I 
wrote last, I have indulged myself for some time in 
expectation of a s|ieet from you.— -Not that I govern 
myself entirely, by the punctilio of reciproc&tion, 
but having been pretty much occupied of late, I 
was not sorry to find myself at liberty to exercise 
my discretion, and furnished with a gpofl excuse if 
I chuse to be ipilent. 

I expected, as you remember, to have been 

published last spring, and was disappointed. Th» 

delay has afforded me an opportunit^r to increase 

the quantity of my publication by about a third ; 

Vol. 2. B 
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«nd if my muse has not forsaken me, which I rather 
suspect I6:be 4be (S4se, m^y, possibly yet fid to it. 
I have a subject in hand, which promises me ar great 
'abundance of pOBtical matter, but which t for want 
ojF a something, I am not able to describe, I canhot 
at present proceed with. The name of it is ^ Ro^ 
tirimejaf* and my purpose, to recommend the prot 

"per improvement' of it, Wset forth the requisites for 
that end, and' to enlarge upon the happiness of that 
state of life, when managed as it ought to be. In the 
course of my journey through this, ample theme, \ 
should wish to touch upon the characters, the defi'^ 

^ciencies, and the mistakes of thousands, who eiitcar 
on a scene of retirement, unqualified for it inev^ry 
respect, and with such designs ad have no tendency 
to promote either ^ their own happiness, or that 
of others. But as I have told you before, there are 

'^times when I am no oiore a poet than I am a ma« 
thematician, and when such a time occurs, I always. 

' think it better to give up the point, tnan to labour 
it in vain. I shall yet again ' be obliged to trouble 

*yoa for franks^ The addition of three thousand 
linesj'or near that number, having occasioned a de- 
mand which I did hot always foiresee, but your 

' bbllging friendi'and your obliging self, having at- 
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ib^ed me tke fibetty of dpplicftlion, I ibake A widn 
iOut apology. 

The mlitud?, or rather tibe diiality ^ our coli^ 
dlition at Oltiey, seems drawing to a conclusum. 
You haV6 not forgot perhaps that the buildmg W^ 
inhabit consists of two mansions. And because yob. ' 
have only seen the inside of that part of it whicli is 
in ou^ occupation, I therefore inform you, that ^ 
other end. of it is by far the most supfeib^ as well as 
the most commodious. * Lady Austen has seen i^ 

• has set her heart upon it^ is going to fit it tip aad ^ 
6imish if, and if she can get rid of the reibaiaii^ 
two years of the lease of her London house, will 
probably enter upon it in a twelvemonth. You will 
be pleased with tht9 intelligehce, because I hffve 

' already told you that she is a woman perfectly weH'* 
bted, sensiUe, and in every respect agreeable ; and 
above all, because she loves your. mother dearly. It 

' has in my eyes (and I doubt ncit it will have the 
same in yours) Mrong mafks of providential itU^r- 
^K)sition. A female friend, and one who bids fair to 
prove herself worthy of the appellation, comes, re- 
commended by ^variety of considerations, to such 
a place as Olney. Since Mr. Newton went, and 
till this lady came, there was not in the kiofdrai a ^ 
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retkement more absolutely sach than ouis. We 

did not want company, but when it came, we found 
>it:«^reeahle. . A person that has seen much of the 
.worlds and omderstands it well^ has high spirits, a 
iliy^fy.&ncy, and great readiness of eonyersatioxi, 

introduces a sprightliness into such a scene ad this, 
riduch if.it was.peaceftil before, is not the wor^e for 
Jb^ing h, jiittle enlivened. In case of illness too, to 
r which aU are liaUe, it was rather a gloomy prospect, 
.if we aHoived ourselves, to advert, to it, that: there 
« was : hardly ^a woman in the place from whom it 
;:^ould have been reasonable tohavd expected either 

conifort or assistance. The present curate's wife^ is 

• a valuable person, bu4r.has ajfiunilyof bier own, and 
•though a neighbour, is not a very nbar oifce. Biat if 

* this plan is effected, we shall be in a matiner ^me fa- 
' ijEiily, and I suppose never pass a day without :smie 
- intercourse with each other. ^ 

^ ' Your Mother scind^i her. warm affections, and 
Welcomes into tl^eworld the new-b(»m William. 



YourS;i 

, My dear friend, 



" ' • V ''-' •'/•-> - • w.e. 
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LETTER III. ."* " ' 

To the Rev. WILLIAM UNWIN. 

Feb. 9, 17«i- 

^ I lliank you for Mr, Lowth*s 

verses. They are so good, that had I been pred^t 
wheil he sp<(ft@ theih, I should have trembled for 
the boj^, Ifest tfoe man should disappoint the hopes 
such early genius^had given birth to. It is not com- 
mon to see ' so -lively a faney so correctly managed^ 
and so free from irregular exuberance!; at so uhex^ 
perieneed an age, firuitful, yet aot wanton, aadgay 
without ^being taudry. When school-boys write 
^erse, if they have any fire at all, it generally spends 
itself 1ft flashes, aiid transient sparks, which may in- 
deed suggest an expectation of something better 
h^peafter, but deserve not to be much commended 
for any real merit of their own. Their wit is gene- 
tally forced and false^ and their sublimity, if they 
affect any, bombast, ^ I remeniber well when it was 
thus with me^ and when a turgid, noisy, unmeaning 
speech in a tragedy, which 1 should now laugh at^ 
»Sayrdedme raptures.^ aivl filled me with wonder, 'ft 
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is pot in general, till residing synd observation hav« 
settled the taste, that we can give the prize to the 
best writing, in preference to the woreit. Much lesa 
tie we able to execute what is good oursielvest But 
IiOwth seems to have stepped iqto ei^cellence. at 
oncei and to have gained by intuition, what we Htfle 
{oiU^a ar§ happy if we can learn at last, af^^ much 
^Qur of pur own, and instruction of Ptihfra.. Th^ 
^^omplinients he pays to tbemenuNy «£Ki»g Chlir]e«* 
^e would probably now retract* ^h^ngh he be. a 
|)|$hpp» and his maJesty^s z«al for episcopacy was <^e 
(if the causes of his FDin. An age or two 9iu«fc pass^ 
t^or^ some charaot^:s can be properly undeniitaod^ 
The spirit of party employs itself in veiling theiif 
iVi^tSj and ascribipg to them virtues, which |bey ne<* 
ver ^)08se8sed, See Charles's face drfiwn by. Clof 
Tepdoq, aiid it is a handsome portrait- Sep it iborp 
justly eifhibited by Mrs. Macaulay, and it is dejt 
formed tq a degree that shocks us, Every feature 
ej^presses cunning, employing itself in the main-^ 
taining of tyranny, and dissimulation, pretending it* 
self an advocate for truth, 

My letters have already apprised you of that 
elose and intimate connexion that took place be^ 
tween the lady you visited-in Queen Anpe 's street^ 
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and us. .Nothmg^ ^^v]^ be .more prom^ng, though 
sudden in th^ commenqement* She treated us witn 
a$ much unreservedness of communication, as if we, 
hfed been bom in the same house, and educated' to» 
gether. At her departure, she herself proposed ^ 
correspondence^nd because writing does not agree 
with your mother, proposed a correspondence with 
me. By her own desire I wrote' to her under t^ 
assumed relatida of abwithfr^ and she to me as my 
^istef. 

I thank you foir the search you have made after 
my intended motto, but I no longer need it. 

Our love is alw;ays with yourself ^tfidfemily, " 
Y/ows, my ^ear fricndi 

w.c; 



Lady Austen returned in the following sum^ 
mer to the house of her sister, situated on the brow 
of a hill, the foot of which is washed by the river 
Ouse, as it flows between Clifton and Olnfey. Her 
benevolent ingenuity was exerted to guard the spi- 
rits of Cowper from sinking again into th^t hypo« 
chondriacal dejection, to which, even in h^r c<Mn- 
pany« he still sometimes discovered m ^armin^ 
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tendency. To promote hi« occupation and amuse,' 
ment, she furnished hiiir with a small portable printr 
in^-pr€»3s, ^d lie gratefully sent her the following ' 
verses printed by himself, and enclosed in a billet, 
that alludes to the occasion, on which they were 
cpmposed-^ very unseasonable flood, that interrupt? 
cd th^ jcommunication lietween Clifton and Olney ! 



,. drp nfitpb the ftonni, and hear the 9ky . . 

G'lfo fll our almanacs tht lie ; 

To shake with cold, and see the plains 

In autumn' drowned with wintry rains ; * 

'Tis thus- 1 spend my moments here, 

And wish myself a Dutch mynheer { 

I then ihould have no need of wit ^ 

Ffir lumpish If olUnder unfit ! 

Nor should I then repine at mud. 

Or meadows deluged with a flood ; 

But in a bog live well content, 
. And ^d ft just my element ; , 

3hould be a clod, and not a man ( . 

Kor wish in vs^in for Sister Ann, 

With charitable aid to drag 

My mind out of its proper quag 

Should have the genius of a boor, 

And no ambition to liave more, /. { 
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^^ DEAR S^tSTJBR, 



. Vol) see my begini)in^-^I do 

no\, know^ bi^t in time, I may proceed Wep tp the 

, . \ - • •• • ' " ' ' ? 

* printing gf balfpemiy ballads-r-«xcu8e the qoarse*? 

jiess of my papf r— I wasted guph a (quantity, before 

1 could accomplish any thing legible, that I coul^ 

not aflford ftner. I intend to employ an ^ingenious 

mechanic of the town tp make me a longer case ; 

for you may observe, tli^t n»y lines turn up their 

^ails like Dutch mastiffs, so difficult do I find it to 

make the two halves exactly coincide with each 

other. 

We wait with ipipatience for the departure of 

this unseasonable flood. We think of you, and talk 

of you, but we can do qo mora, till the waters shall 

subside. I do not think our.corr^pondence should 

drop because we are within a jnile of each otbt^r. It 

is but an imaginary approximation, the flood having 

in reality as e^ectually parted us, as if the British 

Channel rolled between us. 

Yours; my dear sister, with Mrs, Unwinds best 

Jove. " ' 

■ . w.c, 

August 12, 1782. ; . 
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A flood that precluded him ftQUL the coBVerif^ ;, 
tion of sucK%n e;iliyening friend, was to Cowper ^ 
oetious evil ; but he was hpppilif relieved from;the : 
apprehension of such disappointment in future, by^ 
seeing the friend so pleasing and/so useful to him' 
very comfortably settled, as his next door neighbour. 
An event so agreeable to th^ poet, was occasioned^ 
by circumstanceis} of a painful nature, related in a let»' 
ter to Mn Unwin, which, though it bears no date of 
month or year, I am induced by these circumstances 
to introduce at present, thoiigh it was probably 
written after some of the subsequent lett^ers, 

LETTER IV. 

To the Rev. WIIj:.IAM UNWINr 

MT DS^AE WILLIAM, 

The modest terms in which 
you express yourself on the subject of Lady Austen's 
conmiendation, embolden me to add my suffrage to 
hers, and to cMifirm it by assuring you, that I think 
her. just, ana well founded in her opinion of you. 
The compliment indeed glances at myself ;' for were 
you less than she accouiits you, I ought not to afford 
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pw*th^'piue in toy 'eMeein^' wliich yirm/'l^ve he^ 
€0 long* Ky awn $agacity thsrefoM, and discern; 
^ent, sgre not a little conceraed upon the occaision^ 
fof-eitlieF you fesemble the picture, or I lmv« 
strangely mistaken my man, and formed an erroncf- 
ous judgmeilt of bis character, With^r^pect to youi 
£ice and figure ipdeecjl^ there I leave the ladies t# 
determine, as being natufdly beat qualified to de^ 
(4de the point ; but whether you are perfectly th« 
man of sense, and the gentleman^ is. a queMioti* in 
which I am as muoh interested as th^y, and which, 
you being my friend, I ^im of course prepaied to 
settle in your favor. The lady (whom, when you 
know her as well, you will love as much as we do) 
is, s^d has been, dnring the lat&t fortnight, a part of 
Qva familyt Before she was perfectly restored to 
health, she petnrned to Clifton. Soon after she 
<3ame back, Mr^ Jones had occa«on. to goto-Lon- 
4pn. . No sooner was he gone, than the Chateai^ 
being left without a garrison, was besciged as regU4 
Jarly as the night came on, Villains were both 
heard a^d seen in the garden, and at the doors and 
Windows; The kitchen window in particular wag 
^ttemptedy £ix>m which they took a complete pane of 
j^ass, e:Kactly opposite to the iron by which ift wan 
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fiistened^ ; but/ providentially the • windo^r bad hem 
nailed to! the wood-work, in order to k^ep it clOse, 
^nd that the air might be excluded ; tbu^i they w^tn 
disappointed, and being discovered. by the inaidi 
withdrew. The ladies being worn out with conti* 
nual watcbing,.and repeated alarms, were at last pre* 
vailed.upon to take r'e!uge with us* . Men, furnished 
with firearms, were put into the house, and the 
rascals having intelligence of this circumstance, beat 
a retreat, Mr. Jpnes returned ; Mrs. Jones and 
]VIis8 Green, her daughter, left iis, but Lady Austen's 
spirits haviiig been too much disturbed, to be able 
to repose in. a place, where she had been so much 
terrified, she was left behind. She remains with utf 
till her lodgings at the vicarage can be made ready 
for her reception. I have now sent you what has 
occurred of moment in our history^ smce my last. 

I say amen, with all my heart, to your observa* 
tion on religious characters. Men who profess them* 
selves adepts in mathematical knowledge, in astrov 
nomy, or jurisprudence, arc generally as well qualir 
iied as they would appear. The reason may be, that 
they are always liable to detection, should they at- 
iempt to impose jupon mankind, and therefore take 
care to be what they pretend. In jeliglon sdoiie, s, 
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j>ro£e8si<m is often fiUgbtly taketi Up^ and slovehly 
carried on^ because forsooth, candour and charity re- 
quire us to hope the best, and to judge favorably of 
our neighbour, and because it is easy to deceive the 

• ignorant, who are a great majority, upon this subject. 

. Let a man.atta(!;h himself to a particular party, con- 
tend furiously for Avhat are properly called evange- 
lical doctrines, and enlist himself under the banner 

. of some popular preacher, and the business is. done. 

: Behold a Christian ! a Saint ! a Phoenix !— In the 
fhean time perhaps, his heart, and his temper, > apd 

, even his conduct, are unsanctified ; possibly less ex- 
emplary than those of some avowed infidels. No 
matter — he can talk — he has the Shibboleth of the 
true church — 'the bible in his pocket j and a head well 
stored. with notions. But the quiet, humble, niodest, 
and peaceable person, who is in his practice, what 
the other is only in his profession, who hates a noise, 
and therefore makes none, who knowing the snares, 
that are in the world, keeps himself as much out of 
it as he can, and never enters it, but when duty calls, 
and even then with fear and trembling— is the Chris- 

' tian, that will always staiid highest in the estimation 
of those, who bring all characters to thd te$t of tinae 

''wisdom, and judge of the tree by 'its fruit. 
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Digitized by 



Google 



30 

Vou toe d^^iroas of visiting the prisAirai ; ydU 

^^ to adminiMer td thefhr necesttitic»r, ^ttidtogii^ 

^hcm iiftstructibh. thib task you Will titldettak^* 

thoilgh you expert to encftuhter maiay things in the 

perfdl-mahce 6f it, th« Will givie you paiii. NoW 

'this I can undewtand— you will not listen tothesen^ 

sibilities that distress yourself, but to the distresses Of 

others. Therefore,whenImeetwith6n6of the spe- 

•eious praters above mehtioiiedi I will s^tid him to 

Stock, that by your diffidence, he may be taught a 

lesson of modesty ; by your generosity^ la little fed- 

' ing for others, and by your general contiuct, in short, 

to chatter lees, and to do more* 

Yours, nay dear friend, 
' W.C. 



L£XX£R V. 

To the Rev. WILLIAM UNWIN. 
• -. March 18, 1788. 

MY PEAK FRIEND, 

Xothing has give^ me so 
sauoh pleasure^ sinoe the publication of my volume, 
as your.&vorable opinion of it. It may possibly 
Qieet with acceptance from hundreds, whose commen* 
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Nation would aflford me no olhersatisfiK^tiori tihiui wliat 
X should findin the hope that it might do them good. 
i have aome neighbours m tiut phcQf who Say they 
19k:e it-^oubtless I had ratherthey should than thai 
Jhey should not — ^but I know them to be persons of 
no more taste in poetry, than skill in the mathetnai* 
tics ; their applause therefore is a sound that hte^tap 
music in it for me. But my tamty was not so en- 
tirely quiescent wheii I read your fHendly account 
•f the manner it had affected jfou. It was tickled, anft 
pleased, and told me in a pretty loud whisper, &tf( 
others perhaps of whose taste and judgment I had 
an high opinion, would appro^ it too, As a giver Of 
good counsel, I wish to please all — as an author, I aih 
'perfectly indiff!»ent to the judgment of all, excejtt 
the few wfaoBreindeed judicious. -The eircuihstance 
- however m your letter which plea^d me most, was^ 
that you wrote in high spirits, and though you Said 
' much, suppressed tnore, lest you should hiirt tty d^- 
Jicacv — my delicacy is obliged to.you*— *but yoii oK 
serve it is not so squeamish, but that after H 'hi» 
feasted upon praise expressed, it can find a oomJct^ 
table desert rn the contemplation of praise htipHed. 'I 
How feel sis if I should be glad to begito another vo* 
'%me,but trom the wilUo the power is a st^ tooH^ 
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jfoi! me i(y tak« at prdsoat, and th^ seaaoor of the year 

bringsr : y^iih it so rxmty^ avocations* iato the f ar(ki]|, 

•wherer I am my ovrnfufotc^mr that I; hav« little or np 

i^ianre for the quilL; I- ahoi^ld do myself muph wroi^ 

were I to omit nx&aXionm^ the great compHcency 

.yrith 'which ]( read your narrative of Mrs. Unwinds 

^«pi[\iles an4 tears ; persons of much sensibility are air 

.w^ystpersqo&.of t^te, and a taste&»* poetry, depends 

indeed upon that very article m^xB than upon any 

jQtbor. If she had Aristotle 4)y heari:^ I should nC^t 

^sj^ein. her judgment so higbly, wei:e die d^febtive 

j^ij^jpieintio^f fef^Ung, as Ido> and must esteem it, Jtnow 

in§ her to have sufhfedin^as Aristotle could not 

^^pqimuaijQ^te, and as half the readers in the \yorld are 

.4^tit3it^ pf. This it is thf t makes me set so high a 

^price upon your Mother's c^inion. She is a critic 

by nature, and not by rule, and has a perception of 

(Wl^at ia^opd or bad in composition, that I never kne\v 

deceive her, insomuch, that when t^o sorts pf exr 

.|ac^sion have pleaded equally for the precedence, in 

..mry^own efteem^ and I have refexr^d^ as in such cases 

^Xalw^sdid, the decision of ^ the point to her, I 

, |tt«f^ koew her at a loss for a just one. 

^ . . : Whether I shall redeive any ianswer from hjis 

^|^l;i^ce^lor»hip or not, is at present i/t ambiguo^ and 
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will probably continue in the same state of ambi* 
guity much long^. He is so busy a man, and at 
this time, if the papers may be credited, so particu« 
larly busy, that I am forced to mortify myself with 
the thought, that both my book, and soy letter, may 
be thrown into a corner as too insignificant for a 
statesman's notice, and never foimd till his execute 
finds them. This affair, however, is meither lU my 
Jiiitum nor his. I have sent him the truth. He 
that put it into the heart of a certain eastern mo- 
narch, to amuse himself bne sleepless nighty witb 
listening to the records of his kingdom^ is able to 
^v6 birth 16 such another occasion, and hisfKbre bis 
lotdship with a curiosity. to know, what he has »* 
ceived frott a friend he once lo^cd and vaiQed. > J£ 
an answer conii6s however, yoa shall not ilong bd a 
stranger to die cbntents of it. . i ' : 

I have read your letter to their worships, add. 
much approve <^f it. May it have^the <k6ioed:efibet 
it ought t U mi, still you have acted sneiumaner 
fififtd becoming part, and the poor eichtiigitwttiaiidr 
fingeps of the prisoners, will not apfpefttf^^jpti^jWi^iSttti 
against you. I have made a slight aiterattonfiin^llhe^ 
lafit sentence, which perha^ you- wiling ilsiiitpjpioj^. 

Vol, 2- C 
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LETTER VI. 

To the Rev. WILLIAM UNWIN*. 

^ Aprill, 1782-. 

I could not hav^e found a bet-- 
tifer tnimpeter. Your, zeal to serve the interest oC 
lay.vdiame^ together, witkyour extensive acquaia<- 
Uince, qualify you perfectly for that most useful 
office. Methinks I see you with the Idng tube ^ts 
your mouthy proclaiming to your numerous, coor: 
hexions, my poetical merits, and at propar intervab 
leveliing it a*. Olney^ and pouring into my ear, th6^ 
welconie sound, of. their approbaticm. I need notj 
encoiirage you to pro0eed, your br^^rth wiljt never., 
faiLifaBUohuisause; and thus encouraged,. I niytel^ 
perhaps may proceed also, and when the versify ingfit. 
returns, produce aliotiier volume. Alas! w^ shall 
never, rteeive such commeiM^io^si fro^i, him on thot 
wool8ack,.jas'your good friend h«s ]ayis]B^d.<ipon us.. 
When^I kisirn, that however important I msiybe 
in .my owii.^^s, I am very insignificant in liis. To- 
maSLerine ^tmends, however, for this:mortification». 
Mr* Newtoh tells me, that my bookJs likely to -run,, 
sptead) ^and prosper ; that the grave cannot helpt: 
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smilidg, ahd the gay are struiJk with the truth of it; 
land that it is likely to Und its way into his Majes- 
ty's hands, being put into. a proper course for that 
purpose. Now if the King should fall in love with 
my muse, and with you for her Sake^ such an event 
would make us ample amends for the Chancellor's 
indifference, and you might be the first divine that 
ever reached a mitre, from the shcHilders <rf a poet. 
But (I believe) we must be con]tei>tj I with my 
gains, if I gain any thing, and you with the pleasiue 
of knowing, that I am a gainer. . t 
. , We laughed heartily at ypiur answer to little 
John's question ; and ^t I think y9U , m^t have 
giifen him a direct answer*— -**^ There; are varjlpus 
*f*sprts €►/ cleverness, my dearff<f--fl ^do pot know 
^Sthat mine lies in the poetical ws^^)>\f.t I can do 
V t^ titnes more towards t;]ie ejoftertaioment of com- 
" pany in the way of .ppuvers^ticju, thajqi. our friend 
" at Olney- He can rh^nje, and I can rattle. If ho 
" had my talent, or I had his, we should be too 
channing, and the world would alqiost ^dore us." 

'.• ii'. \:':.^.:j ■ '' .-.Oil 
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LETTER Vir. 



- To th^ Rev. WILLIAM UNWIK. 

April 27, 178^. 

My dear William, a part of 
l^ord Harrington's new -raised corps, have taken up 
djeic qnarters^ at Olney, since you left os. They 
liave thi regimental mnsic with them. The meii 
have been drawn up this morning, upon the^ Markets, 
hill, and a concert, such as we have not heard theses 
inanyyear9, has been performed at no great dis- 
tance from' our window. Your mother and I lyiitlk 
ihrtist our heads* into the coldest east- wind that 
ever blent iti Apfrtli' that we might hearthem^to 
greater s|dvaata$e« The band acquitted themselves 
with tastie and propifiity, ncltidabing^ like tr unipeteri 
at a feifr, bdt producing gentte and elegant syrapho* 
hy,' such ias charmed our e^rs, and convinced us, 
that no length of time can w6ar out a taste for har- 
moiiy^, and that though plays, balls, ' and masque- 
radesy have .lost fill their power to please us, and 
yr^ i^uld find them not only insipid but insup* 
portable, yet sweet music is sure to find a corres- 
poridipg faculty in the soul, a sensibility, that livest 
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to the last, wliteh even rfeligion itself does^ti6t ex- 
tinguish. 

When We objected to Jrour coming fbt a iringl4 
night, it was only in the wa^ of tegUment^ arid in 
hopes to prevail on you to cohtrive ii lohg^ abodei 
with us. But rather than not see you at all, we 
should be glad with you though but for an h^un 
If the paths should be <^lean enough, and we are 
able to walk (for you know we cannat ride) we will 
endefevour to meet you in Weston park. But I 
mention no particular hour, that I may hot lay you 
dndet ft sup{!lOsed obligation to be pu|ictual, which 
, might be difficult at the end of so long a journey. 
Only if the Wcittter be favorable^ you shall find us 
^here In the evening* It is winter in tlie south,- 
perhaps therefore it mdy be spring M leasts if not 
anmmer, in the north. For I have read that it is 
warmest in Greenland when it is coldest here. Be 
tiiat as it may, we may hope at the latter end of 
8udi an April, that the first change of wind will im* 
prove the ^ason. 

The curate's shnile Latinized«--*-«- 

Sors adversa gerit stimulum, sed tendit at alas : 
Pungit, apisimilis, sed, velut ista^ fugit. 



Digitized by 



Google 



38 

Wha| :a dignity there is in the ]I^Ofnan language \ 
and what an idea it gives us of the good sense, fin<i 
it^ai^uHne n^ifid) of the people that spoke it ! The 
pame thought, which, clothed in English, seemt 
childish, and even foolish, assumes a different air ii^ 
l4atin, and makes at least ast gpp4 an epigram m 
pome of Martial's. 

I renniember your piaking an observation, wheai 
JierjB, on the subject of Parenthesis, to which :I ac<^ 
ce4ed without limitation ; hut a little j^ttention will 
<X)Dvince> ws both, that, they 8^re not to be.univerip 
sally copdjsmned. When ,they abound, and whw 
they are long, they both, en^barrsisfi \h^ senpei .ai:i4 
ve a prcN^f that /the writer's head is cloudyi that 
he has nQt properly arranged his matter; or is not 
well skilled in the graces of expression. : But as 
parenthesis is ranked % graminarians aniong the fiy 
gures of rhetoric, ^e may suppose they bad a rea^ 
son for conferring that honor upon it*: . Accord- 
ingly we^haU find, th?it in the use of some, of oup 
finest writers, as Avell as in the hands of the anv 
tient poets .and orators, it has a peculiar el^ance, 
and imparts a beauty, which the period woujd want 
without it, 
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^< Hoc nemusi hunc, lAquit, (HmAoab yettice cdlem 
^ (Quis deus incertam est) habitat deus/* 

. Yir. -ffin, 8. 



In this instance, the first that occurred, it is grace- 
ful, i have not time to seek for more, nor room to 
insert them. But your own observation, I believe, 
will confirm my opinion. 

Yoiirs^ver, 

W.C- 



JUETXER VI 11^ 

To the Rev. WILLIAM UN WIN. 

May 27, IZSS. 

M¥ PEAR FRI£Nf)s 'I 

Rather asliamed of having 
%een at ^ffl dejected by the censure of fhe Critical * 
Reviewers, who certainly could not read withoift 
prejudice, a -book replete with opinions and doc- 
trines, to which they cannot subscribe, I have ^t 
present no little occasion^ to keep a strict guari 
upon my vanity lest it should be too muqh. flattered 
by the following eulogium. I sen4 \^ -^you* fw Uk 
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reasons I g«v», when I imparted to yen somo 
other annecdotes of a aimilar kind, while we were 
together. Our interests in the success of this same 
volume are so closely united, that you must share 
with me in the praise or blam^ that attends it; 
and sympathizing with me under the burthen of 
injurious treatment, have a right to enjoy with 
me the cordials I now and then receive, as I 
happen to g^eet with more favorable and candid 
judgfss. 

A merchant, a friend of ours, (you will soon 
guess him) sent my Poems to one of the first philo-* 
eophers, one of the most eminent hterary characters, 
ii well asi Que of the most import^t in the political 
world, that the present age can boast of. Now per-* 
baps your^ conjecturing faculties are puzzled, uid 
you begin to ask <* who, where, and what is he > 
♦^ speak out, for I am all impatience/' I will not 
say a^ wQrd| more, the letter in which he returned 
his tb^ks for (he present, shall sp^k for him,* 

We may now treat the critics as the archbishop 
9f Toledo treated Gil Bias, when he found fault with 
one of his sermons.--^His grace gave him a kick and 

* ■ ■ • Here Cowpcr transcribed the letter written from Passy, 
. liy the Awericao Ambassador franklin, in praise of his bopk« 
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aaid, ^* begon6 for a jactanapes, Snd furnish yoursdf 
with a better taste, if you know where to find it.". 
>-5 We are glad that you are safe at home again. 
Could we see at one glance of the eye, what is pass- 
ing every day upon ail the rOads in the kingdom, 
how many are terrified arid hurt, how many plunder- 
ed and abused, we should indeed find reason enough 
to be thankflil for journies performed in safety, and 
for deliverance fi-om dangers, we are not perhaps even 
permitted to see. When in some of the high sou- 
thern latitudes, and in a dark tempestuous night, a 
flash of lightning discovered to Captain Cook a ves- 
sel, which glanced along close by his side, and which 
but for the lightning, he must have run foul of, 
both the danger and the transient light that showed 
it, were undoubtedly design^ to convey to him 
this wholesome instruction, that a particular Provi- 
dence attended him, and that he was not only prew 
$erv6dfrom evils^ of which he had notice, but from 
many more, of which he had no information, or even 
the least suspicion. Whfiit unlikely contingencies 
may nevertheless take place! How improbable 
that two ships should dash against each other, in the 
midst of the vast Pacific Ocean, and that steering 
contrary courses, firom parts of the world so im* 
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laenscly distant. Aom eacK other, th^ should yet 
move so exactly mit line as to clash, fill, and go »y 
the bottom*, in a «ea, where all the ships in the world 
Height be iso dispersed bs that none should see ano- 
ther ! Yet this must haiie itappened but for the re- 
markable interferdncB^ which'he has recorded. Thie 
same Providence, indeed, might as easily have con- 
ducted them so wide of each other that they should 
never have met at all, but then this lesson would 
have been lost ; at least, the heroic voyager would 
have encompassed the gidbe without having had 
occasion to relatfs an incident, that so naturally sug- 
gests it. ' • . 

I am no more delighted with the season than 
you are. The absence of the sun, which has graced 
the spring with much less of his pr^ence, than he 
vouchsafed to the winter, has a very uncomfortable 
; effect upon my fiame, I feel an invincible aversion 
to employment, which I am yet constrained to fly 
to as my only remedy against something worse. If 
I do nothing I am dejected, if I do any thing 1 am 
wearyi and that weariness is best described by the 
' word liassitude, which of all wearinesses in the world 
is the most oppressive. But enough of myself anij 
the weather, ^ ^ . 
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The blow we have struck in the West Indies, 
will, I suppose, be decisive, at least for the present 
year, and so far as that part of our possessions is con-» 
cemed in the present conflict. But the news-writers, 
and their correspondents, disgust «xe, and make roe 
sick. One victory ^fter such a Jong series of adverse 
occurrences, has, filled them with self conceit, and 
impertifient boasting ; and while Rodney is almost 
accounted a Methodist, for ascribing - his success to 
Providence, men who have renounced all dependence 
upon such a friend, without whose assistance nothing 
can be done, threaten to drive the French out of the 
^ea, laugh at the Spaniard?, sneer at the Dutch, and 
are. to carry «the world before them, Our enemies 
are apt to brag, and we deride them fpr it ; but we 
can sing as loud as they can, in the same key, and 
po doubt, wherever our prayers go, shall be derided 
in our turn. An Englishman's true glory should. / 
be, to do his business well, and say little about it ; 
but he disgraces himself M^hen he puffs his prowess 
9S if he had finished his t^, when he has but just 
^egunit. 



Yours, 



W. C, 
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To the Rev. WILLIAM UN WIN. 

June 12, 1782. 

litY 0£Aa FRIEKD, 

Every extraordinary occurrence 
in our lives, affords us an opportunity to learn, if we 
will, soniiething more of our own hearts, and tempers 
than we were before aware of. It is easy to promise 
ourselves before hand, that our conduct shall be wise 
or moderate, or resolute, on any given occasion. 
But when that occasion occur8,we do not always find 
it easy to make good the promise : such a difference 
there is between theory and practice. Perhaps this 
is no new remark, but it is not a whit the worse for 
being old, if it be true. 

Before I had published, I said to myself— you 
and I, Mr. Cowper, will not concern ourselves much 
about what the critics may say of our book. But 
having once sent my wits for a venture, I soon be- 
came anxious about the illue, and found that I could 
not be satisfied with a warm place in my own good 
graces, unless my friends were pleased with me as 
much as I pleased myself. Meeting with their appro- 
bation, I began to feel the workings of ambitibn. It 
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» well, said I, tint my friends are pleased, but friendt 
aie sometimes partial, and mine, I have reaoon to 
think, aie not altogether fioe fixttn bias. Methinksl 
should like to hear a stranger or two speak well of 
me. I wa^ presently gratified by the approbation of 
theLondonMagazine,aad the Gentleman^ particu- 
iariy by that of the former, and by the plaudit of Dr. 
Franklin. By the way, m^azines are pubUcatioo^ 
we have but little respect lor, ^till we ourselves are 
chronicled in them, and then they assume an impor* 
^ince in <kir esteem, which before we could not al« 
low them» But the Monthly Review, the most for- 
midable of all my judges is still behind. What will 
that critical Rhadamanthus say, when my shivering 
genius shall appear before him > Stil^ b^ keeps me 
in hot water, and I must wait another month for his 
award* Alas 1 when I wish £Qr a favorably sentence 
from that quarter (to confess a weakness, that I 
should not confess to all) I feel myself not a httl« 
influenced by a tender regard tamy reputation here, 
even among my neighbours at Olofy. Hexe are 
watch-makers, who themselves^are wits, and who,, 
at present perhaps, think me. one. Here is a car- 
l^n^r, and a baker, and not to mention others, hpre 
i»^ur id9l;Mn— •, whose axnile i&fame. All 
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Ijiese read th^ MontUy Review, axfd 0. tiseie will 
eet me down for.Na duBce^ if th<^e terrible critics 
should show them this example. But Oh i where^ 
evdr eke 1 am accbunted dull, dear Mr. Griffith^ let 
me psisa ftjT a genitis at Olney \ 

We are43ony for little William 'S illnesd^ It is 
however the privilege of infency to recover almost 
immediately, what it has lost by sickness. We ar^ 
scwrry too for Mr. -— — *s dangerous condition^ 
But he that is well prepared for the great journey, 
cannot enter on it too soon for himself, though his 
friends will weep at his departure- 

Yeurs, 



To the Rev- WILLIAM t^NfWlN. 

July I6i m^. 

IttY DEAR f Rlt:i<0f 

' ' Though some people pretend 

to be clever in the way pf prophetical forecast, and 
tohave a peculiar talent of sagacity, hy which they 
can divine the meaning of a providential dispensa- 



Digitized b"y 



Google 



40\ 



tion, while itB consequ^ces ai^ yet hr emtiryd^-«»I 
do not. There is at tbi^time to be found, I suppose, | 
in the cabinet^ and in both houses, a greater assem** | V 
hlage of able men, both as spes^Lers and counsellors, ' ^ 
than ever were cotemporary in the same land. A 
man, not accustomed to^ trace the workings^of Provi-*. 
dence, as recorded iii scripture, and that has giv«n 
no attention tQ this* particular subject, while em** 
ployed in the study; of jMPofane history, would assert 
boldly,, that; it i» a token for good, ths^t much may 
be expected from them, an^d that the country^though 
heavily afflicted, isnot yet to be despaired ofjdistin^- 
guished asshe is, by so many characters of thehighest 
class. ,Thus' he would s^, and 1 do not deny, that 
the event might justify bis skill in prognostics. God 
works by meaas, and in a case of great national per- 
plexity and distress, wisdom and pc^tical ability,, 
seem to be the only natural means of deliverance.. 
But a mind more religiously inclined,. and perhaps a 
little tinctured with melancholy, might with equal 
probability of success,, hazard a con jjecture directly 
opposite.— Alas I what is the wisdom of man, e&r^ 
pecially when, he trusts in it as the only God of bis. 
confidence ?— r^V^Then I consider. the ggn^ial contempt 
that i§ £9ured upon all things aacred, the profusion^ 
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tfie diasipadion, tHe kMVish cunning tif Some, t\m 
r4pacity of othewy add tha jmpeoiteiice of alU I aifti 
rather inclined to feav ttiat God, who hondtfi hjm^ 
self by bringing htErman glory to abame^ and by did- 
appointing the eitpectdtions of those, whose ttust 
is in creatures, has signalized the present day jas a 
day of much hunsian sufficiency andiMrengtb, has 
brought together from all qilarters of theJand, the 
most illustrious men to be found in it, only that. he 
may prove the vanity of idols, and Chat when a groat 
empire is iaBing, and he has pfonoifnced a sentence 
<rf ruin against it, the inhabitants, be they weak or 
dtrongi wise or foolish, miist fall with it*^ I am ra- 
ther coilfiraled in this iia*stiasi<Mii, by ob^^mngthat 
these luminaries of the state, . bad no sOorier &xed 
themselves in the political heaved, tfej^^ the fell of 
the brighter of them shook all the rest. The arch 
of their power was no sooner struck, than the key 
stone aJipt out of its place, those that were closest in 
connexion, widi it followed, and the whole build-* 
ing, new as it is, seems to be already a ruin.-^If a 
man shotild hold this language, who' could con- 
vict him of absurdity ? The Marquis of Rocking- 
ham is minister^p^-— all the world rejoices; anticipat- 
ing success in war, tmd a glorious- peacc'^-^-^^The 
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dKcted, atid relapses ihto k» former despondence. 
— ^What doed this pro^^, b«t that the Mmquis was 
their Almighly, and that now he is gone, they know 
, no other ?-^Bdt let u^ wait a little, thejr will fiikl 
anothel^^Perhftps th6 Duke of Portland, of perhaps 
the unpopuliar-i-5«-r^*-, whom they now represent as 
a devil) may obtain that hDnor. Thus Qfii is forgot, 
aild when he is, his judgments are generstly his re- 
nieiEibraiii^ei^. 

How shdil I <>oihfort you upon th<e suhjeet of 
your present distress ? Pardon me that 1 find my- • 
self obliged to smile at it, because who but your- 
self would be distressed upon such an occasioa? 
You haYe behaved politely, and like a gentleman, . 
you have hospitiMy offered your l^use to a stranger 
who could not, in your neighbourhood at l€$ast, hftve* 
bden eomfortdbiy aoeommodated any wh»e else; 
He, by neither refwkng hcmt accepting an offer, that 
did him tooraiudi honor, has disgrace himself, but' 
not you. I think for the future you nvust be more * 
cautious of laying yourself open to a stranger, and^ 
never again expose yourself to incivilities ftom sn ^ 
archdeacon you atr not aequaintedwith. . 

Though I did not mention it, I felt ^th you 
Vol, 2- D 
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oj)\jf 8iteiit.l9i66aii9fi:lCQ^4xa«i9tor op .ci>p^<^ftf4<MQ| 

c$wfctt HI 90Cf]| <;«*W, i^ %m^ bnsij^efft» ami {mFbapi» 
v^Abwfe^mtnag^ mgkt a& well be let alcMpe. I 
r«W^»d»ec Tfidiog ma*y yesy* ^go^ a long tareaJ^e on 
t^jfwbjectl^ «qw0l^tion» writtea in Ffe<ifht the 
aii^Qr*^ i|(ia^;.I fosgpt, but I y^^ptfi, thfsse. wondBim 
the margm. — ^Special consolation ! at kcfit ^ a^ . 
I^dracl^lDtoii, i^9i ift ^ cre^tur^.tbe mopt easily .com- 
fatt(Hl.^9qy.iB(.t^ WPi'H^ ' 

WA&m:3S happy in h'diy Austeo, ainl ste i^ 
us^aii ^er~h^ying a lively ipQiiigif^ioa^ smd being 
p^momtttky, desijfQu^.of c^nspUdating; alt. iftt<>. ^eei 
£«l^)y (^ vih(9 has tulH^:!^ te^ve 4aif London) ^s^ 
hM Jiift s$ttaj»g 9 |Hr«!)^t wl^ch.^r.?e8, afeka«t^ to 
anuiae ub» aad to^inake iviiaiigh — ^i( is to Ur^ Mr*. 
Smii)l> bowe, OQ the topc^f QhAoi^hiUf whioh »;. 
U^^ cmmo&om^ md hwd^oo^, willii^d. ti» 
eonyeniently^ and any friends wjio iiiay;Oc<;«pQi|al)yr 
£l¥<Hr )i8 with a ¥iail>-H:he houae ifi fu(Qi8hed> bul^.tf^ 
itcaatb^ hired mthout fih^ furniture, wiU let f^.^i 
trifle-**— yonr fiQutimenta if you please fipoA this 
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t ftehd ydir my last frank — our best love at- 
itenas'you'iiidividually, and altogether. I give yoU 
jby 6f a happy change in the season, and myself also. 
t Have filled four sides in less time than two would 
have cost nie a week ago— such is the eiffect of sdn- / 
yhiiie ut)On such a butterfly as I am. 

Yours, W. C* 



JLETTER Xi. 

To the Rev. WILLIAM UNWIN. 

August 3, 17S8. 

MT DEAR FRIEND, 

Entertiaining wmie hope, thatf 
Mr.'Newton'€ next letter would furnish me with the 
]0eiHi» of satisfying your enquiry on the subject of 
Doctot Johnson's o^ioQ, I have till- now delayed 
vuf aosrwer td your last ; but the infbnBatioii is not 
yfitcomei Mr. Newton' having intemiitted a wed^ 
QKHts'ttott usual, since bis last writing. Wh^Ii^ 
*ive-it, fiivorablc or not, ttshdll be commttnicaieedr 
to.|ft>u ; but litmndt over sanguine in my expects^ 
tioiifl iibDk .thait quarter. Very* leaniisd, aiid'vet^^rt» 
ticalhejads, are hard to please. He may perhaps tres^t 
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me with lenity for the sake of the subject and desigiTy 
but the composition, I think, will hardly; escape* hi& 
censure. But though all doctors may not be of the 
same mindy there is one doctor at leasts whom I have 
lately discovered, my professed admirer. He top,; 
like Johnson, was with difficulty persuaded to read», 
having an aversion to all poetry, except the Night- 
Thoughts, which on a certain occasion, whenbein^ ' 
confined on board a ship; he had no other employ- 
ment, he got by heast. He was however prevailed 
upon, and read me several times^over, so^that if my 
volume had sailed with him, instead^ of Docfear 
'Young's, I perhaps might have occupied Unal i^hetf 
itv his memory, which he then allotted to the D6ct<>#. 
It is a sort of parodox, but it is true : we lire 
never more in danger than when we think ourselvear 
most secure, nor in reality more secure^ than whei* 
. we Beern to be most in danger. Both sides of thit 
appareiit contradiction were lately verified in my 
experiencie-^passihg , from the green-house to the 
barnv I saw three kittens (for we have so'many in our 
retinue) looking with fiit attention on something, 
which lay on the threshold of a door nailed up. I 
took but little notice of them at first, but aloud hiss 
engaged me to attend more closely, when behold-w 
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jk viper! the largest that I remember to have seen, 
rearing itself, darting its- forked tongue, and ejacula- 
ting the aforesaid hiss at the nose of a kitten, almost 
in contact with his lips. 1 ran into the hallibrahoi 
with a long handle, with which I intended to asisail 
him, and returning in a few seconds missed him : he 
was gone, and I feared had escaped me. Still how- 
ever the kitten sat watching immoveably on the 
same spot. I concluded therefore, that slidingT^e- 
tween the door and tlie threshdld, he had found his 
way out of the garden into the yard. ■ I went 
round immediately, and there found him in close 
conversation with the old cat, whose curiosity being 
excited by so^tiovel an appeai^ance, inclined her to pat 
his head repeatedly with her fore foot, with her ckws 
however sheathed, and not in anger, bvit in the way 
of philosophic enquiry and examination. To prevent 
her falling a victim to «o laudable an exercise of her 
talents, I interposed in n mopieat with the hoe, and 
performed upon him an act of decapitation, which 
-though not immediately nioital, proved so in the 
end . Had he slid into the passages, where it is dark, 
or had he, when in the yard^ mset with no interrup- 
tion froni the^cat, and secreted himself in any of the 
x>ut-housQS, it is hardly possible but that some of the 
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fenily must have been bitteu ; he migl^t hav* htix^ 
trodden upon without being perceived, apd have sJigx 
ped away be^re the si^fferer could h^yfi distinguish^ 
^d what foe had wouhdpd bim, Thr<^ year^ ago wjff 
discovered ope^in the same place, which th^ b2^Iber: 
^ew with a trowel. 

Our proposed removal ^o Mr» Smsjjl^s, wm^, ai^ 
you may suppose, a jest, or rather a joco-aeriou^. 
patter, We never looked u|)on it as entirely feasi-. 
ble', yet we saw in it something so like practicability 
^hat we did not esteem it altogether unwort|iy of ouj 
attention, It was one of t^ose projects, which people 
of lively imaginations play with, aud adjnire for a 
few days, and then break in pieces. Lady Auste^ 
returned on Thursday from Lpndop, where she spent 
the lai^t fortnight, and whither sh^ was called by aq 
unexpected opportunity to dispose pf the remainder 
er of her lease. She has therefore no longer any 
connexion with the great city, and no hou^e l?ut aife 
Qlney. Her abode is to be at the vicarage, \yhere 
she has hired as niuch room as she wants, whiclj 
she will embellish with her pwn furniture and wbicli' 
she will occupy as soqn as the minister's wife hasf 
produced another child, which is expected to make 
its entry in October, 
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^ . ' ; Mr. BsR^ja^iiR^seBtii^ iiisiisfcer of NSWport, d 

laist week, has put iBto my hffiilds thleevolikmes of 
French poetry, composed by Madame GuiOn— a 
quietist, say you^ and a &aatic, I will hav« nothing 
to do with her-— — 'Tis very well^ you are welcome 
to have nothing to do with her, .but in tiie mean 
time her v«fefe » the only Freiicli ^fewb I' i^er read 
*hat I f6Und ^gi^able; tHarfe Is a ngSHiess in it 
equal to that which we applau^i with' so much rea- 
son, in the eoD^positions oiF trion 1 nave translated 
several of thenu and shall ppoceed in my transla- 
tions, till I hav« filled a LilMputian paper-book I 
happen to have by me, which when filled, I shall 
|)resent to Mr» Bull. He Is her pasi^ionate admiier ; 
rode twenty toiiies id see her jplictare in th^* house of 
% stranger, which stranger politely insistM on' his 
acceptance of it, and it now hangs over his chimney. 
It is a striking portrait, too characteristic not to be 
a strong resembla9Ce« and, were it encompassed with 
. a glory, instead <)f being dressed iq a i^uh's hood, 
might pSAS ter the face of an angel. 

... Yours,, . . 

W. G. 
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To this lettesr I am just enabled to anneiE, % 
Vary lively imus jmticus from the pen of Cowper^ 
cm the same subject, kindly imparted to me by Mr, 
C<;imrtenay of WeatdQ, v 

COLUBRJJD. 

Ckpe bj Oe iMtkotd of n door^N ImI 
Three kUtMis sat ; each kitten look'd agh9*^ 
I pasting swift, ai\d inattentive by, 
At the three kittens cast a eyeless ^i - . 
Not much concerned to ]cnow what they did thereK 
Kot deeming kittens worth a poet^ care. 
But presently a loud and furious hiss 
Caused me to stop, aad to exchum *^ what% this f"^ 
When Id i upon the threshold met oy Yiew^ 
' With head erect, and eyes of Sery hue, 
A viper^ Ipnj (is Count de Gr^sse's queue. 
Forth from his hea^ his forked tongue he throws, 
Darting it fi^Il against a kittep^ nose ; 
Who having never seen, in field or house. 
The like, sfit still and silent as a mouse ; 
Otiy projecting, with attention dtte» 
Her whisket'd face« she ask'd himj^ ** who W y^u Y^ 
On to the hall went I, with pace'' not slow, 
9ut swift as Ughtningi for a long Dutch hoe : 



! 



Digitized by 



Google 



ST 



:WiAvildkk ^t&t armM I kasten'd to the spot, 
To And th(» yiper^lnilJ fbmid UmiiQt^ 
Aod> tifnaof^^B t^ l^yps aqd tbf qIm aroimdi 
.Found on]^, tliat he was not to he fottnd« « 

But' still the kittens sitting as hefofe. 
Sat watching close the hottom of the door, * 
** rhope,** said I, "the villaiD I would liH, 
*^ Has slipt £k ween the door, and ihe door's siU| 
'^ And if I make dispfitch^ and follow hard^ . . 

** No dbuht but X shaH find hiin in ihe yard ;"' 
for long ere now itihould have b^n rehears'dj * 

^was \n the garden that I found him first, 
iPy'n there I found him, there the fuUrgrpwn ca| 
His head, with velvet paw, did gently pat ; 
As curious as the kittens erst had been 
To learn what this phenomenon might mean. 
BlKd with heroic ardour at the sight. 
And feeing every moment he would bit^, 
And rob our hpusho^d of «ur only cat, 
That was of age to combat with a rat ; 
With out-stfetch*d hoe I slew him at the dpofi) 
, Aq4 ^ught him VEVBR TO coms thbre no xoa«^ 
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Ludy Auateti becaitaf^.a ibBf^stt <tf the par^ 
sonagc in Okiey*"— ^^wh^ii Mr. N^fcofc occupied 
that parstottage; he had ojiened A abbt fti khfe garden- 
wall, that admiltecl him in the most commodions 
manner, to visit the sequestered poet, who resided 
in the next house,. Lady Austen had the advan^- 
tage of this e^s^ int^rcoiirse, £md ^o captivating was 
her soci^ty^ both to Cowper^ And to Mr». Unwin, 
that thete intimate ii^igbbbdrd mi^Ut be tflttiost said 
to makcf one fatnily, as it befcittH^ tb^irdistom to 
dine always together, ^fefhatetjf iii'thfe touses of . 
the two ladies* * . 

, The musical talents of Lady Austen induced 
Cowper to write a few songs of peculiar sweet* 
pess and pathos/ to suit particular airs that she 
was accustomed to pky onf the harpisiAhord, I 
insert three of these as^ pfdofs, thiat even in his 
hours of social amusement, tlje poet loved to 
dwell on ideas of tender devotion^ and pathetic so^r 
lemnity. 
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Wfitt^ }n ^e Summer of 1783 ; at the rei|iie&t o( 

Ko lodger I ^Ipv 1^ 9PU|id | 

No longer a ixem ^ pursue : 
Q happinesi I iiot to be found, 

Unattainablp treasure adieu I 

} have ^pugtit thee, ia spli^iidpur ^ID^ dresst 

In the regions of pleasuffe and taslf « 

liaye sought tliee, and sf^m'd to possess^ 

But have prov'd ^|^ a yiftion at laft. 

^n humble ambition and hope ^ 

The voice of trui^ wisdom inspires ; 

^Tis sufficient| if peace be the scope. 
And the $umaM( ^ Ml> ^W ^^pf^T 

J^eaee may be the IqI of the mind* 

That seeks it in meekness and love i^ 

Put rapture and bliss a^e confined 
To the ^lori^ed i^its above ! 
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When all within is peace, 

How n&tiire seems to smile ! 
Delights that never cease, ' , 

The live-long day begrnle. 
From morn to dewy eve. 

With open hand she shbwets * 
Fresh blessings to deceive^ . ' 
And soothe the Bilent fcou^ 

It is content of heart 

(Gives nature power to please j 
The mind that feels no ipmart, i 

Enlivens all it sees f 
Can make a wintry sky 

Seem bright as smiling May, 
And evening's closing eye 

As peep of early day. 

The vast majestic ^obe 

So beauteously arra/d, 
In nature's various robe, 

With wond'rous skill display'd, 
Is to a mourner's heart . 

A dreary wflfl at best ; 
It flutters to depart, 

Apd iong^ to be at rest. 
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I add the followinj^Scmg (sttkpted to the 
inarch in Scippio) for two reasons; because it is 
pleasing to promotef the celebrity of a brave. maii» 
calamitously cut off in his career oi honor, and be- 
cause the Song was a favorite production of the 
poet's; so much so, that he amused himself by 
translating it into Latiii verse. I take the version from 
one ot his subsequent letters, for th^'sake of annex* 
ing it to the original* 

song: 

ON THB LOSS OF THE BOYAL GEORG& 
Toll for the brave ! 

.a 

The brave that are no more! 
AW sank beneath the vrmCf 
Fast by their native shoriet 

Eight hundred of the brave. 

Whose courage well was tried, 
Had made the vessel h^el, 
' And Md her oii her side* 

A land breeze shook the shrouds^ 

' And she was' over-set ; 
Down went the Royal George, ^ *^ 
With ail her crevi completei. 
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IB wre KenmienWl wii^Blbi! 

His laft seafBg^ » Ibu^t ;;. ^ 

. His work of glory doDS* 

V ' '.' Kt^teiii(>«st gtve'thcrdioeL} . < 

Sfas's^rattg.flb fa^^leak ; 
Sh0 ^ upo& no rock. 

His sword was in its sheatH'; 

His fingcirs held the pen^ 
When Kempenfeit went down^ 

With twice four hundred Aefl« 

Weigh the vessel up. 

Once, dreaded* by. our Ibes ! 

And mingle with ov cup# 

The tear that England owes. 

Her timbessyet ai^ iei]Dd« 
Aad.she'may' iioeiikgaiii, 

FullH:harg'd'witb Boglaod'i thwider; 
And.plottgl| the ditkninain. 

Bat Kempenfelt is -gpney 
^ His victodesave o'er ; 
And he wo^ids^ eigbt^hulidcfdr 
Sybatt'pkMieli.4bfr.wi^ DdTiadre. 



Digitized by 



Google 



IS StJBMEBSlOKEM ^i^liisil, chi t^tdHGlVS, 

Plangimus fortes. Pericte fortes^ 
V Patritim propter periere'liltus - *' 
Bis qUat^r ifeiitum ; subitd sub ttlto" 
JEquore merst. 






J<(aTis9 iomteiBHttterji jacebatr - . ,;: 
Malup. ad s,pqimas ,trepidajba]( un499|i 
C^m ]|^yis,,.fanes quatiens, ad iip^^a. ./ 
Depoli^aura. 

Pfangfmtis fortes. Nimis, hen, cadUcftia 
Fordbus vitam voluere parcas, 
Kec sinuQt xkltrh tibi no9 reeentes > 
*'. Nectere lauru** 

Magn«, qui ndaietiy Ik^tmetoorQtn^ 
TradUum ^s^ m%lti\&ttms tulistil >i 
At tttos olim memorabit aevum 
. ^ Omnertriarophoft. 

Nob hyems illos furibunda mersit, 
* Kon mari in dauso scopuli^latentes, 
Ftssa non nmis-abies, nee ^trox 
AbsUifit ^nsk. 



.. »/ 
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^ Havitae sed tq^o niaiiuni jocosl 
Voce fallebant hilari laborem. 
El qoiesoetiai, cahmoque de^itram ifA« 
pleverat heros* 



Vofiy quibusxprdi est grare opus piuniue^ 
Humidom ex p\to spoliuiq levate* ;q 
£t putrescentes sub aquis aroicos 

Reddite amicis ! _ 

Hi quidetn (sid dife ptacuit) fucrfe t " 
3ed iratis, nondi^tn putris, ire possit 
Rursiis in belluniy Britonotnqtie nomea 
ToUcre ad astra. 



Let the reader, who wishes to impress on hid 
mind a just idea of the variety and extent of Cow- 
par's poetical powers, contrast this h^foic ballad, 
of exquisite pathos, with his diverting history of 
John Gilpin ! , 

That admirable, and highly popular piece of 
pleasantry was composed at the pariod of which I 
am now speaking. An elegant and judicious writer, 
who has recently favored the public with three in- 
teresting volumes relating to the early poets of our 
cduntiy, conjectures, that a poem, written by the 
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e«lebmfe§d^Sir T)«^s More in hiii youth, (the 
merry jfest 4^f the Sferjfeant knd Fjrere) may have sdg- 
gested to Gdwper hil^ tale of John Gilpin; but thal^ 
fe^iiiatliBg baHad had a didetent origin ; and it. is a 
iery f^mai^able fitct>^that full<]f gaiety and humour 
as this favinitedftii^' public has abmklantly proved 
iteetf to be»;it Was ribally composed at a time, vfhem 
the spirit of the ptet, as he informed me himse^, wail 
Tery .dcepiyv^ng^d'wtth his depressive malady. It 
happeiifcdrbne afternoon, in. those years when his 
accQB^isfe^^itend Lady Austen made a part of his 
little eveningi^oirde, that she observed him sinking' 
mto inciMliHg^: <^)ection ; it was her <;uMom, on 
these ocfcBsiOBQ^. to tiy all the resources of ber sprighf «> 
ly powers for his immediate relief. She told him 
the story of John Gilpin (which had been treasured 
in her memo^ frpm hey childhood) to dissipate the 
gloom of the passing hour. Its effect on the fancy 
of C^^wpe^.hiftd the air of enchantment : he informed 
her the next morniiig, that convulsions of laughter, 
broughtion. byAi^^recfflledtion olher story, had kept, 
him' \15dking f^urinf ;the gr^test part <^ the nigkti 
fua4rtfeWih€;;r^d turpjBdjt into a:balla4.— So toiso 
lie.fljE^jmt.ppepapf Joljyn Gilpin : Itwas^^^js 
cpp^ed, and fittfigjg its way rapidly t«» the rmf^f^n; 
Vol.2. E 
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«»|i//c^tehtHjf :tPitlt^bfdlft^»^:W«ie;thei public iuik 

|ie«tfidblaiii!l«t(fK>et£b^nicare ^(d^Ml forjthqsitdU 

dObn b^tfiiof Judacrqub aisiuiiifiiielkt^iiM^yijte^eiR 

/iHcfrQMtonished .whi3n..th^;v|ikMWJmadBati)fiist,Qu« 

tios,iqcwtth9eibdlladvCQn(uuijsd^||H!> sfNiJiifffoQb <tlift' 

•■'• '•'■'' To theReyJ'^iiilAiii. UKWIN:"" '' "'" * ' 

V,-.! :'. ',•■'.' -;> Jo-j.l) r;j. -niio.i 7'a.. ■•.•■ ' :'• iO :(.;• ■.• 
b..'('.i.-.i= '. I : ]i'... .1.. .I'j.! J ■-.> .;.•;•.;. ■N©ir.4/'i7-8»i 
,TJ'i/>,-- ; iO c-ii.;:> .-■ ' j'..i) t'; ;.,'.i..>iu J.' ;. •. ". ;. A 

eot&infy 9 l«tt«r'inybur'4dbtv ItisipdSAitte^'tbair 
f|il»|M«sentwrifing:mflry<proTe 8es%bort. ' Yet,'tliiDi«t 
a«,|| ttny be, W WYll'be a.letter,^ iUditiake tiie%ietfi^ ] 
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tdlrj'Tttid'yott'lfay ctebtor. ' A ktte? iddeedou^ht not 
to beestiuiated'by^lie length of it, but by the cofi** 
teBl3;'ajid'how can' the contents; of any lefter be 
ihoie agteeable than yoiir last? 

You teir me that John Gilpin made you lauglkr 
tears, arid that the ladies at court are delighted witfaf 
mjr Poenis. Much good may they do them ! May 
they becomie as Wise as the writerivishis them, suid 
they* will be miich happier than hcl I know therei 
is' in the book that wisdom which ^oMe^h from 
above," because it was from above that I received it; 
May they receive it too !' For whether they drink! 
it but df the cistern, or whether it falld Upon them 
immediately froni the clouds, a6 it did * on ilie, it irf 
aUbhe. It is the water of life, which whosoeiver 
dj^nketh shall thirst no more. As lo the feiiioiis 
hc^seirian above-mentibnfed, he and his feat^ arfe atf 
ine:^au4?ibli source of 'Aerriment; At least we ftnd 
hiixiko- dnd seldom W^twithodt refreshing our-' 
seWes witK the Vec6ilcf6trc?n of them, You^ are p^i'J 
«l6%iy at iibSrfy' to deat^ 4it!h them* as y6'ii^ pleaSei 
jmm taMHt* anonymo' iinpMm^ 
priiiteB; -gfefad^inefa ^opyy/ V ^ • • ' 

-^ l^feotigMfeute^y^^^ 

du»?, \rA ^bid cfebs^tefer W^ V^^^^ y^ ^"^^ 

E2 
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taken &r tfie relief of the prisonert. Yen proceeif- 
«d« wisely, yet courigeously, and deserved better sue- , 
ecte;. Your labours, however, will be reno^nbered 
elsewhere, when you shall be forgotten here; and 
if the poor folk* at Chelmsford should never itecei ve 
tihe benefit cif them, you will yourself receive it im 

a/ Heaven.. It is^ pity tiiat mfen of fortune should be 
4jet€rnuned'$o acta of beaefiQence sometimes by po-. 
pulsR whi|B(, or j)rejwiifce, and sometimes by motives 
still more unworthy. The liberal subsdaption,. 
raised in b^hgilf of the widows of the seamen- lost ia 
the Royal George, was an instance of the former,. 
At least a p],ain^ short,' jand sensible^ letter in the 
news-papeT) convinced me at the time, that it was 
an unnecessary and injudicious collection : and the 
difl^culty you fonnd in eifectuating your benevolent 
intentions on thjs occasion, constrains me to think 
that had it been an affair of more notoriety, thaa 
merely tO' furnish a few poor fellows with a little 
fuel to preserve their extremities from the frost, yoiL 
would h^e succeeded |;)ett^r; Men really pious,, 
delight iin doing good, by stealth.. But nothing less 
than an ostentatious display, of bpun^yi will satisfy^ 

^ ipankind-in g^erah I fe^lmyself di£fp(>^ to fur- 
ijisli. yj^^ w|th an opportunity to shine in seciset. 
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"We do what we can. But that can is little. Tbfi 
liave rich friends, are eloquent on all occasions, an A 
^knowhow tobe pathetic on a proper one. The 
•winter willbe severely felt at Olney by msiny, whose 
sobriety, industry, and honesty, recommend them 
to charitablenotice : and we think we cbuld tell such 
-persons as Mr. -i— - — , or Mr. ^ * - , Tialf a dozeh 
-tales of distress, that^ would find their way into 
hiearts as feeling as theirs. You will do, as you see 
good; and we in the mean time shall remain con- 
-vittced, that you will do your best. Lady Austen 
will no doubt do something. Fdr she -has great 
sensibility and compassion. 

Yours my dear Unwin, 

W. C. 

To the Rev. WILLIAM DNWIN. 

Nov. 18, 1782. 

MY DEAR WILLIAM, 

Oil the part of the poor, and 

on our part, be pleased to make acknowledgments^ 

such as th6 occasion calls for, to our beneficent 

; friend Mr.— *— .. I call him ours, because having 
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stance^ end i^ tbetW(p§ent» his di§inter?s^c^ :^^§h 
.iip^ ta:Su^ccour tiie^igtregse^, pay jjgpbjt^op ,^w^c)^ 
.s|itisfied with J?o|iui^ les$. ^^^ iiiay jjecepd i\RQn 
the stric^s^J ;?;^,^^^9y 5 no fA^*V^^ jgte^l ^f ?? Mn| 
mentioned* e^tj^f^^now qjr herj^after, ^s ;rtie .perggsi 
from/y^onf wg Jiaye pec^i\$d Jthi3. frpunty. J^jt^jt 

which spmetipjes happens, )[ s^jil,l npt fqrgpt wjiujjf 
is du^ to sfQ Tffe ^ ch^mffex. J vi?h wd your Mo^ 
li^er. jWiahes it top, that he <?ptd4 spipptjines tajtfi w 
jjn his way to -rr-: ; he wi}l fin^ u? hftppy ,tQ rfcgiyp 
^ person whom we mu^t n€$4§ §999^01 ^ ?B h9U9J 
to know. We shallvcxercise pur best discretion in 
the disposal of the money ; but in this town, where 
ine gospel has been preached so many years, where 
ihe people have been favonred so long with labori-r 
pus and conscientious ministers, it is not an easy 
thing to find thP^e w^o make np prpfe^sion of reli-r 
gion at all, and are yet proper objects of charity. The 
l^rp^nfi, ai:e so profane, so drunken, dissoli^te, and in 
every respect worthless, that to make theni partakers 
pf his bounty, would be to abuse it. We pronaise' 
however that none shall touch it, but such as are 
miserably popr,yet at the.sanie time industrious an^ 
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licniest, tw^oliantcferrfreque^^ 
the moistiwafceliful Qird uiifismittiiig lattour ^ilLb«rdL||r 
;»6cttfce;<beii^ l^ack We nlakenotieibu^ t^ej^hef^iv 
ekt lades; abd die price of themis^alleyi almo8t: tp 
notftoig^. Thanks are dile tQ;3?«ur9dif ; Jike\y is^i, 9^ 
'kte hereby accordingly: ijbndered,; foriwayiog [four 
clfdm in bedialf'ef your own. parishioners. Yqu are a^ 
War^s with thknli; and Ih€iy.ar^^lwdy99 fit lea^t^s^ogi^ 
of themk, the better for yoixt r^sidei^e; apoNMig; ^be^. 
Ofaiey ik a po^tiloh4|>lace9iin>h£Lbited chjefly. by th^ 
lial&starved and the.ri^gged of the ei^b, ?pd it ^ 
not possible for our i^maU party and smaU abili(^^^ to 
Extend tbeiir operations so far as to be much felt 
among such numbers. Accept tberefbre your shar^ 
of their gratitude, and be convinoed, that wheu 
they pKQT for H blefssing upon those who relieved 
their W9lits, He diat answers that prayer, andwhen 
he fL&iwers it, will remember his savant at Stock. 

I Iftde thought when I was writipg the history 
of Johfri Gilpin, that he would appear in print — I 
intended to laugh, and to make two or three others 
laugh, of whbm you were one. But now all the world 
laugh, at least if they have the same relish for a tale 
ridiculous in itself, and quaintly told, as we have- 
Well— they do not always laugh so iim<icently, and 
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•tsbsmdian expenc&%-«--fi>r in a woild like thi« 
nbounding with subjects for satire, and witb satiriy 
cal wits to mark them ^ a laugh that hurts nol>ody, has 
at least the grace of novelty to recommend it; Swift's 
darling motto was, Kive /a &i^a/«f/€WA-a gbodwish for 
a philosopher of bis complexion, the greater part of 
-whose wisdom, whence^oever it came, inost certainly 
eame not from above. La hagatelk has no enemy 
in m^, though it has neither so warm aMend, nor so 
able a one, as it had in him. If I tri4e,;and merely 
trifle, it is because I am reduced to it by necessity 
r--a melancholy that notlung else so effectually dis- 
perses^ engages me sometimes in the arduous task 
of being merry by force. And strange as it may seem 
the most ludicrous lines I ever wrote, have been* writ« 
ten in the saddest moold, and but for that saddest 
mood, perhaps had never been written at all. 

I hear from Mrs. Newton, that some great pepr 
sons have spoken with great approbation of a certain 
book — ^Who they are, and what they have said, lam 
to be told in a future letter. The Monthly Reviewers 
in the mean time have satisfied me well^nough^ 

Yours, my dear William, 

w. a 
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To the Rev. WILUAM UN WIN. 

My dear William, Doctor 
]Beattie is a respectable character. I account him a 
jnan of sense, a philosopher, a scholar, a person of 
distihguished genius, and a goocj )vriter. I believe 
him tOQ a Christian ; with a profound revereijce for 
the scripture, with great zeal and abiHty to enforce 
the belief of it, (both which he exerts with the can-i 
dour and good-manners of a gentleman) he seems 
well entitled to that allowance ; and to deny it him, 
ivould impeach one's right fp the appellation. With 
all jthese good things to recommend him, there cai^ 
be no dearth of sufficient reasons to read his wri- 
tings. You favored me some years since, with oni 
of his volumes ; by which I wis both pleased and 
instructed : and I beg that you will* send me the 
pew pne, when you can conveniently spare it, or 
rather bring it yourself, while the swallows are 
yet upon the wing ; for the summer is going down 
apace. 

You tell me you have been asked, if I am in- 
tent upop another voliime } I reply-f—not at pre^ 
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sent) not being conviiK:ed:thatfI have met with suf« 
ficient encouragement. I account mysdf happy in 
having pleased a few, ''but am hot rich enough to de- 
spise Ae mai^« I do not know what sort of market 
my commodity 4ias found, but if a slack ohe,J must 
i>eware hq^ I ^al^e a second attempt My ^opk- 
seller wSl nqt be willing to incur acer^nioss; ^n^ 
I "cm as little s#>rd it. Notwidistaading what \ 
have said> I writer and am even now writing, for 
the{)ress. : I told you that I had translated s^^vera^ 
of the poems of Madame Guion. I 'told you too^ 
w I am mistaken, that Mr. Bull designed to print 
Ihem. That gentleman is gone to the sea-side with 
Mrs. Wilberforce, and will be absent six weeks. 
My intention is to surprize him at his return with 
the addition of as much more translation as I hav^ 
already given him. This however is still less likely 
to be a popular work than my former. Men, that 
have no religion, would despise it ; and men, that 
have no religious experience, would not under- 
stand it. But the strain of simple and unaffected 
piety in the original, is sweet beyond expression. 
She sings like an angel, and for that very reason has 
fbond bat few admirers^. Other things I write toos 
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yp .the ;]^v, IFM^M jU^*F?N, : : : ; , 

V . *My dear Wjlliam, not to retaliate, 
but for )irant of opportunity, I have delayed writing, 
Fron^ a $cene of mo^t uqiijitern^pted retif ^nent, we 
have parsed at^once ipto a. state of constant engage- 
inent ; not that our society ii^ ipuch ^luItiplied. The 
addition of ^n indiviplual has made ajl this difference^ 
Lady Austen and we pass our days alternately at 
fMich other's chateau. In the morning I walk with 
one or* other of the ladies, and in the afternoon wind 
thread. Thus did Hercules and Sampson, and 
thus do I ; and were both those heroes living, I 
fhould not fear to challenge them to a trial of skill 

* This letter closed with the Snglish and Latin Verses on 
f^ loss of the Itoyal Geagse^ insert^ beior». 
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in tltat business, trf tioubt to beat them bdfhV As 
to killing Kons, and other amusements of tfaatkfnd^ 
with which they were so delighted, I should be their 
humble senrant, and heg to be excused. 

Haring no franks, I cannot send you Mr. ->— — 's 
,two lettejs as I intendedv We corresponded as long 
es the occasion required, and then ceased. Charmed 
with his good sense, politeness, and liberdity to the 
poor, I was indeed ambitious of continuing acorres- 
pondehcfe mtK him, and told him so. Perhaps I had 
done more prudently had I never proposed it. But 
warn> hearts are not ^mous for wisdom, and mine 
was too warm to be very considerate on such an oc- 
casion. I have not heard from him since, and have 
long given up all expectation of it. I know he is too 
busy a man to have leisure for me, and j ought to 
have recollected it sooner. He, found tim^ to do 
much good, and to employ us, as hi§ agents, in do- 
ing it, and that Qiight have satisfied me. Though 
laid under the strictest injunctions of secrecy, both 
by him, and by you o;n his behalf, I consider royself 
9s under no obligation to conceal from you the re^ 
mittances he made. Only, in my turn, I beg leav% 
tQ request secrecy on your part, because, intimate 
gs you are with biiQ, and highly as he values you, I 
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cannot yet be sure thftt ike commuiucation would ' 
please him, his delicacies ga this subject being as 
singular a^ His benevoldii^el He sent forty pounds, 
twenty at a time. Olney has not had such a friend 
as this many a day ; nor has there been an .instance, 
at any time, of a few families so eflfectually relieved, 
or so cpmpletejy encouraged to the pursuit of that 
honest iiydustry, by which their debts being paid, 
and the parents and children comfortably clothed, 
they are now enabled to maintain themselves. Their 
labour was. almost in vain before ; but now it an^ 
swers; it earns them breads and all their other 
vranta are plentifully supplied. .. , v 

I wish, that by Mr..— 's assistance, your 
purpose in behalf of the prisoners may be effectu- 
ated. A pen, so formidable as his, might do mucTi 
good, if properly directed. The dread qf a bold As. 
censure is ten times more moving than the most 

eloquent persuasion. ^ They that cannojt feel for 

*' ' ' . ■ , .. 
others^ are the persons of all the world, who feel 

most sensibly for themselves. ., \ , "^ 



Youre/iny dear friend; 



^K. 



WC. 



iy'^ '<:• - '^ . I • .^ ■•!**; •. ;:!: r; iIj 



Digitized by 



Google 



78 

t'.: ; .* . ' . .:.}<? 'ff : ;!.) v>;.. • ".• '; '!,.-. , • 

, Feb. 8,1783. 

' ' ' ' ' ' When I contemplate the ha-' 

fi^ons of the earth, and their conduct towards eacli* 

> 6tbet, tlitoii^h the medium of a scriptural %ht, my 
dpiriions cf them are exactly like yoiir own^ Whe- 
t¥er they do good or do evili I see theih acting under 
the permission or' direction of Ifhat Providence who' 
governs the earthVwh6se operations are as irresis- 
tible,.^ they are silent and unsuspected.' So far we 
are perfectly agreed, and'howisoever we may differ 
upon inferior parts of th6 subject, it is, as you say; 
an affair of lio great consequence. For instance, 
you think tlie peace a better than we deserve,' and 
in a certain sense I agree with' you : as a sinful na- 
tion we deserve no peace at' all, and iiave reason 
enb\igH id he thankful that 'the voice of wir is at 
any rate put to silence.' 

Mr. Sfr^'n last c)iUd ;i$ deml ; it lived a little 
while in a world of which it knew nothing, and is 
gone to another in whicb it js abready become wiser 

^ than the wisest it has left behind. The earth is » 
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ruexlEK XVII. 
ToJOSEPH HILL, Esq. 

Feb. 13, 178^. 

MY DEAR FRIEND^ ' 

- Ii^ ^rijting^to you J never want 
a sobject. ^elf i$ always at hand» and self, with its 
cpi^c^ras^ is al)¥£^ypjtt|ere8ting to a friend. 

You may think perhaps, that having; commeaced 
pQfitJ^vpj'0&9ii^li>^,I:ia»(lftl9%ys Writing verses. Not 
sch«*-L>3uye Mriiteni jQiJtU .leftstj fffi^UfA^vm 

thing, fiioeo^Lp^li^dr-ittSteq^ (mtmlM^om 
lUrto^ibf.Jokoi^^GHpiil^uwfaUtb 

ieaditmitibwVsu8|(etdiigit^^ /; /i^ r..; : 



Digitized by 



Google 



§0 

Witt iK>t fpeitfiit m& to Specify, eiccept one, whidl^ 
modest as I am, I cannot ^uppr^sh-^a very haiid- 
y some letter &6m Dr, Franklin at Passy. These 
fruits k has brought me. 

I have l^eh, rtfreshtrig myself with a walk In 
thp^rden, where I find that January (who accord*, 
ing to Chaucer was the husband of May) being 
dead, February has married the widow. 

. Youis, &c. 

W.C. 



LETTER XVIII. 

' To JOSEPH HILL, Esq 

' Olney, Feb. 20, 1783. 

.Suspecting that I should not 
have hinted at Dr. Franklin'a encomium under any 
other influence than that of vanity, I was several 
times on the point of ^burning my letter for that veiy 
reason. But hot havifig lime ta write another by the 
same post, and believing tlmt you would bs^ve the 
grdce to pardon a Utde self<<:Qmfdacency<iii an au-* 
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thdr bti so trying ah ctccasioii,.! hi it pass. One diti 
naturally leads to another, aiid a greater; and thus it 
happens now, for I have no miy to gratify your cu- 
iiQsityj but by transcribing the letter in question* 
It is addressed^ by the \%^ay, not to me, but an ac- 
quaintance of mine^who had transmitted the volume 
to him without my knowledge* 

PassjfyMoi/t, 1788. 

i rtceivtd the tetter ymi did me the 
honor of wititig td me, and am much obliged by your 
kind present qf a book. The telish for reading of 
poetry had long since left me^ but there is somdhing so 
neT0 in the manner^ so easy^ and yet so cotrect in the 
languof^, so clear in the expression^ yet concise, and 
so just in the sentiments^ that Ihwoe read the whole 
toiih great pleasure^ and some of the pieces mare than 
mct^ 1 . beg you to accept my thanJful ackrumledge'^ 
meids, and toffresent my respects to the auth(^. 

Tour most obtdieht humble savant,' - 
Vol.?. F ^1 
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1.ETTEK XI3C. 

To JOSEPH HILL, Esq. 

- . MY 9XAR FKISKD^ 

Great revolutions happen 
in this Ant's nest of ours. One Emmet of ill^strrou^ ^ 
character, arid great abilities, pushes out another ; 
parties* are formed, they range themselves in formi- 
dable opposition, they threaten each other's ruin, 
they cross over arid are mingled together, and like 
the coruscations of ihe Northern Aurora amuse the 
spectator,* at the same time that by some they are 
supposed to be forerunners of a general dissolution. '- 

There are political earthquakes as wtel! as na^^ 
tural ones, the former less shocking to the eye, but 
not always less fatal in their influence tti^n the lat- 
ter. The image whi6h Nebuchadnezzar saw in hiii 
dream was made up of heterogeneous and incompa- 
tible materials, and accordingly broken^ Whatever 
is so formed must, expect- a^ like catastrophe. 

I have an etching of the late Chancellor hang- 
ing ctnef^e parlour chimney. I often contemplate 
it, and call to mind iSn^j^ when 1 was intimate 
w^ the original; It 13 very like him, but h^ is 
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dti^Ued by hi^ hat^ \i^hich, though ^hionable, is 
awkward ; by his great wig, the" tia of which is 
hardly disceitiible in profile, and by his band and 
gowD, whidh give him an appearance clumsily sa« 
cerdotal. Our friendship is) dead and buried, yours 
is the only iturViving one of alU with which I ^ai 
once hcmoredi 

Adieu ) 

W.C- 



LETTER XX. 

To the Rev. JOHN NEWTON. 

April 5, 1783., 

MY DEAR FRIEND^ 

When one has a letter to write, 
there is nothing more useful than to make a begin*" 
ning. In the first place, because unless it be begun, 
there is no good reason to hope it will ever be end-* 
ed ; and secondly, because the beginning is half the 
business, it being much more (jKfficult to put the peif^ 
in motion at first, than to^ continue the progrcAs of 
it, when once moved. . ^ 

F2 
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Mrs. C-^ — r-'s illnes, likely to prove mortal, axwK 
sedzing her at sucha time, has excited much oom«» 
passiou in my breast, and in Mrs. Ub win's, both for 
hep and her daughter*. To have parted with a child; 
she lores so much, ititendihg soon to follow her ; to 
fittd herself arrested before she could set out, and at? 
so great a distance from her most valued relatSonss 
her daughter's life too threatened by a disorder not 
often curable, iare circumstances truly affecting. She 
has indeed much natural fortitude, and to make her 
condition still more tolerable, a good Christian hope 
for her support, But. so it is, that the distresses of 
those who least need our pity, excite it most ; the 
/ amiablenesa of the character engages 0ur sympathy, 
and we mourn' for persons for whom perhaps we 
might more reasonably rejoice. There is still how- 
ever a possibility that she may recover ; an event 
we must wish for, ttiough for her to depart would be 
far better.. Thus we would always withhold from 
the skies those who alone can reach them, at least , 
till we arjB ready to bear them company. 

, Present our love,, if you please^ to Miss C-— •, 
I saw in the Gentlenatan's Magazine for last. month,, 
an ^ount of a physician, who has discovered a new. 
method of treating consumptive casea, whipb haa 
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•succeeded wonderfully in the tfial.' He fia'ds tlie seaft 
of the distemper in the stomach; and cures it prin- 
cipally by emetics. The old method of encounter- 
ing the disorder has proved so unequal Xo the task, 
that I should be much in-toed to any new practice 
that comes well recomtnended. He is' spoken of as 
a sensible and judicious man, but his name I have 
forgot, ^ ' 

Our love to all under your roof, and in parti- 
-cular to Miss Catlett, if she is with you.. 
Yours my dear friend, 

W.C. 

LETTER JCXl. 

Te the Rev. JOHN NEWTOlff. 

rr ' JVI^y5,1783. 

You may suppose thatl 

'did not hear Mr. preach, but I heard of him. 

How different is that plainness 6f speech which a 
' spiritual theme requires, from that vulgar dialect 

.which this gentleman has mistaken for it ! Affec- 
" tation of every sort is odious, especially in a minis- 

Iter,' and more especially an affectation that betrays 
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jiim into eaqureisiom fit pnly fot the nipuths (^ the. 
illiterate. Truth ipdeed peeds no ornament,. nei*. 
t^er does a hef^utifiil person ; bu| to clothe it th^e^ 
fore in rags, when i^ deceit habit w^ at hand, 
would be esteemed piypofftt^ous aiid absiurd. Th^ 
best propCMTtioned figure may be made offensive by 
7)egga[ry and filth, luad even tmths, which camedowq 
from Heaven, though they cannot forego their na-r 
ture, may be disguised and disgraced by unsuitable 
language, It is strgmge that a pupil of yours 
should blunder thus, Yoij may be consoled howr 
ever by reflecting, that he could not have prred so 
grossly if he had not totally and wilfully departed 
both fi-om your instruction and example; Were I 
to describe your stile in two words, I should call it 
plain and Qt^t, ^implicem mmdihis, and I do not 
know how I could giv^ i| juster praise, pr pay it a 
greater compliment, He that speaks to be under- 
stood by a Gopgregatiop of rustics, and yet ip terms 
that would not offend academical ears,, has fouiad 
the happy medium. This is certainly practicable; to 
men of taste and judgment, and the pf-actiice of a 
few proves it. Hactenus de Cpncionando. 

We are truly glad to hear that Miss €•!•— ^ 
is better, and hejurtily wij^h you more promising aip- 
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tHMiitft liMtl 9cotiatid. Ikkmutmaftinoinoitnufm 
We an acknowledge t6e defot^Sbut zre seldcnii pkds^d 
when th6s6 we h>Te ire ceqtlceiijtop^it. Tlito 
demand will find foa prepared &r it . ; ^ . 



Youre, my dear friend. 



W. C, 



Tfe ith« Rjer, WILIJAM UN WIN. 

^ • • . '. : Maylg, i.783* 

• . . j - My dear friend, a fettet 

ivrjiMeii Ir^m such a place asJtbis is a creation 4 au4 
creation is a work for which mere mortal man i^ 
Vi^ iadilT^ftri^ntly qualified. Ex mhih nihil Jiti is a 
paaxim that api^lies itself in every case, where dei^ty 
}« not concerned. With this view of the matter, I 
should charge myself with extreme folly fof pre^r 
tending to work without materials, did I not know^ 
that although nothing could be the result, even that 
iKMthipg witt be welcome. If I can teU you na 
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^ n&w0^l cm teH you a* least; tbat t f#totm ifouk 
highly; idiat my friiandship with yon and ypum^ tf 
the only balqi of my li^ ; a oomfoi^t, BuBmnt fo re-, 
coqcile qa to an existence destitute pf ^v^ry otlier, 
.This is not the language of to-day, only the effect 
of a transient cloud suddenly brought over pie, and 
suddenly to be removed, but punctually expressiive 
of my habitual frame ofjjaind, such a^ it has been 
these ten years, 

In the review of last month, I met with an ac« 
tount of a sermon preached by Mr. Paley, at the 
consecration of his fiiend, Bi9hop Law. The critic 
admires aqd extols the preacher, and devoutly pray^ 
the lord of the harvesit toaeiid forth ipore such la^ 
bourerd into his vineyard. I rather di^e^ from hint 
in opinion, pot being able to conjecture in what re-? 
$pect the vineyard will be benefited by isuch a mea- 
sure. He is certainly ingenious, and had stretched 
his in]^nuity to the uttermost, iii order to exhibit 
the church Established, consisting of bishops, priests, 
and deacons, in the most favorable point of view, 
I Jay it down fbr a rule, that when much ingenuity 
is necessary to gain ap argument credit, that Bxgtxm 
fnesat is unsound at bottom. So is his, and so are 
idlrthe petty devjces by which be peeks to enfoft^ 
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erders id the churclt is attebded witli this food con* 
^eqtieince^ that each'^ class of people issuppUed with 
acle^of their mfrn tevel Mduiescriptiaii) wiUt 
whom they jnay iive aftd associate on t^miq of equal* 
}ty/\ But in. order to^ect this good puqxise, there 
ought, to be at least three parsons in eyety parish, 
one for the gentry, one for trades and mechanics; 
and (me for the loweist of the vulgar. Neither is it 
easy to find many parishes^ where tli^ laity at large 
.have any society with their minister at all. This 
therefore is fancifnl, and ^ mere invention : in the 
next place he says it gives a dignity to the minktry 
)tself, and the clergy share in the respect paid to 
0ieir superiors. Much good ?nay such participa- 
tion do them! They tliemselv^ know how little 
jt amounts to. The djgnity a parson , derives from 
the lawn sleeves^ and square cap of his (diocesan> 
will be^er ^endanger his humihty. 
Pope says tnily* i ■ 

Wprth makies fbe man, apd want of it the ff^ff. 
The rest is all but leather or prunella. 

Again-^" Rich and splendid situations in the 
ehufch liave been jtistly regarded as prizes^ held put 
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to ]|iyijt^<|xfiTSCiQSi0£:gpod 'hopes^ niid ingeBiioits ajC-i 
t^uunents/' Agreed. -But the prize faeid out in 
tfaf Scripture, k of a very differeirt kind ; and<niree«^ 
dMa&tkd bails ar^ loo>often «Dapped by the worths 
less, mid ^ermoB of no attainmenti^at all. Th^y are 
mdaed incentives to avarice and auifbitiorfy but not 
to those acquicementsv by wludi only the minister 
riar function can be adomedr*--*zeal for tlte salyation 
cif ma9> humility^ and self-deniah Mr. Paley and 
1 thiirefore caanot agree. * ^ 

/ • • " • • • ' ■• ' 

^ Ypurs, my dear friend^ , 



'.\ . XETTEE XXIII.; f. ,'r;.. 

To JOSEPH HILL, Esq. 

-/ r. May96vlT8& 

I feel for my Uncle, and do 
ftot wonder that his loss afflicts him. A connexion 
that has subsisted so many years could not be rent 
asunder without great; pain to the survivor. I hope, 
hpweyer, and doubt not biit wiien he has had a. Utr 
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tie more time for vecollection, he will find th^it con* 
eolation in his own family» which is not the lot of 
evety Either to be blessed with^ It seldom happens 
that ntarried. persons live together so long* or so hap-^ 
pily ; but this which one feels oneself ready to sug* 
gest as matter of alleviation, is the very circumstance 
that aggravates his distress ; therefore he misses her 
themor^, and feels that he can but ill spare her. It 
i$ however a necessary tax, which aO who livelong 
must pay for their longevity, to lose many whom 
they would be glad to detain, (perhaps those in 
whom all their happiness is centered) and to see 
them step into the grave before them. In one re- 
spect at least, this is a merciful appointment': when 
Jife has lost that to which it owed its principal re- 
lish, we nqtay ourselves the more cheerfully resign 
it. I beg you would present him with my most af- 
fectionate remembrance, and tell him, if you think 
^t, how much I wish that the evening of his long 
d^y inay be serene and happy. 
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LETTEB XXIV. 

TatheRev.JOHN NEWTON; 

May31»17»3. 

I 

We rather rejoice thsn moura 
with you on the occasion of Mrs. C » * s deadt^. 
in the case of believers, death has lost his jsting, not 
jonly lyith reispect to those he takes a>vay« but with 
respect to survivors also. Nature indeed, wiU al- 
ways suggest some causes of sorrow^ when an amia- 
ble and Christian firi^d departs, but the scripture^ 
jK> many more, and |30 much more important reasons 
toreJQice, diat on such ojccasions, perhaps morie 
remarkably than on any other, sorrow is turned into 
JQy. The law of our land, is affronted if we say the 
^ing dies, and insists on it that he only demises. 
This, which is a fiction^ where a monarch only is 
^m qu^tion, in the case of a Christian, is reality and 
truth. , He only lays aside a body, which it is hjs 
privilege to be incumbered with no longer ; and in- 
stead of dying, in that moment he begins to live. 
But this the world does not understand, the^!bre 
the kings of it must ^o on demising to the end of 
the chapter^ ^ 

w,a 
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To tlie Rev. WILLIAM UN WIN. 

MY DEAR WILLIAM, 

Our severest winter, oomooionly ^ 
called the spring, is now over, and I . find myself 
seated in my favorite, recess, the green-Jiouse/ : In 
such a situation, so silent, so shady, where no hupian; 
&ot i«^ heard, and where only my myrtles p];esume: 
to peep in at the window, you may suppose I h^v^: 
no interruption to complain c^, and that my thoughts, 
are perfectly at n^ command; But the beauties o£ 
the spot are themselves an interruption, my atteur 
tipn being called upon by those very myrtles,, by a 
do^^ble row of grass pinks just beginning toblos^pmi 
andhy abi^d of beans already in bloom i M^d you 
'4te to consider it^ if you please, as no smeiU proof of 
my regard, that though you have so many power- 
ful rivals^ I disengage myself from them all, and de<- 
rote this hour entirely toyoiiv 

You are not acquainted with the Rev. Mr. Bull 
of Newport, perhaps it is as well for you that you 
are. not. You wookl r^r^t stiU more than you do> 
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^t there are so many .miles interposed betw£?en us^ 
He spends part of the day with us to-morrow. A 
dissenter, but a liberal one ; a man of letters and of 
geat«if ; master of a fine imagination, or rather not 
master of it; an imagination, which, when he finds 
himself in the company he loves, and can confide in, 
runs away with him into such fields of speculation, 
ad amose and enliven every other imagination that 
has thie happiness to be of the party ! at other times 
he has a tender and delicate sort of melancholy in 
his disposition^ not le^ agreeable in its way. No 
men are better qualified for companioi^s in such 
a' world as this, than men of such a temperament. 
Every scene of life has two sides, a dark and a bright 
<me, and the mind that has an equal mixture of me- 
lancholy and vivacity, is beist of all qualified for the 
contemplation of eitherr He can be lively without 
levity,'tmd pensive without dejection. Such a man 
is Mr. Bull. But— he smokes' tobacco— nothing is 
perfecftt— — 

Nihil est ab-omni 
Pttrte lieKtitm 

On the other side I send you a something, a 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



9» 

soing if you. pleese composed, hi^ Thwasdrt y ■ i ^ >fct 
incident h^pen^ th^ dajr befoie»*. , : 

Yours, 

vr.c: 

t 

I 

LETTER XXVX* . , 

To the Rev. JOHN NEWTON. 

June 13, 1783-1 

$1Y DEAR FRIEND, . 

I thank you for your Dutch 
communications. The suffrage of such respectable 
men must have given you much pleasure, a pleasure 
only to be exceeded by the consciousness you had 
before of having published truth, and of faaviitg 
iserved b good master by doing so. 

I have always regretted that your ecclesiasti- 
cal history went no further ; I never saw a woit that 
1 thought more likely to serve the cause of truth, . 
nor history appHed to so good a purpose. The facts 
incontiestible, the grand observations upon them aH 

' ■ ' • Hel* 'foUowed' his song of Ihe I^mt^ 
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inMragaSH i&d thtf «;ile, in my ja^gmli^tft, ineomp^ 
rably better than that of Rotertson or Gibbon. 1 
, would give you n^ reasons for thinking so, if I had 
not a very urgent one for declining it. You have 
no ear for such music, whoever may be the perfor- 
mer. What you added, but never printed, is quite 
equal to what has a-ppeared^ which I think might 
have encouraged you to proceed, though you mis- 
led that fteedom in writing, which you foiind before* 
While you were at Olney this was at least possible 
in a state of retirement you had leisure, without 
which I suppose Paul himself could not have writ- 
ten bis Epistles. But those days are fled, and every 
bppe of a continuation is fled with them. 

The day of Judgjiient is spoken of not only ad 
a^.urprise, but a snare — a snare upon all the inhabi- 
tants of the earth* A difference indeed will obtain 
in favor of the godly, which is, that though a snare, 
a sudden, in some sen^e an unexpected, and in every 
aense, an awful event, yet it will find tliem prepared 
to meet it. But the day being thus characterized, a 
wide field is consequently open to conjecture, some 
wil^ook for it at one period, and some at another; we 
ahall most of us prove at last to have been mistaken, 
and if any should prove to have guessed aright, they 
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will reap no advantage, th^ ftlicity of their c6i\)eo- 
tuie bein^ incapable of proofs till the day itself shall 
prove it; My own sentiments upon the subject 
appear to tne perfectly scriptural, though I have no 
doubt that they differ totally from those of all wh§ 
have ever thought s&out it» being however so singu* 
lar» and of importance to the happiness of mankind^ 
and being moreover di^cult to swallow, just in pro* 
portion 9$ they are peculiar, I keep them to myself. 
I api» and always liave been, a great observer 
of natural appearances, but I think not a superstiti* 
o^ one. The fisdlibiUty of those speculations, which 
lead men of fanciful minds to interpret scripture by 
jthe contingencies of the day, is evident from this 
consideration, that what the God of the scriptures 
has seen fit to conceal, he will not; as the God of 
.nature, publish. He is one md the same in both 
capainties, and consistent with himself, and his pur- 
.pose, if he designs a. secret, impenetrable, . in what* 
ever way we attempt to open it. It is impossible 
however for an observer of natural phenomena, not 
to be struck with the singularity of the present sea- 
son. The fogs^, I mentioned in my last^ still continue, 
though till yesterday the earth was as dry as intense " 
heat could make it. The sun continues to rise and set 
Vol. 2. , G 
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¥^iiout Vis nvif^l >ik1 i^f4fy shtiks at nooa^ eftes w 
a cloudleeB day« At eSe^en lais^ night the mooii 
was a dull red, isbe wa^ nearly at ter h'tgliest el«va-«^ 
tioii> and had the colour of "heMcit brick. Shewo^ld 
ftataraHy^ I'lcnow^ have such? aa appcartEWM?e looking 
thiou^h a misty atmosphere^ but that sik^ jbui mU 
m^fhere sfhbiild ofotaii^ f^ 80 long, a iaaxk^ iu a 
eoiiiifery where it H^s tiot happened io m^r Yemeni^ 
brance, even in the wmter, is -rather remarkable;. 
We have had feore thunder storms, than have con- 
sisted well with the peace of the fearful nrnidens in 
OJney, though not so many as have happened m 
places at no great distance, tior so vielenK Yester* 
1&y morning however, at seven o'clock, two foei- 
feiHs burst either in. the steeple oi» close to it. VTib- 
^iattt Andrews saw them meet at thafl: pointvdi^d im-- 
mediately after saw sudi a smoke issue fr6m ihk* 
apertures in the steeple, as soon reniiered it tnvls?^ 
'l>Ie : the i^oise of the explosion surpassed tdl the 
noises I ever heard-^'you Would have thought that 
a thousand sledge-hammers, were battering great 
stones to powder, all m the same instant. Th^ wea- . 
titer is still as hot, audi the air as full of vapour, as if 
there had been ^neither rahi nor tihunder all the 
snihmer«. 
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Ther6 wail dode a paiodiod {iatter itickbUibli^ 
eallcd Mist's Journal. A name well adapl^ tm 
the iheet before jou. -Mi^ty.holi^dr asl aoi^ 
I io not mean to be mystidal^ Imt to be under^ 
Itood^ like an almailack*maker» according to ifae 
letten Asl a poet nevertheless^ I claim, if any woOf 
derfiil event ihould follow^ a right to apply all and 
every such post-prognbstici to the purposes of die 
tfs^c mu8e« ^ 

Yours, 

tf.C. 

1£TT£R XXyiU 

To the Rev. JOHN NEtrrON, 

Jvm 17, 170»« 

Yauf letter reached Mr. &■■■ " » 
while Mr* — — * was with him ; whether it wrought 
«ny change in ^is opinion of that gentleman, as k 
'preftcher, I know hot, but for my own part I giv« 
you fuU credit for the soundness and rectitude of 
yauri* No man was ever scolded out of his siiltf. 
The heart, corrupt es it is, «ad because it is. sa» 
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l^mfea'angry^ifif he not treated: widl some manage-^ 
fttebtv-^iifl good ma&nefs, and scolds again. A'surly 
mastiff Mirilb.iwaj: 'perhaps to be stroked, though' h# 
mUigroiafUevitof under that opemtion, bot if yo« 
idttckh^l^OfixgUy, he will bite, Thereisriiio graee 
thet^faes^irkioffsdf can cbunterfeit with: more stic4 
btas lhaiifaTeligiQfUJS zeal. A vcitn Ibbiriksi he is £ght<» 
fdg fer;Quiskv:aBd;he is- figbtiog fi^^p hiSi own no* 
tions. He thinks that he is skilfully sparcbing tit€ 
hearts of others, when he i^only gratifying the ma- 
Usni^ of his own, and charitably supposes his hear- 
ers destitute of all gra^Cj, that he may shine the 
more in his own eyes by comparison. When hjp- 
has performed this' notable last, he w:onders that 
they are ^^.iiOfive^tedy " he has given it them 
*' soundly, and if they do not tremble, and confess^. 
*4hatt3odil!tt 4n him of a truth, he gives them up 
" as reprobate, incorrigible, and iost forever; - vBut 
jIUBMW Aatloyes^me;, if.hQ se^ me in an error, will 
j^ty m^ itnd endeavour eaimly .to conyjnce' me gf 
^t, and persuade me to forsake it. ! Ifbe^hasgf^t 
^d good news tp tell me, he will not dp it aagrily, 
^ddQ*much heat and discomposure of spirit It in 
not.thqrefoie easy to.concfivepn what grouad^ 
^^nister cjui. J[}is)if(^ a cpnduct, wluilh ,oi% gro];^ 
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tliit t)e does mt undAsflfod t)^ <di9M^. : rlfhe ahi 
Mrdhy of it vronlA o^tijbty strike him if lie titm 
a«t hinsdf dduded. . 

• A. people .will aWays iove^a minister, if a xA 
nist^ seems to love hispeofde. The old ttiaxini, 
Smik ogit in simile^ is. in no case more exactly «e{ 
lifi^d : therefore you were beloved at Oln^, aadlif 
you preaofaed to the'Chickesaws,aB4 Chacl^liatM^ 
w0uld be equally beloved by them. ' ^<'^ 

W.Cl 



LETTER XXVin. 

. To the Eev. JOHN NEWTON. 

June 19, 1783- 

Tke translation of jnouT letter 
into Diitckj was news that pleased me much. I in- 
tended plain prose, but a rhyme obtruded itself, and 
I became poetical when I least' expectecl if/ W^en 
you ;wrote tbose letters you did not dream that you 
jweredisignedforanapotde to theDutcH. Ybt'^ 
it proves, and sQoh among many others are the acS^ 
vantages we derive from the -artofprih ting:: Aii aft 
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id wliidh iiMiiputd^y fmn wte inMroetad hf tkt 
nme great teachei', whd taught him to epibrtiidtt 
ftkr the service of the sanctuary,, iudd l^hieh aolduiili 
^baost to as giteat a Ues^^g da the gpft of tongues: 

The sututner is paasiilg aitagr^ and hitherto 
has hardly been aitfaw me^ or kiu . Perftetii^d 
d^nda wtetroept the ibflueneeof the aiin, and for the 
IMst part thele is an autumnal cdchiesa iA thf^ Mrea« 
ther, though we are abbiiat itpOn the «¥e of dio 
Jiaxgest day. 

We are well, and always mindful of you, be 
IQtndfiil of us, and assured that we love you. 

Yours my dear fnend« 

W, C, 

LETTER XX|||<- :,:: ^ ' 

^* To the Rev, JOHN NEWTON, 

JulyS7il788* 

You itsmMib have tnore 
j^eaaure in receivii^a letfiair from me> than Ibhouhl 
find, in writing ^t, were it j^ot ailnoat'imposaiUe in 
aut;h a-place to fi^d a suhj^t» ; 
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upoD which naany. §rav.e^ apd per||^p$ socae profit* 
ableohsmations noj^ht be smde; but those iixci- 
4eBts never reaching.my uafertunate efu^Hboth the 
^entcrtfiuk^g pfurmtiyik» aa^ therefl^tioQ it might 
.si^^€8t| «jre to me aaoihilated aflid lost I look b^ck 
jo-tbepaert jp^'eek^ and Bay, what di4 it pi©duce,> 
t ask the same que8txon.^f the week grecedinsh ^4 
'duly receive .the «ame answer from both— Clothing ! 
^^A ^itpaticta like .thia» in which I ach as unknown 
to the wodd^aiB I am 4^{H^aai^f all that passes in it, 
m wl^ich l h^ve AQthiagto do but to think, would 
^xactljf wit me^ were my subjecte of meditation a| 
' agf;ee^l|)ea^ my lilifivre k» uBLinterrupted , my piassio^ 
for retirement is aot at allak«d:ed, after so many years 
speBt^p jthe xnogt «e(|uest0red state, but rathor in- 
or^Mgd. .A tircumstaAce, I should ei&teem wood^uji 
to a degree-nfft to be acqo^nl^ fpr, considering^ the 
conditjwi of my juind, did I not know that we thinfe 
as We arf inade to think, and of course approve a»4 
prefer, ^ Proyidence, who appoints ^e bounda pf 
our habitation^ chusQS^ for jjt^ Thus I am both fi:ee 
and. a prisoner at the tsame time, Th^ wodd k h^x 
fore me ;. I am- not .«hut .qp in the Bastile;; .^tberft 
Mxe no moats abocft xay oui^le^ no k)r^9<.u{>pi} in^ 
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gates, of which 1 have not the key-— but an invisible, 
uQcontrouIable agency, a local attachment, an incli4 
pation more forcible than I ever felt, even to the place 
pf my birth, serves me for prison walls,and forbounds 
which I cannot pass. In former y^s I have known 
forrow, ai^d befqre I had ever tasted of spiritual trOUf 
^le. The effect was an abhorrence of the scene in 
which I had sufiered so nfuch, and a weariness of 
thosje objecfcai which I had so long looked at with an 
^e of despondency and dejection. But it is other? 
^wise with me now. The same cause subsisting, and 
in a much more powerful degree, fails to produce its 
natural effect. The very stones in the garden-HvaJIs 
fixe my intimate acquaintance. I should miss almost 
|:he minutest object, and be disagreeri>ly affected by 
\ts renioval, and am persuaded, that w^ere it possible 
I could leave this incommodious nook for a twelve« 
pionth, I should return to it again with rapture, and 
be transported with the sight of objects, which to 
all the world beside, would be at least indifferent ; 
iome of theni perhaps, such as the ragged thatchi 
and the tottering wall§ of the iieighbouring cottages, 
^i^gusting. But 90 it i$, and it is so, becauise herfe 
1$ to be my abode, and because such is the appoint- 
jjient oi liiPn that placed me in it. 
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<|9tfr'ten«^mmttupi«ter(wiMii^ * ^ 

Jt is the place of all tjift world I Ipve the mpst,.po{ 
for ^y I^ppiness it aflfordsf me, bjit because here I 
eai| be misej^ble lyitb iQost poovenience to myself. 
Imd with the lea^t di9t^Fbanc6 fo others. 

You wonder, and (I ^are gay) unfeignedly, be- 
i^ause you do not think yourself entitled tp such 
praise, that I prefer your Style, as an historian, to that 
of the two naost r(3nowned writers of history the pre* 
jBent day has seen. That you may not suspect me of 
having said njpfe th^ my je^\ opinion will warrant, 
I will tell you why. In your style I see no affectation, 
Jp every line pf theirs I see nothing else. They dis- 
gust me always, Robertson with his ppmp and his 
strut) ap^l^^bon wi^h his fipioal and French manners. 
You are ?b corrept as they, You express yourself 
with a^ much precision, Your words are ranged with ^ 
as muc|i propriety, b^t you do not set your periods 
to a'ta^e. They discover a perpetual desire to ex- 
hibit themselves to advantage, whereas your subject 
engrosser you, They sing, and you say ; which, ai 
history is a thiiig to be said, and not sung, is, in my 
i|i^gme«t vejcy m^ch to your advantage. A writer 
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tbat despises tlmr tiiekis^tedisycin^ther inelegeoit 
%^ mhannoBious« proves himselfi by. that single cir- 
cumstance, a ma& of superior judgment and ability 
to them both. . You have my reasons. 1 honor a 
ihanly character, in which good^ensev and a desire 
6f doing g^d, are th^ predominant features— 4)iii 
affectation is an emetic. / 

W.C. 



LETTEtt XXX. 

Tr> the Rev. WILLIAM UN WIN. ' 

'• . • ' ^ 

Atigust 4, 1783. 

My dear William, I feel mytseK 
Isensibly obliged by the interest you take in tbef suc- 
cess of my productions. Your feelings upon the sub^* 
ject, are such as I should have myself* had -1 an op* 
|>ortunity of callingJohnson aside to make the ebquii- s 
ry you propose. But I am pretty well prepared for 
the worst, and so long as I have the opinion crfa few 
capable judges in my favoir and am thereby con- 
vifloed that ' I have neither disgraced myself nor rojr 
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•Kbjcct; 8li»U not fori mfmU^p«aeA t^ My ft# 
IMtue aiiapety riiout the vale. To sum, tilth Aiccc«i 
at the npiriiwil good of ma&k^, and to becmne p<K 
pufcur by writi^ 00 scriptural subjects, w^re an unr 
reasonable ambition, even for a poet to exctertain ia 
days like th«e. Verse may have many d^anns, but 
has none powerful enough to conquer the av^:sioa 
of , a dissipated age to such instruetion. Ask the 
question ther^ore boldly and be i>ot mortified even 
though he should shake his bead, apd drop hischiRi 
for it IS' no more thm we have reason to expect, W^ 
will lay the iault np6n the vice of th^ times, andw^ 
will wquit the poet , . 

I an^glad you were pleased with my Latift^ ode^ 
and indeed with my English dirge as much aii I was 
myself. The tube laid me under a disadvantage, 
i^Iigiag nke to write in Ale^ndrines ; which, I sup^ 
pO0e, wduld liuit no ear, but a Freneh one; n^ithef 
did I intend any thing more than that the subject^ and 
the words sAiould be sufficiently accommodated t^ %h^ 
music. The ballad is a species of poetry, I believe 
peculiar- tot this country, equally adapted to the 
drollest, ahd the most tragical subjects. Simf^icfty 
•nd e9ie ariP its proper <;hara€terist}cs» Our for^ 
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tkers «tc«lled<fe tt ^ but wemodehfti; hfti^ lost tfa* 
ikft. It 18 observed,^ that we have lew good Englisll 
odes. ' Bnt to taake amends^we have many excelfeiit 
faaHads^ not kiferiorperhaps in true poetical merit to 
«omeof tlie very best odes, that the Greek or Latin 
langu&^ea have to boast of. It is a sort of composition 
1 was everfond of, and if graver nnitters had not caHed 
me wKrther way, should have addicted myself to it 
more than to any other, I inherit a taste for it from 
cny iather,.who succeeded well in it himself, and who 
lived at a time when the best pieces in that way were 
^pioduced. What eanJbe prettier than Gay's ballad 
or rather Swift's Arbuthnot's PopeV and Gfiy^s, in 
the What do ye call it^-^Twas when the seas were 
V foaring." I have been wdl informed, that they ail 
contributed, and that the most celebrated iissociatioti 
of clever fellows, this country ever saw, did not think 
it beneath them to unite their strength and abilities 
in the composition of a song. The success howeveqr 
answered their wishes. The ballads that Bourne has 
translated, beautiful in themselves, are still more 
beautiful in his version of them, infinitely sui'passing 
in my judgment, .all that Ovid or Tiballus^ have left 
hehipd them. They are quite as^gant, and fer movi 
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totidkiiig^sQid pitth^bc; thantbe tendece9tuBKiK)ke9.tf 

So much for balktds, and baHad^wniers.»-^*t/k 
** inx)rthy .subject," you wiU say, " for a^man, wfaoae 
^Vbead might be filled with better things : ''<-^-«od 
it is filled with better things, but to. so ilia purpCM 
that 1 thrust into k all manner of tofHcs, that way 
prove more amu^ng;*a$ ft)r> instance, I have tw« 
foldfinches, which in the summer occupy the green 
bouse. .A few days sinqe, being employed io 
cleaning gut thieir cages> I placed that which I: had 
in hand upoai the table, while the. other huii^ 
against the waU : die windows ;and the dooss . stood 
wide open. I went to fill the^fountaiiiat thepump 
and on my return, was npt a little- surpiisod to&id 
,a goldfinch sitting on the top of the cage I had been 
, 4:kani0g and singing to, and kissing tUe.goldfiqck 
within. I approached ^him ; and he discovi^^ n# 
fear ; still nearer, and he discovered none. I ad« 
vanced my band towards him, and he took no no* 
tice of it. I seized him, and supposed I had caug^^ 
« new bird, but casting my eye upon the other cag# 
•perceived my mistake^ Its inhabitant, during my 
absence, had con trived^ta find an opening, where 
the wire had been a little bent, and made no othet 
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m% jofidie iteoape it flfi>rded }mi^ tkati to salute id» 
friend, and to converse with him more intixaatel^f 
flian4ie haddcme beibre. I retnmed him to h\B 
jproper manakm, but in vain« In \em thm a minute 
he had thrust his l^^le person-through the aperture 
a^nv and again perched upon his neighbour's' c^e^ 
Iqsfling faint, as at.ihe first, and singing, as if trans-^ 
pQtt&A witli ,tbe fortunate a<)T€«ture. I could not 
but respect such friendship, as for ihe sake of its 
gratificatipn, had twice decUoed an opportunity to 
be £ree, and, consenttag to their union, resolved^ 
|)Mt for the future, one cage isAiould bold them both. 
I am glad of such incidents. For at a pindt^ and 
vwhen I fleed«ntertainment, the versification of them 
aervea to divert me. 

I trsnspribe for you a piece*of Mada^ Guion, 
Mt as the best, but as being shorter than many, anji 
fB gipod as most of them. 

Yours evQ*^ 

w.c. 
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LETTER XXXi: 

To the Rriv. WILLIAM UNWIM. 

MY DEAK TBIEKOr 

So long a diletice neecb all 
apology* I have been liindered by a three-week* 
visit from our Hoxton friends, and by a cob), and 
feverish cortfptaint, which are but just removed* 

The French poetess is certainly ch^geablc wit^ 
the fault you mentiop, though I thought it not s» 
glaring in the piece I sent you. I have endeavoured 
Indeed, in all the translations I have made, to CUr^ 
IBer of that evil, either by the suppression of passa- 
ges exceptionable upon that account, or by a more 
sober and respectful manner of expression. Sti& 
liowever she will be found to have converse &mUi* 
Wly with Godr but I hope not fukomely, nor so as t6> 
give reasonable disgust to a religious reader. ' Tfaltl 
God should deal famiUady withman, or whickis^is 
same things that he should permit man to deal fami- 
liarly with him, seems not very difficult to conceit^,, 
or presumptuous to suppose, when some things at^ 
taken into consideration. Woe t^ thesih&eiv^lttL 
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»haii dan to take a liberty with biiQ that is not war' 
ranted by his word, or to which he himself has. not 
encouragml Ifpn* . When^he assumed inan^snature^ h6 
revealed himself as the friend of man, as the brother, 
Qf€;very.s<li|J that loves him. He cpnversed freely 
with man while he was on ea^th, and as freely with 
hipi a^ei: his resurrection I doubt not therefore 
tpgiXit is possible to enjoy an aqcess to him even now 
unincumbered with cerenK>nious awe, easy, delight- 
ful, ^d without constraint. This hqweveri can only 
be ^§,lotof. those who make it the business of their 
|ly^.t0 pl?ase.him, and to cultivate con\munion with 
jOiittL And th^n I pr^ume there can be no dan^r 
pf QJQTence^becapse such a habit of the «oul is of his 
own creation, and near as we come, we come no 
.ni^er to him than he. is pleased to draw us. If we ad^ 
dress him as children, jt is because he tells us he is our 
father. If we unbosom ourselves to him as to a friend 
it is because he calls us friends, and if we t^eak to 
Jhim in . the language of love, it is because he first 
^usjed it, thereby teaching us that it is the language, he 
di^lighis to hear from his people. But I confess, that 
tluough the weakness, the folly, and corruption of 
^tpsiXi nature,^this privilege, like all [other Christian 
jpgjrii^es, is Uable to abuse. There is a mixture of 
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fevil in ^verjr thing We d6, indulgence encourages us 
to encroach, and while we exercise the rights of 
<ihildren^ we become childish. Here I think is the 
point in which my authoress failed, end here it is 
that I have particularly guarded my translation, not 
l£^d (tf representing her as dealing with Qod fami* 
liarly, but fo6lishly, irreverently, and without du^ 
attention to his majesty, of which she is somewhat 
guilty. A wonderful fault for such a woman to fall 
into, who spait her life in the contemplation of his 
glory, who seeins to have been ai wayd impressed with 
a sense of it, and sometimes quite absorbed by the 
views she had of it. 



L£tT£R XXXII. 

To the Rev. JOHN NEWTON. 

Sept. 8,1783. 

MT DEAR FRIEND, 

Mrs. tJnwin would have an- 
swered your kind note from Bedford, had not a pain 
in her side prevented her. I, who am her secretary 
upon such occasions, should certainly have answeredf 
Vol. 2. H 
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it foi^, ^, but wa3 hindered by illness, having, been^ 
n^self seized with a fever immediately after yout 
departure. . The account pf your recovery g^ve us» 
great pleasure, and I am persuaded that you wiUr 
feel yourself repaid by,. the informatioo that I give 
you ofjpiae, Ther^veiiies your head was fiUed with,, 
^'hiie your disorder wasaiiost prevalent, though they 
Vfete but reveries, ajid the.ojBfspring of a heated im*^ 
agin;ition, .afforded you yet a comfortablQ evidence 
of the predominant biaa.of your heart ,and niiiid, ta 
the best gybjpct^. 1 heid.none such — ind<?ied I was. 
yi' np degree 4^1irious, nor. has any thing less than, a 
fever really dangerous, ever made nje jso. In thi^ 
respect, if in no other, I may be said to have a strong 
head, and perhaps for the same reason that wine 
would never make me drunk, an ordinary degree of 
fev^r has no effect 'U{)pn rpy. understanding. The 
epidemic b^ins to be more mortal as the autumn- 
coities on, aiid in Bedfordshire-, it is reported, how 
truly I cannot say, to be nearly as fatal as the plague^ 
i heard lately of a clerk in a public oflSce, whose, 
chief employment it was, i^r many yearly. to admi- 
nister oath^, who being light-headed ia a fever, of 
Which.be died, spent the last week of his life, i^ cry- 
ing day and nigljt— 7" So help you God—kiss the 
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book— i^iV6 rhe a shilling.^/ ,What a wretch in ccm-- 
parison with you ! ^ 

Mr. S— — ha3 befen ill almost ever since you 
left'us, aitid last Saturday, as on many foregoing Sa^ 
turdays, was dbliged tb clap on a blister by way of 
preparation for his Sunday labours. He cafanot draw 
breath upon any other terms. If holy I'orders were 
always conferred upon such coilditions, I (Question 
b\it eVen bishopricks themselves would want an oc- 
cupant. But he is easy and cheerful. 

I beg you will mention me kindly to Mr. 
Bacon, and make him sensible that if I did not write 
the paragraph he wished for, it was not owing to any 
want of respect for the desire he expressed, but to 
mere inabihty. If in a state of mind that almost 
disqualifies me for society, I could possibly wish to 
form a new connexion, I should wish to know him ; 
but I never shall, and things being as they are, I do 
not regret it. You are my old friend, therefore I do 
not spare you ; having known yoy in better days, I 
make;ypu pay for any pleasure 1 might then afford 
you, by a communication' of my present pains. But 
I have no cjaims of this sort uppn Mr. Bacon^ 

Be pleased to remember us both, with much 
affectictti; to Mrs, Newtgn, and to her and your Eliza 

H2 
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•—to Miiss C-— likewise, if she is with you. Poor 
Eliza droops and languishes, but in the land to 
which she is going, she will hold up her head, and 
(koop no more. A sickness that leads the way to 
everlasting life, is better than th^ health c^aoxantedi^ 
luvian.. Accept our united love. 

My dear friend, , 

Sincerely yours, , 



LETTER XXXXII.. 

To the Rev. JOHN NEWTON. 

Sept. 23, 1783ii 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

We are gla.d that having beeni 
attacked by a fever, which has often proved fiital; 
and almost always leaves the sufferer debilitated to 
the last degree, you find yourself so soon restored 
to health, and your strength recovered. Yoxar health 
lund strength are useful to others, and in that view, 
important in hit account who dispenses both, and 
by your means a more precious gift than either. 
For my omn part, liiough I have not been laid up« 
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I h*re nev^r been perfectly well $frice yoli left use 
A smart j^er^ which hsttA indeed but a few hours/ 
succeeded 4^. lassitude ^d want of spirits, that 
si^emed stitt to indicate a fevferisk habit, has iftsede 
ibr $pme time^ and still makes me very unfit for my 
fevorite occupations, writing arid reading— *-*^o Ifeit 
even a letter, and even a letter to you, is not widi* 
out its barthen. 

John -*-«-^ has had the epidemic, and feiaft it 
stilly bftt grows better* When lie was first sei:^ 
with it, lie gave notice that he. should die^ bat in 
this only instance of {m^phetic exertion^ he seems 
to have been mistake: he has however been very 
near it I should have told you, that pocwr John 
fa^ been very ready to depart, and much comfortedi 
through his whole ilhiess. He, you know, though 
a silent, has been a very steady professor. He indeed 
fights battles, and gainst victoria, but makes no 
noise. Europe is not astonished at his Seats, fo« 
leign academies do not seek him for a member ; he 
will never discover the art of flying, or send a globe 
of taflkta up to Heaven* But he will go thither 
himself^ 

Since you went, we dined with Mr. — — , I 
had sent him notice of our ^7*sit a week before, 
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'tvhich lili9 a coaCempldtivid, atudioos mm, «$ h# is, 
he put in his pocket and f<H^ot, When w^wmy^^ 
tlie parlour wifidawS'Wfere shyt, ap^ the hoUae had 
the appearance -of being uninhabited, Ait& wmir 
ing some time however, the maid opened the dpQr» 
and the master presented hima6lf. It is hardly w<»tl^ 
while to observe so pepeated^y, that his garden seems 
n spot contrived only for the growth. pf melancholy » 
bul being always affected by it, in the -same way, I 
cannot hdp it* He shewed me. a^japok, in which 
he had pl^cedia bepchV and.whecei he sajd )ie fqpa4 
it very vefieshing Xo. smo)jLe his pipe and meditate. 
Here he sits, wjltbhis back against pne brick-M^IU 
and his nose against another, v^hich mqst, you know, 
lie very refreshing,;^ and greatly assist. meditati()n. 
He rejoices the more in this niche, because it is an 
acquisition made at «ome expenqe, and with no 
small labour ; several loads of earth were. r^mQved, 
in order to make it, which loads of earth, bad J the 
management of them, I should carry thither again, 
and fill up a place more fit in appesi^ance to be. a re- 
pository for the dead than the liying, I wouid <») 
no account, put any man out of conceit with his in^ 
ijocent enjoynxents, and therefore never tell him my 
thoughts upon tl^is subject, but h^ is i)Ot 6eldpp% 
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tinfion hdpa toinake hiiof SQ& * I ^ - -^-^ 

voj^es, whea it cm he ^tatebmrnimhAyJ i Yiiif 

tbmn ao effeetusrlly aa reading aloud. 

Yours, my dear friend, 






LETTER XXXIV, 



to the Rev/WILLIAM UNWm. ^ ^ ' 

Set>t* 39, 1783; 

• , . ^ We arc soipry that you and 

your 4iou9bold partake so largely of the ill effects of 
this unhealthy season. You are happy however in 
having hithcarto escaped' the epidemic fever, which 
has prevailed much in this part of tlie kingdom, and 
<^ied many off, Yo«r mother And I are well. After 
more thaii a fortn^ght'k indispositiMi, which slight 
appelh^on is .quite adequate to the description of 
all I'^tfieared^ i .am ^ length restored' J>y a grain or 
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^oofflOMtieTavlnr. ItkiKax IgeiiiM%>pqrm 
Mitumn* By this timet I hop^t « porer eA« tkm 
w* have iMQ t)iE^ mootiMi; ipd* tiMP bnght^r tuiui 
thta the ionmor had te hottit, hti^e ofaedt^ed^^viip 
''NllWEita, aii4 ma4a yoqr existence nKHrfooinliPHrtable^ 
We are j^tioDal. But we are amoial too, aodlfaeaa- 
fore subject to the ioAuoices c^ the wither./: < The 
cattle in the fields sboif evident aymptoms of 'las- 
situde and disgrustp in an ufipleasa^t seasoft ; and 
we, thehr loids and master^ are constratired to syra^- 
tiuze with theai t the only di^^renoe betweeuciia i$, 
that they know not the cause of thpir d^ecliDn^ aqd 
wo do, but, for ow huniiliation, are equally «( a 
loss to cure it. Upon this account I have some- 
ttm^ wishad myaelf ^ philosopher. How happy, in . 
comparison with mysielf, dpe^ the aagaoipus invesr 
tigator of pature seem, whose fancy is ever qpiployT 
nd in die invention g£ h]fp€the$e$i aqd his rw^om in 
the support of them ! While hejs accounting fo| 
llie origin of the winds, he has no leisure to hU 
tend to their influence i|pop himsel^'r^-^aidf while 
}^ considers what the sun is made of, forgets tfiat 
]ie has not sho«^ for a month. -On^ picyect indeed 
supplants anotben The vortices of Desoarles, gave 
W^y to l^e gnswitation of Newtoo, aid dli* ^ga|a \n 
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tisMtehedbbjr the eleetricsl fluid of arnioilem. One 
gttentkN) blpmrbvibb^, aiui the nextbvedis thent 
Pot in the ^watmieyoQr phdoeplier is a h^qppy 
pmr- H^ evcdpes a t|wu8tf|d inqnietiideg, to whidi 
AMi'iiKk)tot zm tqbjeot, aq4 fifths im oacupataon, 
. WlMllisr it be the punuit of a butterfl^t or a de*^ 
poii9t!a(ioii^ Ihe wbolfMHaeat exercise in the vrofldt 
As he psoceeds, be appends himseUl Hisdteeo- 
Teriea^ though evantfully perhaps they prove but 
• (ivemns, ms to haa resK^*^ The w<ffld gdo^e at 
bim> as lie dqps at new phsenomenain the heavensi 
ffnd pnhaps mdefstand him as Httlet Butdiis 
(toes net ptereot their pcaises, nor a| all di£^tiirb 
}mk in a^ enjoym^t of that self^complacenoe to 
whieh hisi imaginsary snccessentitles him. He wait 
I bis honom while be bves, and if anodier a^ps 

them off when he has been dead a centpry, it is 
po great matter; be ban then make shift without 
0iem* 

I hav0 said i^ great deal npoil tlus subject, 
md, %ti6m notw^hat it all amounts to. I did not 
intend a syllable of it when I began, But currente 
^amfff I stiunblfd upon it. My end is to amuse 
piysdtf'aDd yon. The former of these two points is 
IHSf ^^reilr vl ^U be happy if I do not miss the latter, 

I 
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1^ the xvay, nrhat is y^emi opinkln t£ them 
air-btdkobtiR ? I. am quite ch9m€d}fi«A«itlie;,-dioc«>» 
very. I« it notpoteMe^^ymBiipl^ I) lxiic<Mi^ 
yiey such a quantity cjf inflwafiriableaiy^iiita ttie.iio^: 
mach, and abdomm^* tb«it;tlie ^hilo^iipli^^ jto'lotigth - 
gravitating to a. centre,. isbiil'«se«ftd byt hiS}'mfQr 
dE>l^parative levity, >atnd neyjer: jitop' 'tiU he.;faaa: 
reached the medium^; exactly. «fi §f^/Am mthACiwf^, 
i^d } May he not by the.help of 3) pj^|»eb0ar^l>rud< 
der/ attached to his.postc^ncft^ : sta^ hinptdf ^Jn^ifaat^ 
puer element with eaae, and again b|r a* il<»r,attidl 
gtauloaLdischargeof his aerial coAteiitSi, r^ov^rftitt 
farmer tendency to the earth, said: dew^d^ without ^ 
the Muallest danger or inccmveni^tB;? Ihiwe tbifigs 
aoe worth, enquiry, and (Idareaty) th$y wiH be 
eaquired aftar.as they deserve: Ihi^pffnnmiwn ho^ 
minidaUt^ are likely to be l€»6 rj^etted than they 
were ; and perhaps a flight, pfaciid^ipicians, and a 
covey of fine ladies, ;nay be no uncommon spectacle 
in the next generation. A letter which appeared 
in the public prints last week, conyincwm^ that 
the learned are not withojLit hopes <>f i^ome.SHofa 
improvement upon this discovery. The aUt)»or is a 
sensible and ingenious n^n, and under a jfoasonaUe 
?pprebensioii th«it th^MgnoraptTna^.f^el themselves 
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iDcHned to laugh upon a subjecti that affects him* 
self with the utmost seriousness, with much good 
maimers, and management, bespeaks their patience 
sb^esting many good consequeiice^, that may re« 
suit from a course of experiments upon this ma- 
chine, and amongst others, that it may be of use ip 
ascertaining the shape of continents and islandsf, and 
t^e face of wide-extended and far distant countri^^ 
an ejad not to be hoped for, unless by these means 
ofextraordinary elevation, the hi;man prospect may 
be immensely enlarged, and the philosopher, ex^- 
alted to the skies, attain a view of the whole hi^mis- 
phere at opce. But whether he is to ascend by the 
mere pflation of his peison, as hinted above, or whe- 
ther in a sort of band-box, supported upon balloons 
|s not yet apparent, nor (I suppose) even in his own 
- jfiea perfectly decided. 

Yours, 

My fiear William, 

W-C. 
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LETTER XXXT. 

To the Rev: JOHN NEWTON. 

Oct. 6, 1783- 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

^ It is indeed a melancholy 

consideration, that the gospel, whose direct tenden* 
cy is to promote the happiness of mankind in the 
present, as well as in the- life to come, and Jwhich 
so effectually answers the design of its author, when- 
ever it is well understood- and sincerely believed, 
should through the ignorance, the bigotry, the su^^ 
perstition of its professors, and theambition of popes, 
and princes, the tools of popes, have produced iriici* 
dently so much mischief; only furnishing the world 
with a plausible excuse to worry each other^ while 
(hey* sanctified the worst ca^use with the specious 
pretext of zeal, for the furtherance of the best. 

Angels decend from heaven to publish peace 
between man and his Maker— ^the Prince of Peace 
himself comes to confirm and establish it, and war, 
hatred, and desolation are the consequence. Thou- 
sands quarrel about the interpretation of a book j 
>f hich none of them understand. He that is slain, 
dies firmly persuaded that the crown of martyrdom 
i&xpects him, and he that slew him, is equally con- 
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vinced that he has done God service. In reality, they 
arc both mistaken, and equally unentitled to die ho* 
nor they arrogate to themselves. If a multitude of 
blind men should set out for a certain city,, and dis«* 
pute about the right road till a battle ensued betweeB 
them, the probable effect would be that none of them 
would ever reach it ; and such a fray, preposterous 
and shocking in theextreme, would exhibit a picture 
in some degree resembling the original of which we 
hs^ve been speaking. And why is not the world thus 
occupied at present ? even because they have ex* 
changed a zeal that was no better than madness^ fot 
an indifference equally pitiable and absurd. The 
holy sepulchre has lost its importance in the eyes of 
nations, called Christian, not because the light of 
true w isdom has delivered them from a supentiti6u» 
attachment to the spot, but because he that was bul- 
lied in it is no longer regarded by them as the Savi*- 
our of the world. The exercise of reason, enlightr 
ened by philosophy, has cured them indeed of ti» 
misery of ail soused understanding; but tc^ether witk 
the delusion they have lost the substance, and for the 
sake of the lies that were grafted upon it, faavequaiv 
felled with the truth itself. Here then we iee the 
«r plus u/tru of human wisdom, at least ia a&ixs of 
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religion. It cfiilightens the mind with respect to non-' 
e^entials, but with respect to that in which the es-» 
sence of Christianity consists, leaves it perfectly io 
the dark. It can discover many errors that in diiTer- 
ent ages have disgraced the faith, but it is only to 
make way for the admission of one naore fatal than 
them, all, which represents that faith itself as a delu-< 
sion* Why those evils hsive been permitted shall be 
known hereafter. One thing in the mean time is 
certain ; that the folly and frenzy of the professed 
disciples of the gospel, have been more dangerous to 
its interests, than all the avowed hostilities of its ^d* 
versaries, and perhaps for this cause, these mischiefs 
might be suffered to prevail for a season, that itsdi* 
vine original and nature, might be the more illustra- 
ted, when it should appear that it was able to stand its 
ground for ages against that most formidable of all 
attacks, the indiscretion of its friends. The outrages 
ibBt have followed this perversion of the truth, have 
proved indeed a stumbling-block to individuals ; the 
wise of this world, with all their wisdom, have not 
been able to distinguish between the blessing and 
•abtt^ofit. Voltaire was offended, and Gibbon 
has turned his back, but the flock of Christ is stiH 
ncmrished, and still increases, notwithstanding the 
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unbelief of a philoBop^r iskdiAe to coizVert bread 
ioto a ston^, and a fish into a serpent* 

I am much obliged to you for the voyages 
which I received, snd began to read last night. My 
imagination is so captivated upon these occasions, 
that I seem to partake with the navigators, in all the 
dangers they encountered* I lose my anchor; my 
main-sail is rent into shreds ; I kill jar^Jhok, andbjr 
signs converse with a Fatagonito, and all this wltk-r 
out moving from the fite-side. The priooipal fruittf 
of these chcuits, that have 'been made around tbe 
globe, ^eem likely to be the amusement of tlK»e tbul 
^taid at home<, Discoveries have been- m^^Pt hH^ 
such discoveries as will Imdly satis^ the e&p^cQ 
of such undertakiugs. We brought away an Ii%dliMi# 
and h^yii^g debauched him^ we sent hioi homeagai«i 
to couununicate the infection to his couultry^^^&m 
sport to be sure, b^t; such as will not defray the cost. 
Nations that live upon bread-fruit, and have nomine 
to make them yfosthy of our acquaintance, wiU bo 
but little visited for the.future«. So mu^Uie better 
for thi^ ! their poverty is indeed their mercy. 



Yours, mv dear friend, 
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LETTER XXiVli 

To the Rev, JOHN NEWTOl^. 

October, 1783^ 

MY D£AR FRIEND, 

I am much obliged to you for 
jmm AttericdQ anecdotes, and feel the obligation 
pedurps vaore sensibly, the labour of transcribing 
hemg in particulv that to which I myself have the 
greatest aversion. The Loyalists are much to be pW 
tied, driven from all the comforts that depend upon 
and 9m intimately connected with, a residence in 
th^rnative land, and sent tocultirate a distant one, 
without Hie means of doing it,abandoned too,through 
a deplorable necessity, by the government to which 
they liave sacrificed all, they exhibit a spectacle of 
distress which (me cannot view even at this distance 
without participating in what they feel. Whjf could 
not some of our useless wastes and forests have been 
allotted to their supportj? To have built them houses 
indeed, and fomished them with implements of hus- 
bandry , would have put us to nb small expence ; bu 1 1 
suppose the increase of population, and the improve- 
ment of the soil, would soon have been felt as a na- 
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tidHal ^dVaiitage, and have indemnified the state, if 
hot enriched it* We are bduntifiil to foreigners, and 
tiegledt thosie of tnir own household; I remember 
that donipaSSidnating the miseries of the Portuguese, 
at the time of the Lisbon earthquake, we sSit them 
a ship load of tools to (Jlear away the rubbish with, 
tmd to assist them^n rebuilding the city. I remem« 
ber too^ it was reported at the^titne, that tlie couit 
of Portugal acdei^ied otli* Wheel^barrows and apadw 
with a very ill gmce, and treated our botinty with 
conteittpt. An act like^ this in behadf of our bre^ 
thren, carried only a little farther, might possibly 
have redeemed them fioxA ruin, have resulted in 
emolument to ourselves,^ haVe becin received with 
joy, and repaid with gratitude. Such are my spe- 
culations upon the subject, who not being a politic- 
cian by profession^ a;id very seldom giving my at* 
taction for a moment to Such a.matter^ may not be 
aware of difficulties and objections, which they oi 
the cabinet c^n discern with half an eye. Perhaps 
to have taken Under our pi:otection a rsK^e of metl 
proscribed by the Congress, might be thought: dtm- 
gerous to the inter^^ts we hope to h^ve hereafter in 
tdieir high and' mighty regards and affections. It is 
ever the way of those who rule the earth, to le^ive 
Vol. ?. I 
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out o£ their reekoi^mig Hiia who^ rutea tbe Uaivenie. 
.They for^ that the poor have a&iead more powei^ 
fui to ayenge, than they can be to oppress, and thi|t 
^treachery and per&dy omst therefore prove bad po- 
^Ijcy ia^e end. The Americans^ tbem^lvesajif^e^ 
to me to be in di situation little less piliable thau 
J^t of die deserted Loyalists. Their fears of a9:bir 
4fjify i|9position were certainly well founded*, A 
^^tn^^le therefore might be necessary^ tn ord^r tc^ 
j>cevent it, and this end might surely h^vebeen hv^ 
swered without a renunciation of de^endepce* Bui 
•(tie passions of a whole people, once put in motion^ 
lire not soon quieted. Contest beget». aversion, a^ 
iivAe success inspires more ambitious hopes, andr 
thus^ slight quarrel terminates at last in a breach, 
qfver to be heal^,^ and perhaps in the ruia of both 
{farties. It does not seem likely diat a country st^ 
diistiaguisbed by the Creator^ wkh every thing, that 
can make it desirable, should be given up tx» desso^ 
lation. for ever ; and they niay po^ibly have reason 
en; their side,^ who* suppose that in time it will httvtf 
the pre«eminenice over all others ; but the dixy of 
Btich prosperity seems fyt distant^-Omnipotence in* 
deed cw hpsten it, and it oaay dawn when it is least* 
expected. But we govern ourselves in all otir rea«- 
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Maings hf present appear^^nces. FersOM at laorit 
jbo better informed than n^yddf, are conttruned t^ 
•do4$o. 

I intended to have taken ianother subject when^ 
I began, and I wish I had. No man living is lest 
quahfied to settle nations than I tm; but when I 
write to you, I talk, that is, I write a$ fast as my pea 
can run, and on this occasion it ran away with mt. 
I acknowledge myself in your debt for youy last &» 
vor, but cannot pay you now, unless you will ao 
cept as payment, what I know you value more thail 
all I can say beside, the most unfeigned assurances 
m( my affection for you and yours. 



Yours, &a. 



W.C 



To JOSEPH mhU E«q. 

Oct. 20, 1783. 

I should not have been thus ] 
long silent, had I known with certainty where » let' 

12 
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^ons , bo'awrer. are^ .b0w at w. ^jid». a»A adftoeisiiif 
a line to yoH in the centre of the busy scen^^, Jm 
iwhich jbix ^perid y<iur : *inteT, Iwi pw«y aure erf 
IPiymarkw.:; .•:.:.:'' 

jponp^rot tfeaMgh.t»pjtspi(>a5teJoV€5r,of ine weal^^ 
.toA.itlm |)}ea«ai|t rsqeaes <^ summer ; but, the kng 
-«W»io3%h*^ ^^^i* comforts too, e^i thjejte.]s haid^ 
4!psbe found wqpioaie^rtK: T suppose ao snug^a ciea- 
/ M» » » tEilgli*hnKi» by liist fireside in thp winter. 
A«iw»'l»>*©wr an EagUshmaav! tbat lives in.liie 
conntry, for in Lgrt4«» it *» "fwat^^^^ e»»y tp axdwi 
intrusion. I bave two ladies to read to, sometimei» 
nv>re, but nerer tess-^at present we are ctrcumna- 
^rigeting the globe, and I find the old »tory with 
'which I amused myself iwme years since, through 
the great felicity of a memory not very retentive, 
almost new. I niii however sadly at a losa for 
Cook's voyage, can you send it ? I shall be glad 
of Foster's tio. These together will make the win- 
ter paa» merrily, and you will much oblige me. 

W.C. 
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TbeMast lerfef contain^ a- slight TSketcfc-eff 
those happy winter evenings, which the poet h^ 
painted so exquisitely irt vei'se. The two ladies,* 
whom he mentions ^s his constant andkors, wenf 
Mrs; Unwin, and ^Lady Austen; * The pUb^c,* al- 
ready indebted to the frienidly arid cheeiiul spirit 6# 
the latter, for the pleasant ballad of Johii Gilpin,^ 
had soon to thank her inspiring benevolence'^ fdr «f 
work of superior dignity, the rer^ master-piece of 
Cow^er's unbounded iniiginationf " * '-" "-' - 

This lady happened, as an admirer of Milton^' 
to be partial to blank verse, and often solicited her 
poetical friend,..t6 tryhift poweis'iai that species of 
composition. After repeated solicitation, he pro* 
mised her, if she would furnish the subject, to com- 
plywith her requesi— — '* Oh !'* sheTafdifed^' " you 
" din never be in want of a subject:*^— yoU xm 
" write *upon any r— — write upon this Sofa !'* The 
po^t obeyed her command, and from the lively te^ 
partee of familiar conversation, arose a poem of 
many thousand verses, unexampled perhaps! both ia 
it^ origin and excellence ! A poem. of such infinite 
vari(^tyy.lhat it seems to infclude -every siibjetrt, -and 
^v^fyN5tyl€, v^ithout any- dissonance :or Jdisorder I; . 
and to have flowed, without effort, from'irispitQd 
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philsntbrbpy, eager to impress upon . ^he jiearUi of 
njl readers, whatever may lead them, motkt happily^ 
to the fuU enjoyment of humsin life, and to thf^ £qa) 
attainmeut of ^€av^« 

A g^^^ P^i't of the Task appears to hav# 
iieen G<mipo^ed in the winter*rr:*a qrcumt^tance the 
tf^re remarkable, as the wiatery moiiths w^re gene-r 
fatty unfavorable to the health of the poet^ Ip th<i 
commeiK)enient of 0ie poem, be marki; both the 
season, and the year, i^ the tender addrej» ^ hrs^ 
5^P*9ion. .^ , 

' f* Wh^ 4ria tbk ^r«otie0| willtl» ; |>^^ 
fast looked in mise/' 

These ^expressions ha^ induced pie to suppose 
that the Tftsk was. begun in the winter of 1784, but 
a variety of circum^tapce^ convinced j^p that ^he 
passage which I had cited, a^ marking theaera of it| 
?50mtn6tiCement, wa^^ added in the coursje of ^ revisal, 
and probably in the following year. 

I select a series of passage^ from Cowper^a 
letters to hia friend Mr. Bull, in which the poet basi 
described his owp progre^ in his most interesting 
fcompoaition. 
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ywt beaiUifal pro^^ects, ^fi)m .fine rides, and' the 
«ight.of the paIac€iB^¥rfa]€h you haveaeen, wq hav4 
Bot envied jrou ; but are glad tbatyou ha^e en}0y,kA 
tbem. - .Why should f^ ^en\ry. aay «saii. Is jpQt o^« 
gteeh-bouse a cabinet of perfumes ? it is at tfaia 
noment fronted with ctanalsoni} and 'balsams, with 
jnignicmette and rdsies, with jeteamine and woodbiM^ 
and wants notliing but your pipe to mak^ it truly 
Atabian;-*^a wildeFuess of sweets! The Sofa is 
ended, but not finished, a paradox, which your ia* 
tural acumen, sharpened by habits of logical atte«% 
tion, wiU enable you toneconcile in a moment. I>s 
not imagine, however, that I lounge ov^r it-*-on the 
contrary, I find it severe exercise, to jnould and 
feshion it to.my mind i'* 

February 22, 1784.—" I congtatulato you on 
the thaw — I suppose it is an imiversal blessing, and 
prpbably felt all over Europe^ I myself am the 
better for it, who wanted nothing that might make 
V the frost supportable ; what reason^ therefore, havfe 
*hey to rejoice, who being in want of aH things, 
were exposed to its utmost rigour p^^^—^The ice ift 
my ink, however, i^ not yet dissolved. — -It was 
iong before the fixmt seized it, but at test it pre*^ 
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«a6d.~The Sofa, has cohsequ^tljp^iiMii^ta Jittla' 
or na addition since.-^It consist^ at present oC four 
boaks, and part of a, fifth: wh^ thej»xth:is4m«fa^ 
M, the work is aecon^shed, but if I may^udge 
by. my prteeot ina|>ility, that period ift at a.coas^« 
lablc distance/'; 

. ,. The foHQwing extmctnic^ only mentions ihs 
completion of his great work* .but gives a particular 
account of hjs next production. .. 

November 8, 1784.^" The Task, ^vyou know, 
is gone to the press : since it we»t I have been em-r 
ployed in writing anoA^r poem» M^bich I am now 
transcribing, ^nd which' in a short time, I design 
sh^U follow, It^is entitled, Tirocinium, or a Re* 
view of Sph(^< f s ; the business aqd purpose of it are, 
to censure the want of discipline, and the scanda^ 
lous inattention to morals, that obtain in them ; es- 
pecially in the largest; and to recommend private 
tuition as a mode qf education preferable onallac^- 
counts ; to call upon fathers to become tutors of 
their own. sons, where that is practicable ; to take 
hom^e a domestic tutor, where it is not ; and if nei* 
ther can be done, to place them under the care of 
such a n^an, .as he, to whpmi I. am writing; some 
ruml.parsoB, wbosQ at^eajtion is limilted to a few/* 
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The wider wiR And the poei li^msdf reiatitig, 
in jxiord than one letteir of the next year, 8ome73arti-i 
cukurd of the time in which his great work i^he Tai»Ic 
was composed. I etill retain the account that I had 
ofiginaliy giren of its progress, becaiifie I wish to 
preserve the interesting passages of his. letters to Mr; 
Bull, selected for that ppi^p<^e, azid becatise my ac- 
couikt, resting on his own authority, happens to be 
rather more exact than his cuftory accormt of thi 
time when the t^k was begun, which will appear in 
a subsequent letter to Mr. Newton. Writing to that 
gentleman, on the 20th of Oqtober, 1784, Cowper 
says of his Task, then in the press, " I began it abou| 
this time tv/elvemonth/' These words of hasty and 
imperfect.i^collectiop, niight give rise to a pessua^ 
sion, that this, exteni^ive and admirable production 
was completed in a year. But as it is proved by the 
first extract from the poet's letters to Mr. Bull, that 
the first book (entitled the Sofa) was ended on the 
3dof Augu^t^ 1783, wemay reasonably conclude this 
interesting poem was begun in June or July, It was 
pot imparted) as it advanced, to any of the poet's con- 
fidential friends, except the two ladies with whomh^ 
lived at the time of its commencement, and his kindly 
attentive arid sympathetic neighbour, Mr. Ppll, who 
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spirit of Cowpff to cheer »tyi 9maw itadtfio. -poetic, 
cal pucwl^ Tii9 final vtemea (rf* the Ta ak were pi:o^ 
l^hlj written in Septen^sier 1784, as t)o«rperae]|t s 
(lanacFiptt of the poem for the prew(, to his ftvbrite 
^oun^ friend, Mt. Unwin, early in October. £[19 
piodeat reserve appears veiy remarkable in his not 
Jiavin^ communicated this composition ^even to Mr. 
Unwin^ till it was absolutely finished, -and his tender 
delicacy of regard* and attention, to that young 
friend wm amiably displayed in assigning to him the 
bonorable ofiSee of revising and eoitsigiiing to the 
|Hress a woric so imporjtant, . 

The year 1784, was a memomble period in the 
life 0f the poet, not only as it Witnessed the complex 
tion of one extensive performance^^ and the com*- 
inencement of another, (his translation of Homer) 
but as it terminated his intercourse with that highly 
pleasing and valuable' friend, whose alacrity of atten* 
Mention and advice, had induced him to engage in 
both. 

Delightful and advantageous as his friendship ; 
. irith Lady Austen had proved, he, now began to feel, 
{hat it grew impossible to preserve that triple co«J, 
which his own pure heart had Ipd him to suppose . 
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not sipeedily to be broken, Mrs* Un win though by hq 
fiieans destitute pf paental accomplishments, wa9 
eclij>sed by the brilliancy of the poet's new friend, 
^nd naturally became uneasy, under the apprehen^ 
sion of being so, for to a woman of sensibility, wha$ 
evil can be more afflicting, fhan the fear of losing 
fjfi mental influencfe over a man of genius and virtue 
whom she has be^fi long accustomed to inspirit^ 8n4 
Jo guide ? 

Co>vper perceived the paipful nf^cessity c^sa?r 
prificing a gr^at portion of his present gratifications. 
He felt, that he must relinquish that ancient f|ri^^9 
whom he regarded zsk a venerable parent ; '<»r the 
new associate, whom \he idolizecl, as a sister of a heart 
^nd mind peculiarly congenial to his own. His grar 
titude for past services of unexampled magnitude, 
and weight, would not allow bifn to hesitate ; with 
a resolution and delicacy, that dp the highest honor 
fo his feelings, he wrote a farewell letter to Lady 
Austen, explaifaing, and lamenting the circumstan- 
pes, that forced him to renounce the socipty of a 
friend, whose enphanting talents, and kindness, had 
proved so agreeably instrymefital to the revival ^f 
his spirits, and to the exercise of his fancy, 

In those Very interesting conferences with wbicl| 
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I w#liQriGi^*by LacJy*Aust^, I was irresistibly fed- 
to Express an anxioiis desire for the sight of a kttet^ 
written by Cewpet in a si tuation that nkist Lave calletf 
forth all the finest powers of his eloquence as a mo*- 
nitor and a friend. The lady eenfirmed me in my' 
ppinion that a more admirable letter could not be* 
written ; and had it existed at that time, I am pcTr 
ikiaded from her noble frankness and zeal for the ho- 
nor of the departed poet, she would have given me^ 
a copy.;* but she ingenuously confessed, that in a 
Hidtnent of natural mortification, she burnt this very 
terider, yet resolute letter. I mention the circum- 
stance, l>ecause a literary correspondent, wKom' I 
have great reason to esteem, has recentfy expressed 
to me a wish (which may perhaps be general) that I' 
could introduce into this compilation the letter in 
qtiestibn. Had it been coiifided tomy care, I am 
j^nsuaded I should have thought it very proper-ibr 
Jjublication, as it displayed both the tenderness and 
the magnanimity of Cowper, nor could I haVe 
deemed it a want of delicacy towards the memory of 
La^yAusten, to exhibira proof, thnt animated by the 
warmest- admiration of the great poet, whose fancy 
she could so successfully call forth,' she was willing 
to devote her life and^foctune to Ws.servtee and-i)ro* 
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w tectioti. The sentiment is to be teg^arded 2te hotior- 
able to the lady ; it is still more honorable to the 
poet, that with such feelings, ias rendlercd him per- 

^fectly sensible of all Lady Austen's fascinating pow- 

-ers, he couM retui:n her tenderness with innocenrt 
gallantry, and yet ifesolutely preclude himself from 

-her society when' he couM no longer enjoy it with- 
out appearing deficient in^ gratitude towards the 

• compassionate and generous guardian of his seques- 
j tei^d life. No person crfn justly blame Mrs, Unwiii 
'for 'feeling apprehensive that Gowper's intiniacy 

• with a lady ofsuqh extraordinary talents, might lead 
hirxi into perplexities, of which he was by no meaiis 
aware. This remark waii suggested by a few ele- 

rgtot and tender verses, addressfed by the poet ^o 
t Lady Austen, and ^lewh to me by that lady. 

Those who were acquainted with the tinsus- 
*pecting innocence; and sportive gaiety of Gowpef, 

would readily allow, if they had seen the verses t6 
<^which I allude, that they are siich as he ifligHt have 

addrest to a real sister ; but ^ lady only called by that 

eniiearin^ HMtoeJ may 'be^eiaifeily pardoned, liF »he w*as 
•iiidtl'ced by -them?- tb ho^e, that they taight po'ssibljr 
•be a preliide to 2J Will dearefr alRanbe. To me they 

^esrfed e^tpfessivd of tlMipfedulitlrity iii bis cha^ 
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netea^ a c»7 ^ad tender gaUanby^ pei^ily disttoct 
iiDm omcmiigattacbnaot* If the lady, who was'tte 
•ubject of the verses, had given them to me with a 
permission to print them^ I should have thought the 
poet himself might have approved of their appear^ 
aace, accompanied with such a commeQtary» 
. . In the whole course of this Mfotk I have endea* 
voured to recollect, on every doqjbtful occasion,* the 
feelings of Cowper^ and^made it a rule to i^ect What-^ 
ever my perfect intimacy with those ^ings» ^coukf 
iead me to suppose the spirit of the departed poet, 
might wish me to lay aside as unfit for publication 
I consider aa editor as guilty of the basest iiijuiy ix> 
the dead, who admits into the posthumous volume 
of an author, whom he professes to love and admire, 
any composition which his ohvii conscience informs 
Jbim that author j if he could ^peak from the tomb, 
would direct him to suppress. On this principle I 
have declined to print some letters, which entered 
in<»e than I think the public ought to enter, int/o 
the history of a trifling feminine discord^ that dis- 
turbed &e piecfect haimooy of the happy tn<^ at Ol- 
«»ey, when Lady AAi^ten, wd'Mrs^ UiM^^in w^iJie 
united inspirers of the >oet. Yet as liie hpeef and 
true account wh^ch I gave of ^a sepjsiiaticria, lias 
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Imsqa thought lo cast a shade ofceiisiire oatiie teta^ - 
fii ^fB. Unwin, which J was &r &om iiit^iMtiiig, m 
justice to the memory of that exemplarjr aiid suUime 
fenmle friend, I here introduce a passage from a let* 
ter of Cowper to the Rev. WiUiam Unwin, honora- 
ble to bdth the ladies in question^ as it describes 
them in a moment of generous reconciliation. 

*^ I enclose a letter from Lady Austen, which 

*' I beg you to return rtie in your next. ^We are 

** reconciled. She seized the first opportunity to 
*' embrac^ your Mother with tears of the tenderest 
" atifection, aiod 1 of course am satisfied. We were 
*' all a little awkward at 'first, but iiow are as easy 
^* as ^ver/' "^ 

This letter happeos to have no date, but the 
expressions I have cited firooi it are sufficient tojprove 
that Mrs. Unwin,. instead of haying shewn an envi- 
ous infirmity ot temper on this occasion, must havo 
conducted herself with a c^licate Uberality of mind. 

If Cowper was painfully perplexed at this sear 
sou by an abundance of tender attention m afemalf 
assoc^te, we may perceive from the following latter 
that he felt pain also, but <^ a very difierept nature 



Digitized by 



Google 



144 

ftdim the Uiimarited cddness and incivility 6jfC\t* 
iffteri/wht> wWe among the favorite companions <rf' 
Ws early life.. 

tEXTEjl x^iivui. 

To the Rev- WILLIAM UNWIN. 

Nov- 10, 1783f. 

I have lost, arid \tasted, almost 
lall my v^iting time, in making an alteration in the 
Verses I either inclose or subjoin,^ for I icnow not 
ivhich It ill he the case at present/ If prose cOmeS 
readily, I shall trtoscribe them on another sheet, 
otherwise, on this. You w^ill understand, brfore yoa 
have read many of them, that they are not for the 
press. ' I lay you titidet iio other injunctions. The 
unkind behaviour of our acquaintance, though it i^ 
possible, that in some- instanceis, it may not much af- 
fect our happiness, nor engage^many of our thoughts, 
will sometimes obtrude itsdfuponus with a degree 
of importunity, not easily resisted, and then perhaps 
though ahnost insensible of it before, we feel more 
than the occasion will justify. In such a moment it 
was, that I conceived thia poem, and gave loose to a 
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de^retESof reaebtraaA which, perhaps I Qught »ot to. 
hay:e indulgcid, but which in a cooler hour I cannot 
altogether condemn. My former intimacy with the 
two characters was such, that I could not but feel 
myself provoked by the neglect with which they 
both treated me on a late occasion. So much by 
wayofprefece. 

You ought not to have supposed, that if you • 
had visited us last summer, the pleasure of the inter* 
\'\ew would have been all your own. By such an 
imagination you wrong both yourself and us. Do 
you suppose we do not love you ? You cannot sus- 
pect your mother of coldness ; and as to me, assure 
yourself I have no friend in the world with whom I 
commimicate without the least reserve, yourself ex- 
cepted.^ Take heart then, and when you find a fa- 
vorable opportunity to come, assure yourself of such 
a welcome from us both, as you have a right to look 
for. But I have observed in your two last letters, 
somewhat of a dejection and melancholy, that I am 
afraid you do not sufficiently strive against. I sus- 
pect you of being too sedentary. " You cannot 
walk.'* Why you cannot is best known to your- 
self. I am sure your legs are long enough, and your 
person does not overload them. But I beseech you 
Vol. 2. K 
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Me, aria ri(te oft«tt. I tHiinlc'I *»« heMd-ycsi*78gD 
you catmot even do thai ^Mithb^t^^^iQljecSb. Is noti 
health ati object ?, Is not ar,bew. prospect^ :wliic]^ in 
most countries is gained^at the end of. every mite^ 
an object ? Assure yourfeelf that easy chaim are no^ 
friends^to cheerfulness, and that a long winter, spent 
by the fire-side, is a prelude to an unhealthy^ springs 
Every thing I see in the fields^, is to me an^ object, and 
I can look at the same rivulet, or at a haridsdm^ tree, 
fevery day of my life, with a* new pleasure. This in- 
deed is partly the eflfect of a natural ta^te fOr ru^t 
beauty, and partly the e^ect of habit, for Ljnjsver i^ 
ill my life have let slip the opportunity of fereathi^ 
fi-esh air, and conversing with nature, when I could 
fairly catch it. 1 earnestly recommend a cultivation' 
of the same tiaste to you,: suspecting 'that you liave 
ftieglected it, and suffer for doing\so. 

Last Saturday se*.ennight, the moment I had 
ccnnposed myself in my bed, your mother too having 
jjust got into her's, we were alarmed by a cry of fire, 
on the staircase. I immediately rose, and' saw -sheets 
of flame above the roof of Mr. Palmer's hoAise, ouri 
opposite neighbour, Thie-mischief however was not 
So near to him as it seemed to be, having begun at a 
butcher*s yard^ at a little distance. We made all 
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haste down stairs^ andean threw open the street 
door, for the reception of as much lumber, of all 
sorts, as x5ur house would hold, brought into it by 
several who thought it necessay to move their fur- 
niture. In two hours time, we had so much that 
we could hold no more, even th^ uninhabitted part 
of OUT building b^irig ftll^. Not that we ourselves 
Wftie entirely secute—an adjoining thatchi on wKicli) 
Ml shower^ of sparks, being rather a dafngerouar 
neighbour. Providfentially however, the night was? 
perfectly cfalm, arid we escaped. By four in tHe^ 
mormng it> was extinguished, having consumed} 
ntny out^uiidings, bu^t no^ dwelling-house.. Yotrr 
mothersofifered a Uttlein her health, fromthefHttgud 
and btUBtle of* the ntght, but soon recovered. Atj' for 
ihe, it hurt roe not. The slightest wind would have 
cdiried the fiur to the very extremity of the town^ 
there being multitudes of thatched UuiliiiilgSf, an<J 
ftiggot^pites so neai* tO' each other> that tttey musC 
hnve proved in&llble conductors. 

The ballbons prosper : I congratulartfe you ujidtt 
it. Thanfes to Montgolfier, we shaH fly aft lis*. 

Yours my dfear friend, 

X Digitized by LjOOQ IC 
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• LXT^TER CKXXIX. 

To the Rev, WILLIAM UNWIN. 

. Nov. 24, 1783.^ 

-MY pSA^ FBIENA, 

An evening unexpectedly re- 
tired, which your mother 'and I spend without t^om- 
pany, (an. occurrence for from frequent,) affords me. 
a favorable upportunity to write by tomorrow's post, ' 
which ebe I could hot hs^ve^fauhd. ^ y<>u> are very 
^Qod to consider my literajry iiecessiti^.with so much 
attention, aad I feel praportionbbly grajbeftiji; Biair's 
Lecttirest (though I suppose they imustm&ke.a part* 
of my private, studies, not being adcaptmn frnmiut^- 
rum^) will be perfectly wdeome. Your say ybtf feife 
my verses, I assure you that in this you. fallowed my 
examplt^t.fOt Ifelt them first, A mail's loMship is 
nothing to me^ any farther tib^n in connexipn witfe 
qualities that entitle Jaim. to my respect. If h^- thinks; 
himself privileged by it, to treat me with neglect, I 
am his humble servant, and shall never be- at a loss 
to render him an equivalent. I will not however 
belie my knowledge of mankind so much, as to seem 
surprized at a treatment which I had abundant rea- 
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sbn to €X|M^ct. To these men with whom I Was bikCie 
intimate, afcd for many y^af s, I afh no longer necjes- 
sary, no longer convenient, or inany iJespectanrob- 
• ject They think ef me as of tbs m^iti 4:he n«>ori, 
and whether I hare a laiitem, of a dd^ iiKi^ fsfggot, 
w whether I h«ye- neither jof those desirable accom- 
modations, is to them a matteir of perfect Jtodiflfe- 
rence 2 u^on that point we are agreed, our indifib- 
rence is mutual, .arid Were I to publish again, whidi 
is not impossible, Ishoiild give them a proof of it* 
IT Estrange's Josephus has lately furnished tis 
with evening lectures. But- the historian is so^ted?- 
ously circumstantia}, and thetraiMjlatorso insujji^drf- 
aHy coarse and vulgar, that we are all thtee weary 
of him. How would Tacitus have shone upon such 
a subject, great master as he was of the art of de- 
scription, concise Without obscurily, and affecting 
without being poetical. But so it was ordered, and 
for wise reasons no doubt, that the greatest calami- 
ties any people eversu ffered, and an accompUshment 
of one of the most signal prophecies in the scripture, 
should be'^recorded by one of the worst writers. The 
man was a temporizer too, and courted the favor of 
his Roman masters, at the expence oi^ his own creed, 
or else an infidel, and absolutply disbelieved it* You 
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wiH think pw v^ry difficult *p pYease, I q<Mftire} with 

. Jo$ephus for Hike waot <^ elegance, .9o4 ^Ah!^K>io^ of 

our modern bi^torifrtis ifor fe^tfviqg too jmwftv... With 

hiift,'for jr««iiiftg ^t forwwi lit§ a gas^ttje, witb, 

out ato^pping to iq^k^ a m^e ojbi^ervation ^ th^ 

-way, .^d ii^i^:thi@j9) fc>r prejjeiidiiig to dejiiweate clia, 

r^pteri j;bA.t ^ici^ed two-tljoiAsand yeam ago, apci tp 

-dmcoyer the m^ti^es l>y wfei^b; tfeey weire iaflueaced, . 

with the san^. precision as if th^y had b^ep tbe^r 

PQnteippOTaries.--TiSii)apliic|ty i& become a very rai^e 

.quality in a writer, In the decline (^ great king^r 

don^s, and wh^e refipeiQait in all th^ arts is carried 

\o an e3(oes8, 1 snppofie it is always rare. The latter 

Roman »irnters aje r^maxl^abl^ for &ls^ ornament, 

^bey ifferfi y^t no doi^bt admired by the readers of 

th^ir own day ; apd with respect to authors of the 

present apr^^ the most popular among theqa appear 

^p jne ^ually ci^ngurable on tb© sapie account, Swjft 

and Addison were simdie, 

* • 

Youf mother w^^nts room for a pgsfticriptj SO 
my lecture mysl; conclude abruptly, 

yours, » 
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LEWEH XL. " i 

To the Rev. WILLIAM UNWIN. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

It is Wd upon us s'triplihgss 
who liave tibcles still living (N. R I myself hav6 
ail uncle still alive) that- those veherable gentlertien 
shodld stand in our V^ay, ieVeri wiieh the ladiei 
are in question-; that I For instance, should find 
iii onie page of yoiir letter, a hope, that Miss Shut- 
tleworth Would bfe of your party, and be told iii 
the neict, thiSit she is engaged to your uncle. Wefl 
we may perhaps never be uncles, but we may rea- 
sonably hope that the time is comings when otheris, 
as youhg as we are now, shall envy lis the privr- 
leges of old age, and see us engross that share ih 
the attention of the ladies, to whidh their youth 
must aspire in vain. Make our comphments if you 
please to your sister Eliza, and tell her that we are 
both mortified at having missed the pleasure of see- 
ing her. 

' tJalloons are so iriuch the mode, that even in 
this country we have attempted a balloon. You may 
pos!^ib1y rfememfeef \hat at a place called ^Yestpn,\ 
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little more than a mile hofa Olpey, there lives a fa* 
mily, whose name is Throckmorton, The present 
possessor is a young man whom I remember a boy, 
He has a wife, who is yoi|ng, genteel, and handsome. 
They are Papists, but much more amiable than many 
. Protestants, Wenevcrhad any intercourse with the 
jfemily, though ever sinc^ yr^ hved Jiere, wi5 hav? ^ijr 
joyed tb^ range of tb^ir pleasure*ground^, having 
been favored with a key, which admits us into al{. 
When this pan ^ucpe^ded to the estate, op tbe death 
of his e}der brother, apd c^ii^e to »ettl^ s^t We^ten, I 
sent him a coipplimentary card, requesting the conr 
ti nuance of that privilege, haying till then enjoyed 
it, by favor of his mother, ^ho oil that occasiori 
went to finish her days at Bath* You jnay conclude 
that he granted it, ^ an<} for about two years nothing 
more passed between ys. 4^ fortnight ago, I received 
an invitation in the civilest terpas, Ip which he told 
p[^e, that the next day he should attempt to fill a bal- 
loon, and if it would ,be any pleasure to me to be 
presept, should be happy to see pae, Your mother 
and I went. Thi& whole country were there^ but the 
balloon cpvjlcj pot be filled. The endeavour was, I 
believe very philpsopbically made, but such a process 
depends for its success upon such.^iceties as mal^e^t 
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very precarious. Our reception was howevet flattttw 
ijig to a great degree, insomuch that ihore notice 
meemed to be takenof us, than we could possibly haive 
^ expected, indeed rather more than of any of his other 
' guests. They even seemed anxious to recommend 
themselves to our regards. We drank chocolate, and 
were asked to dine, but were engaged. A daybr tw<> 
afterwards, Mrs. Unwin and I walked that way^ and 
Wesre overtaken in a shower. I found a tree, that I 
thought would shelter us both, a large elm, in a 
grove, that fronts the mansion. Mrs. T. observed us, 
and funning towards us in the raip, insisted on our 
walking in* He was gone oiit. We sat chatting 
with her 'till the weather cleared up, and then at her 
instance took a walk with her in the garden. The 
garden is almost their only walk, and is certainly their 
only retreat in which they are not liable to interrup- 
tion. She offered us a keyiof it, in a manner, thsft 
made it impossible not to accept it, and said she 
would send us one ; a few days afterwards in the cool 
of the evening, we walked tjj^t way again. We saw 
them going toward the house and exchanged bo^^s, 
and curtsies at a distance, but did not join them. In 
a few tninutes, when we had passed the house, and 
had ^Jmos|t reached the gate that opens out of th^ 
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4Hirk !into/tiie adftyiiniig field, I heard tlie)irQngate 
itcAoiBging to Itoe court yard ring, and saw Mr. T. ad- 
francifig hastily toward us, we made 'equal haste tx> 
miet him, he pres^iited to us the key, 'which I tdd 
1dm 1 esteemed a singular favn^r, and after, a few 
Much speecfaeB as are made on sucb ocoa]noiis, ^v/to 
^Nffted. Tliis happened about a week ago. I con* 
schided nothing less than that all this civiKity and at- 
tentiDp* was designed on their part, as a prelude to a 
nearer acquaintance ; but here at present «h^ m^ttet 
ciests, 1 should like exceedingly to be on an easy 
iboting th.ere, to give a morning call now and then* 
juid to receive one, but nothing more^ For though 
lie is one of the most agreeable men I ever ^aw, I 
ct>ttld not wish to visit him in any other way ; nei* 

ther our house, furniture, servants or income, being 
^uch as qualify us to make entertainments, neither 

would I on any account be introduced to the nei^- 

bouring gentry. Mr. T. is altogether a man of £e^- 
^9hioQ, and respectable on every account. 

I have told you a long story. Farevvel. We 

number the days as they pass, and are glad that we 

shall see you and your sister soon. 

Yours^ &c. 
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To the Rev, WILLIAM UNWIN, 

Jan, 3, J784, 

MY PEAR WILLIAM, 

Your silence b^an to W 
dbtrmsing to both your Mother and me, and had J 
not received a letter from you last night, I shouid 
faanre written by this post to enquire after your bealth. 
How can it be, that you, who are not stationary liioe 
IBe, but often change your situation, and mix with.a 
variety of company, should suppose me fumiftbed 
with such abundant materials, and yourself destitutet 
I assure you faithfully, that I do not find the scnl of 
Olney prolific in the growth of such articles as Aiake 
letterrwriting a desirable employment* No plac^ 
contributes lesi^ to the catalogue of incidents, or is 
more scantily supplied with anecdotes worth notice. 
We hate 

One parsoQy one poet, one belman^ one cryer, 
And the poor ppet is our only 'squire. 

Guess then if I have not more reason to expert 
two letters froip you, than you one from me,^ The 
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principal occurrence, und that which affects me most 
at present, came to pass this moment. The stair-foot 
door being swelled by the thaw, would do any thing 
better than it would open. An attempt to force it 
*upon that office has been attended with such a horri- 
ble dissolution of its parts, that we were imn^ediately 
obliged to introduce a chirurgeon, commonly called 
a- carpenter, whose applications we Have sdme hope 
frill cure it of a lock'd jaw, and healits mimerous 
fractures. His medicines are poivferfiil chalybeates, 
and a n certain glutinous salve^; which he telk me is 
made of the tails and ears of animals. The conse- 
quences however are mther unfarorabie to my.pre- 

«€int employment, which does ^ot weir brook noise, 

» 
bustle, and interruption. ' : 

Tliis being the case, I shall abt perhaps be either 
so perspicuous, or so diffuse, on the subject of which 
you desire my sentiments as I should be, but I will 
do my best. Know then, Jliat I have leajrnt long 
since, of Abbe Raynal, to hate all moiiopolieis, a^ in- 
jurious, howsoever managed, to the interests of com- 
merce at large : consequently the charter in question 
would not, at any rate, be a favorite of mine. This 
bowever is of it^lf, I confess, no sufficient reason to 
jufrtify the resumption of it. But such reasons 1 thin)c 
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are not wanting* A grant .of that kind, it is well^ 
known, is always forfeitecj by the non-perforoiancie 
of the conditions. And why not equally forfeited if 
those conditions are exceeded ; if the design of it be 
perverted, and its operation extended to objects 
which were never in the conteijiplation of the donor ? 
This appears to me to be no misrepresentation of their 
case, whose charter is supposed to be in clanger. It 
constitutes them a trading company, and gives them 
an exclusive right to traffic* in the East Indies. But 
it does no more. It invests them with no sove- 
reign ty; it does not convey to them the royal pre- 
rogative of making war and. peace, which the king 
cannot alienate, if he would. But this prerogative 
they have exercised, and forgetting the terms of their 
institution, have possessed themselves of an immense 
territory, which they have ruled with a rod of iron, 
to which it is impossible they should even have a 
right, unless such a one as it is a disgrace to plead—; 
a right of conquest. The potentates of this country 
they dash in pieces like a potter's vessel, as often as 
they please, making the happiness of thirty millions 
pf mankind, a consideratiion subordinate to that of 
their own emolument, oppressing them as often as it 
may serve a lucrative purpose, and in lio instance. 
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that 1 hate €tfer he^rd^ consulting their interest 6t 
aiftrattrtage. That g<>Temment therefore is bound to^ 
iBfterifere^ and to^ un-king^ these tyrants, is to me self 
evidtent; And if hajvJiig subjugated so mueh of this 
miserable world, it is therefore neceslsary that we. 
must keep possession of it, it appears to me a duty 
so binding on the legislature to resume it from the 
Bands* ef those usurpers, that I should think a 
curse, and a bitter one, must fojlbw the neglect of 
it. Hilt suppose this were done, can they be le- 
gally deprived of their charter ? In truth I think so. 
If the abnse and perversion of a charter can amount 
to a' defeasance of it, nevei* were they so grossly 
^Ipable as in this^ instance ; never was charter so 
justly forfeited. Neither am I at all afraid that 
such a measure should be drawn into a precedent 
unless it could be alledged, as a sufficient teason for 
pot hanging a rogue, that perhaps magistracy might 
grow wanton in the exercise of sueh a power, and 
now and then hang up an honest man for its amuse- 
ment. When the governors of the bank shall have 
deserved the same severity, I hope they will meet 
with it. In the mean time 1 do not think them a. 
whit more in jeopardy because a corporation of plun-'^ 
derers have been brought to justice^ 
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We ^}^. welU. and love you aft. I never, vmt/^e 
ifl. such akurryi nor in such disturbance. . Pif4P>^^ 
the effects, ^d believe cpe yours ^eetmi^Vf'^i . 

W.C. 



LETTER XLII. 

To the Rev. JOHN NEWTON/ 

Jau. 18^ 1784; 

. HY DEAK FJlIEiSD^ i 

• I too have taken leave of the^ 

old year, and parted with It just When you did, but 
with very difibrent sentiments and feelings lipcin the 
occasion-. 1 'looked back Upon all the passages and 
l)GCurrenced of it, as a traveller looks back upon a 
Wilderness, through' which he lias passed with wea- 
jriness, and sorrow of heart, reaping no other fririf of 
his labour, than .the poor consolation, that, dreary aa 
the desert was, , he left it all behind him. The tra- 
veller would find even this comfort considerably 
lessened, if as soon as he had passed one wilderness, 
another of equal lengtj^.aod equally desolate ex- 
pect him. In this particular, his experience and 
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mihe would exactly tdlly. I should rejoice ibdeed^ 
that the oW year is over and gone, if I had not every 
reason to ptdphecy a new one similar to it. 

I am glad you have found so much hidden 
treasure : and Mrs. Unwin desires me to tell you, 
that you did her no more than justice^ in believ- 
ing that she would rejoice in it. It is not easy to 
surmise the reason why the reverend doctor, your 
predecessor, concealed it. Being a subject of a free 
gbvemment, and I suppose full of the divinity most 
in fashion, he could not feat lest his great riches 
should expose him to persecution. Nor can I sup* 
po€te that he held it any disgrace for a dignitary of 
the church to be wealthy at a time wl^en church* 
men in general spare no pains to become so. But 
the wisdom of some men has a droll sort of knavish- 
ness in it, much like that of the magpie who hides 
what he finds with a deal of contrivance, merely for 
the pleasure of doing it. ^ • ^ 

v Yours, 

w. cv 
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LETXEE XLIII. 



To the Rev- WILLIAM UNWIN. 

January, 1784. 

MY DEAR WILLIAM, 

Wben 1 first resolved 
to write an answer to your last, this evening, I had 
no thouglit of any thing more sublime than prose. 
But before I began, it occurred to me that perhaps 
you, would not be displeased with an attempt to give 
a poetical translation of the lines you sent me. They 
are so beautiful, that I felt the temptation irresistible. 
At least, as the French say, it was plus forte que 
moi; and I accordingly complied. By this means 
I have lost an hour ; and whether I shall be able to 
fill my sheet before supper, is as yet doubtful. But 
I will do my best. ^ 

For your remarks, I think them perfectly just. 
You have no reason to distrust your taste, or to sub-f 
mit the trial of it to me. {You understand the use, 
and the force of language as well as any man. You 
have quick feelings, and you are fond of poetry. 
How is it possible then that you should not be a 
judge of it. I venture to hazard only one alteration, 
which, as it appears to me, would amount to a little 
Vol 9. L 
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improvement. The aeveath and e^hth lines, I thini 
1 should like better thus * 

Aspirante levi zephyro ct redeunte flerena 
Anni temperie fcecundo h cespite surgnnr^ 

My reason is, tliat the word cum is repeated too sbonf# 
At least my ear does not like it, and when it am bc 
done without injury to the sense, there seems to me 
to be an elegance in diversifying the expressioii, as? 
much as possible, upon similar occasions. It dis-^ 
covers a command of phrase, and gives a monimas^ 
terly air to the piece, \iextincta stood unconnected 
with teliSi I should prefer your word micant^ to the 
doctor's vigent. But the latter seems^ to st^ndmore 
in direct opposition to that soit of extinction, which 
1^ effected by a sliaft or arrow. In the day-time the 
stars may be said to die, and in the night to recover 
their strength. Perhapi^ the doctor had iahis eye, 
that noble line of Gray's—" HyperumU march thej 
spy ^ and glittering shafts ^fwarT But itisabeaatifiii 
composition. It is tender, touching and elegant. It 
is not easy to do it justice in English, ai^ for example^ 

* The Venesappearing again with the ori^nal in ike next 
Letter, are omitteif 
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ilany thanks for the books, which being most 
admirably packed, came safe. They will furnish us 
with many a winter evening's amusement. We ate 
l^lad, that you intend to be the carrier back. 

We rejoice too, that your cousin has remem- 
bered you in her will. The money she left to those 
who attended her hearse, would have been better 
bestowed upon you ; and by this time perhaps she 
thinks so. Alas ! what an enquiry does that thought 
suggest, and how impossible to make it to any pur- 
pose ! what are the employments of the departed 
spirit ? and where does it subsist ? Has it any cog- 
nizance of earthly things? Is it transported to an 
immeasurable distance ; or is it still, though imper- 
ceptible to us, conversant with the same scene, and 
interested in what passes here? How little we know 
of a state to which we are all destined ; and how 
does the obscurity, that hangs over that undiscovered 
country, increase the anxiety we sometimes feel as 
we are journeying towards it ? It is sufficient how- - 
tver, for such as you, and a few more of my ac- 
quaintance to know, that in your separate state you 
will be happy. Provision is macje for your recep- 
tion ; and you will have no cause to regret aught, 
that you have left behind. 

L2 
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I have written to Mr. •-^—. My letter weut 
this motning. How I love^ and honor, that man 1 
^^or ihariy reasons I dare not tell hira, how much. 
But Lhate the frigidity of the style, in which I am 
torced to address him. That line of Horace — ^'Dii 

tibi divitias dedtrant artemque fruendi"* was neveii^ 

'so applicable to the jpk)et's friend, as to Mn — -^. 
'My bosom burns to immortalize him. But prudence, 
^says" Forbear!'' and, thoogh a poet, I pay respect 
*to her injunctions: 

^ I sincerely give you joy of the good you hav^ 

unconsciously done, by your /example and conversa- 
tion. That you seem to yourself not to deserve th^ 
acknowledgment your frien4 makes of it, is a proof 
that you do. Grace is blind to its own beauty, 
whereas sudi virtues as men may reach without it, 
are remarkable sejf-admirers. May you piake sucb 
impressions upon many of your order ! I know none 
-that need them more. 

You do not want my praises of your conduct 
towards Mr. — — . It is well for him however, and 
atill better for yourself, that you are capable of such 
a part. It was said of some good man (my memory 
does not serve me with his name) " do him an ill- 
turn, and you make him your friend for ever.'* But 
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it is Christianity only'thatforiM «uch friends. I wisa 
his father may be duly affected by this instance and 
proof of your 'superiority' to' those Wefd* of you, 
whiqh he haf so unreasonably harboured. He is not 
in my iavor now, nor will be upon a^. ytb^r jt;^ rga^ 

I laughed at the comments you make on your 
own feelings, when the subject of them was a news^ 

»• ,. r '♦' r '">.'*'.* « . . ' . < . ' ■'/''' i' . 

paper eulogium.' But it was a laugh of pleasure,^ and 
approbation : such indeed ii^ the heart, an4, so is ^t 
made up. There are few that ca^ do ^ppd,.and keep 

V» ■ :j •';/»: i r [:,.'• ^ ■ • » 'r! '(.•;. I 

their own secret, nope perhaps. without a stfiiggl^. 
Yourself, apd your frien<) ■ ■, are no very common 
instances o/ the fortitude, that is necessary, in ^uch a 
conflict. , In former days, I have felt my^heart beat 
and every, vein thrpb, upon^uch an occasion. To 
publish my own deed was .wrong. I knew it to be 
So. B.ut to conceal.it seemed likp a voliintary injury 
to ipyself. Sometimes I co\ild.. and sometimes. Z 
could not succeed. My occasion^ for such conflicts 
indeed were not very numerous. 

Yours, 



IK. 



W.C. 
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LETTER' XIIT. ; ■ 

,\ . Tp the Rev. JQHN NCTTp]^,. 

■ ■ • ' ' ;-'.i: . • Jari; 23,1784. 

ITS -PEAR tklSNp,': ..•.•,.-•.. m:-; .-_, 

This contention about East- 
Indian patronage, seepas not unlikely to avenge upon 
us, by its consequences, the ipiscbiefs we have done 
there. The inatter in dispute is too precious tp be 
relinquished by either party ; and each is jealous of 
the influence the other would derive from the posses* 
'sion of it. In a country, whose politics have so lon^ 
rolled upon the wheels of corruption, an afiair of such 
value must prove a weight in either scale, absolutely 
destructive of the very idea of a balancie. Every man 
has his sentimentsupon this subject, and I have mine. 
Were I constituted umpire of this strife, with fuU 
powers to decide it, I would tie a talent of lead 
about tbe neck pf this patronage, and plunge it into 
the^depths of the sea. To speak less figuratively, I 
would abandon all territorial interest in a country, 
to which we can haye no right, and which we can* 
not govern with any security tp the happiness of thq 
inhabitants, or >vithout the danger of incuning ei«^ 
ther perpetual broils, or the most insupportable tjv 
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Katt^aS' land tantalizes the subject with a show .of free^ 
flooi) add in reality allows him nothing more, brit 
bing to the right ^nd l^ft; mh enough td afford the 
.pui>qhase of b thou&nd' consciences 9iid C0^^ 
quei|%»stcd9giem)B^, i^ritlbappen tti m^X with an 
jncoiTwpitil^te me^ to rend^ dl tSie i^orts of that 
^ap; or of twenty auch ib^, if they could, be found, 
•roms»]ttic,, and of jpbo 'efiect^ I jsiji t^he kings mosjt 
loyal ^^bject, and . mo^t obedjient huiiiblis ^ Aervant. 
Bjut by hiiS majesty's je9Vie», I must aekjooMedge^I 
am Qo^altog^the): ct^nvjinced of therectjjitude ev^ni 
of his own measures, or tbe-simplici^ K)f hjis views; 
and if I were satisfied that he himself is to be tj^u^ted 
it is nevertheless palpable that he cannot answer for 
his successors* At the same time he is my king, 
ai^d I reverence him as^uich. T account his pre- 
rogative sacred, and shall never wish prosperity to a 
party, that invades it, ajid under that pretence of 
patriotism, would annihilate all the consequence of 
a character, essential to the very beipg of the con- 
stitution. For tliese reasons I ^m sorry that we 
have any dominion in the East; — that we have 
any such emoluments to contend about. Their im* 
inense value wilJ probably prolong the dispute, and 
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such straggieii having beea^daready made iii ^e con* 

duct of it, iis have sbs&en out very fovindatkMKS, it 

seems not unreasonable to su{>pose tbatBtill gp6atei* 

^ortfi,and more fetal are behind { and after ^1^ the 

decision in fevor of either? side may ^be Tuinfoiig: t6 

the whole. In the meBrf^^titae, that «he coiilt^^tty 

themselves "We but indififerently qUaHiSe^: f6f • th^ 

•kingship, ii^ffiost deplombfy fevideiit* v1\;5ha^ 

«ay themlbre ? J di^tru^ ^he*<!iburt,' I- suajf^t thfe 

•patriotd, I put'ihecompto^emirelyaside^afehihHtig 

forfeited aH 'elaim to confids^rfce in such a buiiiiess, 

^tend see no remedy of coutfefe^, but in the annihilatittti, 

iif that could be accompHshed, of the very existenee 

'dfour authority in the £a6t-Indies\ 



1 . 



The late Doctor Jortin, 
Had the good fortune, 
; To writp th'ese verses 
XJpoi) tolnbB and hearses; 
Which I, being jtnglUh, - 
Have done \n\o English/ 
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IN BREVITATEM VlTiE SPAtllHOMmiBUS 

.■•■ •• '; .. •//.. u:\ ••/// 
CONCESSI. 

Hei mihi ! Lege rat^ sol odddii atqne reuii^lf' 
Lunaque mutatoe i«{NiTqtAisp6«lMif<aflrm«^ i>">^t 
Astraque, purpurei telis kittiiicta did, . -tU 

Rursus nocte vigent. Humflto telluvis alomnV^ 
Graminis herba virens, et Horam pttia propa jpo/ 
Quos crudelis hyems letbali tabe peredit^ 
Cam zepbyri vox blapda rpgaty rediitque sereni 
Temperies anni, foecundo 6 cespite surguDt, 
Noi domini rerum, nos, magna et pulcbra mioati, 
' Cum breve ver vitoe robu&taque transiit aetas, 
Deficimus; nee nos ordorevolu bills auras 
Reddit ID aetheriasy tumuli neque claustra resolvit. 



^^ ^THE SHOilTNfiS« ' OF 

, rllUMAJ^ LIFE. 

Suns tbat set, and moons (ba^ waqe^ 

^ise, and are restcyre^ again« 

Sta]>s .tbat orient day subdues, 

Nigbt at her return renews* 

Herbs and flowers, the beauteous birth 

Of tbe genial womb of earth, 
^ Suffer but a transient death 
- f roni thp winter's cruel breath. 
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Warm the glebe, and they arise. 
We^alas! earth's haughty kings^ 
Ve^^atpiqiittse^mighCy thiogsy ^ < :, .^ 
Losing foonlile'shap^.' primes .•'.;. . 
proop, and fade, in little lime ' >.' / :; .: 
j^ing.'fetttrnjs, bat not oar hloooy^ \ > . < . 
6^11 '|i$iwintier,in ^he tomjli, .!.;-. 

-- Yours^ •' • ,.....) 

. My dear friend, 

LETT.ER^XLY, 

To the Rev, JOfIN NJSWXON. 

February, 1784. 

HY PEAR FRIEND, . 

I am glad that you have 
finished a ivork, of which I well remember the be- 
ginning, and which I wa« sorry you thought it expe- 
dient to discontinue. Your reason for not proceed- 
ing was however such a^ I w as obliged to acquiesce 
jj), beipg suggested by a jealousy you fiplt, " lest your 
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gpirit 6k6lild be betrayed- in te Acrimony/ in writing 
upon sufcli a subject/^ I i^iibt not you have suffix 
ciently yarded that point, and indeed^ at the time,' 
I could not discover that you had failed in it. I have 
busied myself this morning in contriving a Greek 
title, and in seeking a motto. The niotto you rtien-; 
tion is certainly apposite; But I think if an object 
tion, that it has been so uiuch in use ; aln^o^t eveiy 
writer, that has claimed a liberty to think for him^ 
self upon whatever subject, having cho&en it. I 
therefore send you one, which I never saw in that- 
shape yet, and which appears to n>e equally apt and^ 
proper. The Greel^ word, Secrf^o^. which sigmfies 
literally, a shackle, ijiay .figuratively 4erve to express: 
those chains, which bigotry and prejudice C€»t ppon 
the pmind. It seems, theriBfore, ta speak like a law- 
yer, po misnon^er of your book, 1:0 call it, ^ 

The following pleases me most of all the mpt^^ 
toes I have thpught of. But with respect both tp 
that and the title you will use your pleasure. 

Querclis 
If aud jus tis assurgis, et ii rlta jurgia jactas. 
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ba\o,.hp}ur^,<)f Itie pMiw^riof the Review ypii: ^len* 

si^e, J:q seryf^i hm ipLthfe capaicity of a pftet* - Iiwieed 
I di|lijc§ bim 9€i much^Abat, had t a dray^er-luU <3if 
pvj^ces fit 6>ii< his purpose, I hardly think liabottld 
cQnJ/il)\|t^jtQ[bia( •collections It is possible loa^ that 
I, iQ^y Jive ite l^e mQ& mow a publisher myself;, in 
w|iiah:ipp8fJi;;l;Skl¥>uljcl be; glad to fiivtoJiyaelf in pqs^ 
jiession pf a^^uQb /oji^gvaal jnece^, asmlghtf^de^eiktly 
wwke th^ir :app^warJce: in a/v.olume of wy.owB*. .At 
jwreisent howew I bavfr. nothing ;diat; would be of 
\l8e tqhim, nor have I inany. opportunities o.f:ooai-; 
ppi^iitg^ Sundiry being itfee.ftnlyday in tbe.lveek vbhich 
w^^'^p^d alofte. • : ' \ ' ' . .\ 

- . ' J atn at this moment pinch'd for time, but' was 
desirous of proving ,to yon, with wbtft alacrity my 
Greek and Latin memory are always ready to obey 
you, and therefore, by the first postj have, to the 
best of iny ability complied with yourrequest. 

Believe me, iny dear friend,. , 

Affectionately yours, 

W.C. 
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.. LfiXXER XLVI. 

To the Rev. JOHN' NEWTON. 



• Tebrid,1784, 

JHY DEAR FRIEND, 

The morning is my writing 
time^ and in the morning I have no spirits. Soipuch 
the worse for my correspondents. Sileep that re- 
freshes my body ^ seems to cripple me in every other 
TCspecf, As the evening approaches, I grow more 
alert, and when I am retiring to bed, am more fit for 
"a^ental occupation than at any other time. So it fares 
with us^ whom they call nervous. By a strange in- 
version of the animal joeconomy, we are ready to 
»Ieep when we have most need to be awake, and go 
to bed just when we might sit up to some purpose. 
The watch is irregularly wound up^ it goes in the 
night when it is not wanted^ and in the day stands 
f till. In many respects we have the advantage of 
our fore^fathers the Picts, We sleep in a wholq: 
skin, ''and are not obliged to submit to the painful 
pperation of punctuating ourselves from head to foot, 
in order that we may be decently dressed, and fit Ip 
appear abroad, ^\x% on the other band, we havi^ 
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^eisdn ecioiigh ix> envy them their tdde 6^ nerviels, znd 
that flow of spirits* which effectually secured theid 
firoiii all uncomfortable impressions of a gloomy at* 
mosphere} and frdni ^very shade of melancholy from 
<very[otber cause. They understood, I suppose, the 
use of vulnerary herbs, having frequent occasion for 
some skill in surgery; biit physicians, I presumed, they 
had none, having no need of any. Is it possible, that 
& creature like myself^ caii be dedcenddd from Such 
progenitors, in whom there appearst not a single trace 
of family resemblance ? What an alteration have a 
few ages ihade ! They, without clothing, would defy 
the severest season, and I, with all the aCcommoda- 
'tions that art has sincfe invented, am hardly secure 
even in the mildest. If thci wind blowid upon me 
when my pores are open, I catch cold. A cough is 
the consequence. I suppose if such a disorder could 
have seized a Pict, his friends would have concluded 
that a bone had stuck in his throat, and that he was 
in some danger of choking. They would perhaps 
have addrest themselves to the cure of his cough, by 
thrusting their fingers into his gullet, which would 
only have exasperated the case. But they would 
never have thought of administering laudanum, my 
only remedy. For this difference however, that hasr 
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obtained betw^n me' and my aDoestocsj I iat indebt<* 
ed to the^ luxurious practices,, and paSesSbSasg.adf^ 
indulgence j of' a long line of graiidsires, who fiom 
generaticm to generation » have been employed iiB.de* 
teriorating the breed, till at last the cQUect^ effects^ 
of all their follies have cedtered in my puny self. A 
man indeed, but not in the image of those that went 
before me« A man, who sigh and gfo^xtj who weaTi^ 
out life in dejection ^nd oppression of spirits, and 
who never think of. the Aborigines of the dountry to. 
which I belongv without wishing that I ^ad been 
born among them. The evil is without a remedy^, 
unle^.the ages that are passed could be rec$iU^d^my» 
whole pedigree be pernutted^ to live again, aad being 
properly admomshed to beware of enervating slotb 
and refinement, would preserve their hardineiss o^ 
nature unimpaired, and transmit the desirable quality^ 
to their posterity. I once saw Adam in a dreanu 
We sometimes say of a picture that we doubt not 
its likeness to the original, though we n^er saw 
him ; a judgment we have some reason to form, 
when the face is strongly charactered,^ and the fea- 
tures full of expression. So I think of my visionary 
Adam, and for a similar reason. His figure was. 
awkward indeed in thT extreme. It was evid^t 
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ttiBthehdd txf^^t been taught by a Fretichbiati tb 
hcdd Iqs iiead ^rect, or. to turn out hki to» ; to dis-^ 
pose gracefally of his iarms^ or to sinoiper without a 
mcbiiihg* Biit if Mr« Bacon was called upon to pro-* 
dikce a stiitue of Hercules, he need not wish for a 
JQst^ pattern* .He stood like a rock ; the size of his 
Umbo, the prominence of his muscles, and the height 
of his stature, all conspired to bespeak him a crea- 
ture whose strength had suffered no diminution; 
and who being the first of his race, did not come 
into the world under a necessity of sustaining a load 
of infirmities, derived to hiip fix)mthe intemperance 
crfT others. He was as much stouter than a Pict, as 
I suppose a Pict to have been than I. Upon my 
hypothesis therefore, there has been a gradual de* 
dension, in point of bodily vigour, from Adam 
down to me, at least if my dream were a just re- 
presentation of that gendeman, and deserve the 
credit I cannot help giving it, such must have been 
the ca^e. 

Yours, 

My dear friend,. 



Digitized by 



Google 



m 

LETTER icLVII. 

To the Rev. JOHN NEWTON. 

February, 1784, 

MY bEAk FRIEND, 

I give you joy of a thaw, 
that has put an end td £i frost of nine weeks conti- 
h^ance, with very little interruption ; the longest that- 
has happened since the yeai* 1739. May I presume 
that you feel yourself indebted to me for intelli- 
gence, which perhaps no other of your correspon- 
dents will vouchsafe to communicate, though they 
are a^ well apprized of it, and as much convinced of 
the truth of it, as myself. It is, I suppose, every 
where felt as a blessing, but no where more sensibly 
than at Olney ; though even at Oihey the severity 
of it has been alleviated in behalf of many. The 
same benefactor, who befriended them last year, has 
with equal liberaKty administered a supply to their 
necessities in the present. Like the subterraneous, 
flue that warms my myrtles, he does good and is un- « 
seen^ Ilis injunctions of secrecy are still as rigour- 
ous^ as ever, and must therefore be observed with 
the same attention. He however is a happy man, 
Vox,. ?. M 
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whose philanthropy is not like mine, an impotenfr 
principle, spending itself in fruitless Mrishe^* At the 
same time, I confess, it is si consolation, a»d I feel it 
an honor, to be employed as the conductor, and to h(f 
ttusj;ed as the dispenser of another mane's bounty. 
Some have been saved from perishing, and aiU that 
could partake of it, from the most pitiable distress* 

I will not apologize for my politics, or siispecf 
them of error, merely because they Qre taken up firpm 
the news-papers. I take it for granted, that tlipse 
reporters pf the wisdom of our representatives are 
tolerably correct and faithful. Were they not, and 
were they guilty offrequent and gross mistepresenta- 
tioq, assuredly they would be chastised by the rod 
of parUamentary criticism. Could I be present at the 
debates, 1 should indeed have a better opinion <rf my 
documents. But if the house ot commons b^ the- 
^est school of British politics;, which I think an un- 
deniable assertion, then he that reads what passes 
there has opportunities of information^ inferior onljp 
to theirs who hear for themselves, and can be pre-? 
sent upon the spot.. Thus qualified I take courage; 
and when a certain reverend neighbour of ours curler 
his nose at me^ and holds my opinions cheap» merelj^ 
)>ecftuso he; has passed through London, Lam n<ft 
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iridtogethet convinced that he has reason on his side^ 
I do not know that the air of the metropolis lias 
a power to brighten the intellects, or that to sleep a 
night in the great city js a necessary cause of wis* 
dom. He tells me that Mr. Fox is a rascal, and 
that Lord North is a villain, that every creature ex« 
ecrates them both, and that I ought to do so too. 
But I beg to be excused. Villain and rascal are ap- 
pellations, which we, who do not converse with great 
men, are rather sparing in the yse of. I can con- 
ceive them both to be most entirely persuaded of 
the rectitude of their conduct, and the rather, be- 
cause I feel myself much inclined to believe, that, 
being so, they are not mistaken. I cannot think, 
that secret influence is a bug-bear, a phantom con- 
jured up to serve a purpose ; the mere shibboleth of 
a party : (and being, and having always been, some- 
what of an enthusiast on the subject of British li- 
berty,) I am not able t:o withhold my reverence and 
good wishes from the man, whoever he be, that 
exerts himself in aeoastitutional way to oppose it. 
Caraceioli upon the subject o£ self-acquaiataiiee 
was oev^, I b(^6ve, fipanslated. I have so«)4tiai«B 
thought that the Theological Mi€»c?Uany migM ^ 
glad of a qbapter of it monthly, l^ is a wpf)j;^ li^llic^ 
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I-COLUch admire. You, who are master of their plaiTy. 
caxk tell me whether such a Contribution would be 
welcome. If you think it would, I would be punc- 
tual in my remittances ; and a labour of that sopfe^ 
would suit m© better in my present state of mind 
than original composition on religious subiects: -^^ 
Remember us as those that love you^^a&d are 
never unmindful of you. 

Yours my dear friend,. ^ * 



LETTER XLVIII. 

To tli€ Rev. WILLIAM UNWlN. 

I?eb.29vl784i. 

MY BEiiR WIXLIAjM, . 

We are glad thiit you have 
«uch a Lord Petre i;i your neighbourhood. He must 
, be a man of a liberal turn to employ a heretic in 
Buch a service. I wish you a further acquaintance 
with him, not doabting, that the more he knows yov, 
he will find yo|i the more agreeable* You despair 
i>f beccmiing a prebendary for want of certain rby tb#^ 
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mical talents, which vW^ suppose ine possessed <rfl 
But what ifhinkyou of -u cardinsd's hat ? Perhaps, 
his Lordship may have interest at Rome, and that 
greater horiorniay await you, Sferiously however, 
I respect his character, and should not be sorry if 
there were many such Papists in the land. 

Mr. ■ ■■ has given free jscope Co his gcsiero^ 
sity, and contributed as largely to the pelief ot 
.Olney as he did last year. Soon after I had given 
you notice of his first remittance, we received a se- 
cdiid to the same amount, accompanied indeed with 
an intimation, that we were to consider it as an anti- 
cipated sup{)ly, which, but for the uncommon seve- 
rity of the piiesent winter, he should have reserved 
for the next. The inference is, that next winter we 
are to expect nothing; But the man, and his bene- 
.fic^nt turn of mind considered, there is some reason 
* ;to hope, that, logical as the inference seems, it may 
yet be disappointed. ' 

Adverting to your letter again, I perceive that 
you wish for my opinion of your answer to his Lord- 
ship. Had I forgot to tell you that I approve of it, 
I know you well enough to be jtware of the misin- 
terpretation you woi^ld have put upon my silence. 
I am gjad'therefore, that I happened to cast my eye 
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up^n your appeal to my opinion, before it wat-too 
Uite. A modest man, however ab}e, has alwaya 
some reason to distrust himself up6n extraordinafy 
occasions. Nothing so apt to betray u» into abauN 
dity as too great a dread of it ; and the application 
of more 'strength than enough ia soqietimes as fatal 
as too little : but you have escaped very well, Fpr 
my own part, when I write to a etmnger, I feel my-» 
•elf deprived of half my intellects, I suspect that I 
shall write nonsense, and I do so. I tremble at the 
thought of an inaccuracy, and become absolutely 
ungrammaticaL I feel myself sweat. I have recourse 
to the knife and the pounce, I correct h^f a dozen 
blunders, which in a common case I should not 
have committed, and have no sooner dispatched 
what I have written, than I recollect how much 
better I coulcThave made it; how easily and gen^ 
teely I could have related the stiffness of the phrase, 
and have cured the insufferable awkwajdness of the 
whole, bad tbey struck me a little earlier. Thus 
we stand in awe of we know not what, and miscarry ] 
through mere desire to excel. 

I read Johnson^s Prefaces every night, except 
when the news-paper calls me off. At a time like 
the present, what author can stand in cojnpetitipQ 
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#il:h a Hews-{>aper ; or who, l^at hA^ a is^fk x^f ^-^ 
trk>tism, does not p(>int aH bte atl^tkM t6 th^ ^^ 
ieiit crisis. 

tr. c. 

I am so disgusted with ■ , for allowing 
himself to be silent, when so loudly called updu 
to write to you, that I do not chuse to expfess my 
feelings. Woe to the man, whom kiiidness cannot 
soften! 



LEtT£E XLIX. ' 

To the Rev- JOHN NEWTON. 

March 8, 1784. 
mV dear raiEND, 

1 thank you for the two first 
numbers of the Theologieal Miscellany. I have not- 
read thenii regularly through, but sufficiently to ob- 
serve, that they are niuch indebted to Omicron, An 
essay, signed Parvulus, pleased me likewise ; and I 
shall be glad, if a neighbour of ours, to whom I have 
lent them, shotild be able to apply to his own use 
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th€ lesson tt inculcates. On ferth^r consfi^eration, I 
have ae^n refison to for^O my purpose of translating 
Caraccioli. Though I think no book more calcqlat^ 
to teaph the art of pious meditation, or to enforce a 
conviction of the vanity of aU pursuits, that: have not 
the soul's interests for their object, I can yej: see a 
flaw in his manner of instructing, that in a country 
SO enlightened as ours, would escape nobody's no- 
tice. Not enjoying the advantages of evangel^ca^ 
ordinances, and chri^ian communion, he falli^ int0 a 
mistake natural in his situation, ascribing always th^ 
pleasures he found in a bply life? to his own indus- 
trious perseverance in a contemplative course, and 
not to the immediate agency of the great Comforter 
of his people, and directing the eye of his readers tq 
a spiritual principle within,which he supposes to sub- 
sist in tjie souLof every man, as the source of all di- 
vine enjoyment, and not to Christ, a^ he would glad- 
ly have done, had he fallen under Christian teachers/ 
Allowing for tli6se defect^, he i^ a charming writer, 
and by those, who knotv how tQ make such aJlow-^ 
ances, may b^ reaji with great delight and improve- 
ment. But with these defects in his manner, though 
(^I believe) no man ever had a h^art m9jre devoted 
to God, he does not se^m dressed with ^ufficijent 
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exactness^, to be fit for the public eye, where xnaq i^ 
known to be nothing, andJ^us allia'aU Hft m^9if 
therefore be dismissed, as an unsuccessful OH^didtft^ 
for a place-in this Miscdlany, and will be less paier-» 
tified at being rejected in ttie first instance, than if 
hejh^d met with a refusal froin the publisher* I can 
only therefore repeat what I said beforei that whea 
J §nd a propet subject^ and myself it* liberty to pur^ 
gup it, I will endeavour to contribute ipy quota. 



LETTER L. 

To the Rev. JOHN NEWTON. 

Olney, March 11, i784. 

I return you niany thanks 
for your apology, which I have read with great plea- 
sure. You know of old that your style always pleases 
ine ; and having, in a former letter, given you tb^ 
rea3ons for, which I like it, I spare you now the pain 
pf St repetition. The spirit too, in which yoii write> 
pleases n^e as much, Bu| I perceive that, in some 
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I, it ie possible to be severe, and at tKe same timiei 
pevfiectly good^-tempered ; in aH cas^, I suppdse^ 
whew we suffer l^ an injurious and unreasonable at* 
tackf and can justify our induct by a plain and sim* 
fie narrative^ On such occasions, truth itself seems 
a natire, because by implication, at least, it convicts 
dw advctsaries of the want of charity and caiidouri 
For this reason, perhaps you will find, that you hav6 
made many angry, though you are not so ; and it i& 
pos^k, they may be the more angry upon that very 
. account. To assort, and to prove, that an enlightened 
minister of the gospel, may, without any violation of 
his conscience, and even upon the ground of pru» 
dence and propriety, continue in the establishment; 
and to do this with the most ftbsolutfe composure, 
must bcvery provoking to the dignity of some dis» 
renting dc)Ctors ; and, to nettle them still the more, 
you in a manner impose upon them the necessity of 
Ibeing silent, by declaring^ that you will be so your* 
pelf. Upon the whde, however^ I have no doubt 
that your apology will do good. If it should irri- 
^^te ^ome, who have more zeal than knowledge, ajid 
more of bigotry than of either, it may serte to en- 
large the views of others, and to convince them that 
there may be ^ace, truthtand effi<;acy, intheministry 
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af a church, of which they are not members. I wish 
it success, and all that attention to which, both 
iirom the nature of the subject, and the manner in 
which you have treated it, it is so well entitledt 

The patronage of the East-IndieswUl be a dan- 
gerous weapon, in whatever hands, I have no pros^ 
pect of [deliverance for this country, but the same 
that I have of a possibility t;hat we may one day be 
disencumbered of our ruinous possessions in the East 

Our good neighbours, who have so success- 
fully knoqked away eur Western crutch from under 
us, seem to design us the same favor on»the opposite 
side, in which case we shall be poor, but I think w« 
shall stand abetter chance to be free ; and I had ra- 
ther drink water-gruel for breakfast, and be no man's 
slave, than wear a chlain, and drink tea as usual. 

I have just room to add, that we love you as 
usual, and are your very affectionate William [an4 

w,c, 
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/ to the Rey. JOHN NEWTON. , . .^ 

March 19, 178*; 

JJ4Y D3EAR FRIENPt 

I wish it were in-niy power 
tb give you any account of the Marquis Caraccioli. 
Some years since I saw a short history of him in the * 
Review, of which I recollect no particulars, except 
that he was (and for aught I kno\v may be still) an 
officer in the Prussian service. I have fwo volumie^ 
©f his works, lent me by Lady Austen. One m upon 
the subject of self-acquaiintance, and the other treatii 
of the art of conversing with the same gentlenian ; 
had I pursued my purpose of translating him, my 
desi'gri was to have furnished myself, if possible, with 
some authentic account of him, which I suppose may . 
be procured at any bookseller's who deals in foreign 
publications. But for the reasons given in my last I 
have laid aside the design. There is something'in his 
style that touches me exceedingly, and which I da 
fiot know how to describe. I should call it pathetic 
|f it were occasionally only, and never occurred but 
Wb^q his subject happened to be particularly affect* 
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ing^ But it is univeisal ; he has* not a sentence that 
IS not marked with it. Perhaps, therefore, I may 
describe it better by saying, that his whole work 
has an air of pious and tender melancholy, which to 
Kle at least, is extremely agreeable^ This property 
oF it, which depends perhaps altogether upon the ar- 
Tangemen.€ of hi» words, and the modulation of his 
«entences, it would be very difficult to preserve m 
a translation^ I do not know that our language is 
capable of beipg so managed^ and rather suspect 
that it is not, wtd that it is peculiar to the Trench^ 
because it is^ not unfrequent among their writers^ 
and I never saw any thing similar to it in our ownv 
My eveilings are devoted to books*. I read 
aloud for the entertainment of the party, thus mak« 
ing amends by a vociferation of two hours for my 
silence at other timesv We are in good health, and 
waiting as patiently as we can» for the end of this 
second winter* 

Yours, 

My dear friend, 
/ W.C. 
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to Ihe llev. JOHN NfeWtCTN^. 

It being hts itiajesty^s pleasure 
tbat I stMMdd yet have another bpportamty to write 
before be dissolves^ the parliaiiieiit, I avail myself of 
it with all possible afcicrity. i ihmlt you for your 
iMtv whioh was not the less welcome for coming 
Itke aneKtraordinaiy gazette, at a time when it was 
not expected. ^ 

A& when the sea is uncommonly agitated, the 
waiter fitids its way into creeks and holes of rocks, 
which in its calmer state it never reaches, in Kke 
manner the eflfisK^tof these turbulent times is felt even 
at Orebard-side, where hi genei^^I we five as undis- 
turbed by the political element, as shrimps or cockles 
,that have been accidentaUydeposited in some hollow 
beyond the water mark, by the usual dashing of the 
waves. We were sitting yesterday after dinner, the 
two ladies and myself, very composedly, and without 
the least apprehension iff «fiy such intrusion in our 
snug parlour, one lady knitting, the other netting. 
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and the gentlenum wiii4ing i^imtsAiwhfm taxmr tm^ 
.t^peakable surpijise, a mob appealed hefys^ the ivin« 
dow ; a smart n^ was heaid at the dcior» the bqjya 
haUoo'd) ^od the maid announced Mr. •^««««. Puai^ 
was unfortuifiately let out of her box, so diat the 
candidate, with all his good friends at hisheeb, wai 
i:efosed admittance at the ^^and eatry^ and refened 
to the back dooir, as the only posaihie way of ap^ 
proach. 

Candidates are creatures not vety susce^bld 
«f affronts, and wcAild rather, I auptH)se[, climb in «l 
a window, than be absolutely excluded. In a in* 
Aute, the yard, the kitchen^ and the paiiour, w^« 
filled. Mr. G^-^*— -advancing toward me, shook me 
by the hand with a degree of cordiality that was ex* 
jtremely sedudog. As soon as he and a&many more 
as could find chairs were seated, he began to opett 
the intent of his visit. I t<^d hun I had lyo vote, for 
which he ret^dily gave me credit. I assured him I 
had no influence, which he was not equally in^Uoed 
Jto believe, and the less, no doubt, because Mr. A— 
addressmg himself to me at that moment, informed 
txe that I had a great deal. Supposii)^ that I c<mld 

*.Hx$tam«ibare« 
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not be p<JBses9ed /<^ such si treasure without ktiox^^ 
ing it, I ventured to oonfirm my first, assertion, hf 
saying, that if 1 had any, I was utterly at a loss 
to imagine where it could be, or wherein it consist** 
edi Thus e^ded the conference. Mr. G— — ^ 
squeezisd nie by the hand again, kissed the ladies 
Itnd withdrew^ He kissed likewise the maid in th^ 
kitchen^ and seenied upon the whole^ a most loving, 
kissing, kind-hearted gentleman. He is very youiig^, 
genteel, and handsome. He has a pair of very good 
i^es in his head, which not lieing sufficient as it 
shouldseem for the many -nice and difficult jiurposeS 
of a senator, he has a third abb, Which he wore sus,- 
l^ndedby a ribband from his button-hole^ The boys 
halloo'd, the dogs barkM, puss scampered, the hero 
with his long train of obsequious followers, with'*^ 
drew. We made ourselves very merry with the 
adventure,, and in a short time settled into our for- 
mer tranquillity, never probably to be thus, inter- 
rupted more ; I thought myself however happy 'in 
being able to affirm truly, that I had not that influ- 
ence for . which he sued, and which had I beeli 
possessed of it, with my present views of the* dis- 
pute between the Crown and the Commons, I must 
have refused him, for' he is on the side of the for- 
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ftier. It is comforfeBle-'tdlie'^no consequence in 

a world, where one. cannot exercise, any without 

disobliging somebody. The town however seems to 

be much at his service, and if he be equally success- 

• 

ful tfafOiOgliKmt the coiinty^lje will undoubtedly gain 

bi» election. Mr. A—, perhaps, wad a little moFt 

tifiedjbec^us^ it was 0yi()ent that I owed J^e.bpnor of 

this'yi^t to his misrepresentation of n)y impor$anei^ 

But had he thought proper tj^ ass we Mr. p^'^^^^-^tdivs^ 

I had three hea09, I should not^ I ■ suppose, : ]^V4 

been bound to. produce them. ' ^ ; . : 

Mr. S ■ , who you say w^ so much, ad^ 

nfired in your pulpit, lyoijW.be equally admired in 

hi» pwsr, at least by all aap^bje. jud^^^i were be qo^ 

%o apt to be angry with hia cot^fQgjpation;^ Thjia 

hurts hrimi and had he the i^ipd^^standing ^nd qIo- 

q^nce of Paul biirfdself,. wo^ltli$tail4»543rt him>: jH^ - 

ft^ldc^t.haidly ever indeed^ipreadi^^arg^ittl^ yFb\U 

tcmpeased semkon,^ bmt I: hearjit hfighljt.tiemw^tlcd:) 

bait' vrankith of t6itep0ry.i«iid«r}gQd td no^gree^ t^at 

iBfiy be called scolding, defeats tlhi end//orpi;e%ehi«g| 

it is a:mi^ppiieatioQi of bis pbwcsfs, i Wl^chMi c4^ 

^pfiidi sftk taviei. ttira|)^ his* h^ar(9rsif .? ^ t' ^ j^s^ :^ 

goadlnasBl wid :mky ][mftiaitr'pq,«^g'tOAt it; j •. . rr . , 

Vol. 2. N 
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irB.TX£R Lrn- 
To the Rev. JOHN NEWTO]^. 

ApriU 1784i 

JPepple that are- hot little ac- 
quainted with the terrors of divine wrath, are not 
much afraid of trifling with their 'Maker. But for 
my owH'part,.! would sooner take Empedocles^'s leap 
and fling myself into mount iEtna thati I would do 
it in^ the slightest instance, were I in eireuihstanees 
to make an election. In the scripture we And a 
broad and dear exhibition of mercy, it is displayed 
in every page. Wrath is in comparison but &lig;htly 
touched upon, bedause it'isiiot so much^ discovery 
of wrath as of forgiveness. But had the displeasure 
of God been the principal subject of the book, and 
had it circumsiantiilly set forth that measure of it 
only, which may be endured even in this life, the 
Christian world, perhaps, would have been less com* 
fortable ; but I believe {niesiamptuous medier& with 
the gospel would have been less fi'equently met 
with.--— The- word is a flaming sword ; and he 
that touches it with unhallowed, fingecs^ thinking 
to make a tool of it> will find, that he has burnt 
theok 
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What havbck in Calabria ! every house is built 
hpdn the sand, whose inhabitants have no God, or 
only a fal^i^ 6ne; Solid and fluid ard such in respect 
to each other : but with reference to the divine power 
they are equally fixed, or equally unstable. The 
inhabitants of a rock shall sink, while a cock-boat 
shall save a man alive in the midst of the fathomless 
ocean^ The Pope grants dispensations Ibr folly and 
madness during the carnivaL But it seems they are 
as offensive to him, whose vicegerent he pretends 
himself^ at that season as at any other. Were I a Ca«< 
labrian, I would not give my papa at Rom^one fiir- 
thing for his amplest indulgence, for this time forth 
for ever. There is a veord, that makes this world 
tremble ; and the Pope cannot countermand it. A 
fig for such a conjurer ! Pharaoh's conjurers had 
twice his ability. 

Believe me, 

My dear ineiu], 

^ Affectionately yours, 

. W. C. 
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LETTER £.IV. 



To the Bev. WJLUAM UN WH«. 

, . . \ . f ' . April »5^ 1-78*^ 

•- ' • ■ ■ ^ . • .. ' 

-' I thaftkeid*yoti in my fei for 
JMingiort,^tnow tkankyoii^ w4*h more emphasi§, for 
Beattie, th€ most agf-eeable ai^VmiaWe writer I ever 
liiet witft. ' Thecmly awtbor I Kave seen whose criti- 
pX anrf philosophical T*esc^rcltes are diversified and 
embellished by a poeiiMt rma^ination, that makes* 
even the driest 'stA)jec¥;aiJidth^ learifcst, a feast for an 
epfeure in booki^. ^ Ife i^ ko'nnith at his ease tooj 
tnat iiis^ bwA' chafacfer^^jieaTi^ in every page, and 
which is v^rjr rare,' we see not only the? writer, but 
the man : and that man so gentle, so well tempered, 
so happy in his religion, and so huipa^e in his philo- 
sophy, that it is necessary to love him if one has any 
sense of what is loy^ly^. ; I^yWi have not his poem 
called the minstrel, and cannot borrow it, I must beg 
you to buy it ftif me; for though I cannot afford to 
deal largely in so expensive a commodity as books, 
I must afford to purchase^ Jeast the poetical works 
of Beattie. I have read six of Blair's Lectures, aad 
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a Statticism^; si good \Vriteri tK> f^r at lea$t a& pf pspjir 
ciiitjr: of expression, oHd methodic, bontributet^ iBak^ 
tmeu Rut Oh, the sterility of that man'd fiwycy ! if ia; 
4eed he Has inj ftuch faculty belonging to him» 
Pcdiaps pbilQsb{^ien>, <^ 4&;en designed £^r;such, are 
^irieti^es torn withdut.onfe ; or perhaps it withers 
fot want of exercise. However thikt may tkej I>ootof 
Blair has iucH a brain ad SKake^pe&r soinewb^e d^ 
w^fibfed • ■■' '. ' ' '^' dry as the remainder biscjujilS after |i 

I take it for graoted, that these ^od men ^^ 
philosophiciiiry> cbrract (for they are both agreed 
idpon the Atibject) in their Account of the origin off 
iMguage; and if the Scripture, had left us in the dark 
trpon that article, I ibhotild very readily adopt their 
l^y^thasis for want of better information. I should 
€)dppode fef bstemce, that man mttde his first eiQfort in 
speech, idlh<eiway of an interjection, and that ah, or 
oh, being littered with wonderful gesticulation, and 
variety of attitude, must have left his powers of ex- 
pression quite exhausted : that in ^ course of time 
be woiild invent many names for many things, but 
first for the objects of his daily wants. An apple 
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would consequenfiy be called an afuple^ and peifaajMi 
not many years would elapse before the ap^Uation 
would receive the sanction of general use* In this 
case, and upon this supposition, seeing one in the 
hand of another man, he wOuld exclaim with a most 
moving pathos, ^* Ohapple'/'*^-— -w^ll andgood-^-«^-K« 
oh apple ! is a very affecting speech, but in the mean 
time it profits him nothing. The man that holds it, 
eats it, and he goes away with Oh apple in his mouth, 
and with nothing better. Reflecting on hifdisappoint*' 
ment, and that perhaps it arose from his not being 
more explicit, he contrives a term to denote hi^idea 
of transf^a^ or gratuitous comtnunication, and the 
next occasion, that offers of a similar kind, perfQnn^ 
his part accordingly. His speech now stands thus, 
^* Oh give apple'/' The applei^iolder perceives hiifi^ 
self called upon to part with his fruit, and, havqig 
/ satisfied his own hunger, is perhaps not unwiUipg to 
do so. But unfortunatdy there is stiU rocHU for a 
mistake, and, a third person being fHresent, be gives 
the apple to him. Again disappointed, and again 
perceiving that his langus^e has not all the precision 
that is requisite, the orator retires to his studys and 
there after much deep thinking, conceives that the 
Insertion of a pronQun, whope office shall beto signify 
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/Aat iie not only in^aiits the apple to i)e gi^efi; but. 
given to himself, will remsedy all d^feets, h@ uses it. 
the 'next opportunity, and succeeds to a wonder, 
obtains the apple and by his success such credit to 
his invention, that pronouns continue to be in great 
repute ever after. 

Now as my two syllable-mongers, Beattie 
and Blair, both agree that language was originally 
inspired, and that the great variety of languages 
we find upon earth at present, took its rise from 
the confusion of tongues at Babel, I am not per^ 
fectly convinced that there is any just occasion to 
invent this very ingenious solution of a difficulty^ 
which Scripture has^ solved already. My opinion 
however is, if I may presume to have an opinioa 
of my own, so different from theirs, who are so 
much wiser than myself, that if man had been his 
own teacher, and had acquired his words and his 
phrases only as necessity or convenience had prompt^ 
ed} his progress must have been considerably slower 
than it was, and in Homer's days the production 
of such a poem as the Iliad impossible. On the 
contrary, I doubt not Adam on the very day of his 
creation, was able to express himself in terms both 
iforcible and elegant, and that he was at no loss for 
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9ublim45 diction, and logical «*mbinati«n, wh«h W- 
wanled to pmtee his Maker, I . . v 

'' ' * Yours, 

My4^wfrie»d, ,' 



LEXIEE LV, 

\To the. Rev/ WILLIAM UNWIN, 

April 25, 1754, 

' MY DEAR WILLIAM, 

I wish I had both burn-- 
ing words, and bright thoughts. But I have at pre^ 
sent neither. My head is not itself. Having had 
an unpleasant night, and a melancholy day, and 
having already written a long letter, I do not find' 
myself in point of spirits at all qualified either to 
burn or shine, The post sets out early on Tuesday, 
The morning is the only time of exercise with me, 
In order therefore to keep it open for that purpose, 
and to comply Avith your desire of an immediate 
answer, I give you as much as I can spare of the 
present evening. 
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little farther into my favor. As his filibjeets imfn^dVe, 
he improves with them ; but upon the whole I ac-r 
count him a dry writer, useful ho doubt as an instruc- 
tor, but as little entertaimog, as with so m<ich kuow- 
]d^ge, it is po^ible to be. His language is (except 
Swift's) the least figurative I remember to have ^een, 
and th6 few figures found in it are not always happily 
employed. I take him to be a critic v^ry little ani^ 
4Xiated by what he reads, who rather reasons about 
the beauties <rf an author thau really tastes tbenij and 
who find^ that a passage is praise-worthy, not because 
it charms him, but because it is accommodatefd to 
the Jaws of criticism, in that case made and provided* 
I have a little complied with yout desire of marginal 
annotations, aiu) should have dealt in them more 
largely, had I read the books to myself; but being 
r6a4er to the ladies^ l have not always time to settle 
smyownotfinionof a doubtfi^l expression, much le^ 
to suggest an aifiendation. ' Ibave not censured a 
particolar observation in. the book, though when I 
met with it, it displeased me. I thii^ moment recoj* 
lect it, and naay as well therefore note it here. He isf 
copmiendlng, and deservedly, that jtnost noble de« 
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Hicrifrtibn of a thundeNstonn in the first Gfeorgic, 
which ends with « '^ 

logeminant austri et densis^us imber. . 

•Being in haste, I do not refer to the volume for his 
very words, but my memory will serve me with the 

matter. When poets describe, he says, they should 

'always select such circumstances of the subject as 
are least obvious and therefore most striking. He 
therefore admires thfe effects of the thunder-bolt split- 
ling mountains, and filling a nation with astonish- 
ment, but quarrels with the closing member of the 
period, as containing particulars of a storm not wdrthy 
of Virgil's notice, because obvious to the hotkfe of 
all. But here 1 differ from him ; not being ablfe to cbn- 

'ceive that wind and rain can be improper in the de* 
scription of a tempest, or how wind and rain could 
possibly be more poetically described. Virgil is in- 
deed remarkable for finishing his periods well, and 
never comes to a stop but with the most consum- 
mate dignity of numbers and e^^ression, and in the 
instance in question, I think his skill in this respect 
is remarkably displayed. The line is perfectly majes-^ 
(ic in its march. As to the wrnd, it is such on^y as the 
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word ingemmant could describe^ and the words &• 
nissimus imber give one an idea of a shower indeed, 
but of such a shower as is not very common^ and 
such a one as only Virgil could have done justicis 
to by a single epithet. Far therefore from agreeing 
with the Doctor in his structure, I do not think the 
£neid contains a nobler line, or a description mor^ 
magnificently finished. 

We are glad that Dr. C » ■ has singled you 
QUt upoq this occasion. Your perforinance we doubt 
not will justify his choice: fear not — ^you havg a 
heart that can feel upon charitable occasions, and 
therefore will not fail you upon this. The burning 
words will come fast enough, when the sensibility 
is such as yours. 

Yours, 

My dear firiend, 

W. C, 
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: : T^ tfce Rev; JOHN NEWTON.. 

•^ • . , :, Afflril 26, 1784* 

We are glad that your book 
runs. It will not indeed satisfy those whom nothing 
could satisfy but your accession to their party ; but 
the liberal will say you do well, and it is in the opi- 
nion of such men only that you can feel yourself 
interested. ' 

I have lately been employed in reading Beattie 
and Blair's Lectures. The latter I have not yet ^pish- 
ed. I find the former the most agreeable of the two, 
indeedj:he most entertaining writer upon dry subjects 
that I ever met with. His imagination is highly poe- 
tical, his language easy and elegant, and his manner 
so familiar, that we seem to be conversing with an old 
frienS, upon terms of the most sociable intercourse, 
while we read him. Blair is on the contrary rather 
stiff, not that his style is pedantic, but his air is for- 
mal. He is a sensible man, and understands his sub- 
jects, but too conscious that he is addressing the pub- 
lic, and too solicitous about his success to indulge 
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hitoself for a moment in that play of &ncy, wkici 
makes the other so agreeable. In Blair we find * sctio* 
lar, in Beattie both a scholar and an amiable man, in- 
deed so amiable, that I have wished for his acquai«%i 
ance ever since I read his book. Having never irfinj' 
life perused a page of Aristotle, I am glad to hare hiA 
an opportunity of learning more than (1 su^pesi^) he 
would have taught me, from the writings of twoifeo^ 
dem critics. I felt myself too a little dfsposed to 
compliment my own acumen upon the occasion. Tct 
though the art of writing and compo^ng wb& nevei: 
much my stiidy, I did not fiiid that .they bad^ any 
great news to tell me. They have assisted' me ill 
putting my observations into some method] but haive 
not suggested many, of which I was not by'^6me 
hieans or other previously apprized. In fact, critics 
idid not originally beget authors. But authors made 
critics! Cominon sense dictated to writers th^ne'- 
cessity of inet!i6d, connexion, and thoughts congrtr- 
ous to* the naturie of their subject ; gehitis pirompted 
them with embellishmeriti^, and then cairie't'he'eriticsr. 
Observing the good effects' *of an attenticfrr to tbesfe 
itemi^, they enacted* lav^s for the obsetvaMe ofihein 
in time to come, and, having drawn their rules -ftfc 
good writing, from what was actually well WTitter?, 
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jboasted themselves th6 inventors of an art, which yet 
ihe authors of the da(y had already exemplified.--* 
They are however useful in their way, giving us at 
one. view a map of the boundaries, which propriety 
sets to fancy, and serving as judges, to whom the 
|^ubli«.:may at once appeal, when pestered with the 
'vagaries of those j who have had the hardiness to 
transgress tbem« 

The candidates for this county have set an ex- 
ample of oBConomy, which other candidates would do 
well to foUowy having come to an agreement on both 
sides to/ defray the expences of their voters, but to 
open no houses for the entertainment of the rabbje ; 
a reform however, which the rabble did not at all ap- 
prove of, and testified their dislike of it by a riot. A 
stage was built, from which the orators had designed 
to harangue the electors* This became the first vie- 
tim of their fury. Having veify littl« curiosity to hear 
what gentlemen, could say, who would give them 
nothiqg better than words, they broke it in pieces, 
tmd threw the fragments upon the hustings. The 
sherifii the members, the lawyers, the voters, were 
instatitly put to flight. They rallied, but were again 
fouted by a second assault, likethe former.They then 
woqeeded to break the windows of the inn, to which 
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they had fled; and, a fear p^eysdling, that at night 
they would fire the town, a proposal was made by 
the freeholders to face about, and endeavour to se- 
cure them. At that instant, a rioter, dressed in a 
meny Andrew's jacket, stepped forward, and chal- 
lenged the best man among them. Olney sent the 
hero to the field, who made him repent of his pre* 
sumption. Mr. A' was he.' Seizing him by 

the throat he shook him — ^he threw him to the earth 
he made the hoUowness of his scull resound by the, 
application of his fists, and dragged him into custody, 
without the least damage to his person.— —Anima*« 
ted by this example, the other freeholders follow;ed 
it : and in five minutes, twenty*eight out of thirty^ 
ragamuffins, were safely lodged in goal. 

Adieu, 

My dear friend. 

We love you, 

And are yours. 
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jdUQ^ be eoftsiVfered (I thint:)iirt^-*p(rinW<^VieV«^ir 
First there is room for dispute whh td!8|>eett<>' fhe^ 
«onsisrteBfjy of the pradlice^ #iA'gOod'n9oteli{ *i»i 
sifecondly, whether it be on ttie wfcdie edii^^ementSf 
not, mayiJ^ a matter worthy ofa^tatioiiv Piefibuf 
with att the fbrmalrty- of 'k)gTC^l di^^iriSitit^^^ dd 
iu>t promise to olrserve the sanW t^illaritj^ ariy fk#-* 
Iher than it may cdmport'with liay ptirpose crf'writ* 
ing as fast as I can« , 

As to the immorality of the custom, were I in 
France, I should^g($&nf>Qi^,'An,the contrary, it seems 
in that country^ to be a symptom of modest consci- 
ousness, and a taeit cOnYefksion of what all know to 
be true, that Frenclj, faped hi^e in fact neither red nor 
white of their own. This humble acknowledgment 
ofadiefifel^ looks the more like a virtue, being found 
among a people not remarkable forliumility. Again, 
before we can prove the practice to be immoral, we 
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must prQve immorality in the design of those who 
use it ; either that they intend a deception, or to 
kindle unlawful desires in the beholders. But the 
French ladies, so far as their purpose comes in ques- 
tion, must be acquitted of both these charges. No- 
body supposes their colour to be natural for a mo- 
ment, any more than if it were blue or green : and 
thid unambiguous judgment of the matter is owing to 
two causes: first, to the universal knowledge we have, 
that French women are naturally brown or y^low, 
with very few exceptions, and, secondly to the inar- 
tificial manner, in which, they paint : for they do 
not, as I am satisfactorily informed, even attempt an 

' imitation of nature but besmear themselves hastily, 
and at, a venture, anxious only to lay on enough. 
Where therefore there is no wanton intention, nor a 
wish to deceive, I can discover no immorality. But in 
England (I am afraid) our painted ladies are not 
clearly entitled to the same apology. They even imi- 
tate.natnre with suchexactness,.that the whole public 

. is sometimes divided into parties, who litigate with 
great warmth the question, whether, painted or not? 
this was remarkably the case with a Miss.B — ^ , 

, whom I well rMiember. Her roses and lilies were 
never discovered to be spurious, till she attained an 
Vol. 2. O 
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age, that made the stippositioh of tfefeirfceSngHataWi 
iinpbssiWe. liils anxiety to be n6t «iferely red an<f 
^hitfe, which is all they ahn at in France^ fe^t to be- 
tlioUght very "beautiful, and tnuch mere beaiftifuL 
than nature has made them, is^ a symptom- not very 
favcJrabie tO the idea we would ^fvi^h taent^ttain of 
the chastity, pilrity, and 'modesty of otir oountty- 
Wometi. That they ate gnUty of a design to^ecei ve>. 
is certain.. Otherwise why so mtich art; and if to de^ 
ceive, l^heifefb^e and with what purpose? Certainly^ 
either to g^tify vanity of the silliest 'kind, orj'vVhicb: 
is still nidre* criminal,- to decoy and inveigle, and 
carry on more successfully the business of tempta- 
tion. Here therefore my opinion splits itself into- 
two opposite sides upon the same question, I^ca^; 
suppose a Ffencfh womdn,. though painted an inch 
dedp, to be a virfuous, discreet, excellent character^ 
and in ilo instatice should I think the worse of one, 
because she was painted. But an English belle must- 
pardon me, if I hate not the sAme charity; for her.. 
*She is at least an impostor, whether she cheats toe or^ 
not, because she means to do so; stnd.it is* wel), if. 
*that be all the censure she deservedii 

This brings me to my second class of icfeas^Ulron 
this topic: and here I feel that i should be featfuHy^ 
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J)Uzzle(l were Ldalled upon to recommend the prac^ 
lice on the score of convenience. If a husband fhos§ 
that his wife should paint, perhaps it might be hex 
dutyj as well as heir interest, to comply. But I think 
he would not much consult his own, for reasons that 
will follow; In the first place, she would admire her- 
self the more; and in the next, if she managed the 
matter well, she might be more admired by others i 
an acquisition that might bring her virtue under tri- 
ials, to which otherwise it might never have b^en ex- 
posed. In no othei: C9se however can I imagine the 
practice in this country to be either expedient or 
convenient. As a general one, it certainly is pot ex^ 
pedient, because in general English w(Hnen have n^ 
occasion for it. A swarthy compk?cion* is a rpirity 
here, and the sex, especially since inoculation has 
been so much in use, have very little cause tocprnp^ain | 
that nature has not been kind to them in theariicle 
cf complexion. They may hide and spoil a good one, 
but they catii^ot (at least they hardly cftjfi} give ti^m* 
selves a better. But even if they coyklj thfife is.y/^ 
a tr^edy in the sequel, which should m^^ tims^^ 
tremble. I uodej^^nd tl»t in Fj-*p?e, thougfe jthe mfi 
of rouge be general, Jhe use «f white pmt is :f# firpw 
O2 
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being so. Iii England, she that uses one, commonly 
uses both. Now all white paints, or lotions, or what-» 
ever they be called, are mefcuriaf,' consequently poH' 
sonouSjConsequently ruinous in time to the constitu-* 
tion. The Miss B above mentioned^ was a mi- 

serable witness of the truth, it being certain, that her 
flesh fell from her bones before she died. Lady C— ^ 
was hardly a less melancholy proof of it ; and a 
London physician perhaps, were be at liberty to' 
Wab; could publish a bill of female mortality, of a 
length that would astonish us. 

For these reasons, I utterly condemn the prac-* 
tice,' as it obtains rn England r and for a reason supe- 
rior to all these, I must disapprove it. I cannot in-* 
deed discover that Scripture forbids it in so many 
. words. But that^ anxious solicitude about the per- 
son, which such an artifice evidently betrays, is t 
am sure, contrary to the tenor and spirit of it through-^ 
out. Show me a woman with a painted face, and I 
will show you a woman whose heart is set on things 
of ihle earth, and not on things above. But this ob* 
. 8ervdtion of mine applies to it only when it is an imi- 
tative art. For in the use of French women, I think 
it as innocent as in the use of the wild Indian, who 
draws a circle round her face and makes two spots> 
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perhs^ blue, perhaps white, in the middle of it 
Such are my thoughts upop the majtter^ 
Vive valeqifCf 

My ddar friend, ■ 



LETTER LVm. 

To thp Rev. WILLIAM UN WIN. 

May 8, 1784. 

MY DEAR FRIEND. 

You do well to make your 
letters merry ones, though not very merry yourself, 
and that both for my sake and your own; for your 
own sake, because it sometinies happens that by as* 
suming an air of cheerfulness, we become cheeiful 
iHreality; and for mine, because I have always mcn*e 
need of a laugh than a cry, being somewhat disposed 

. to melancholy by natural temperament, as well as 

I by other causes. 

.It was long since, and evep in the infancy xrf 
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.Jbhtt Gilpin,- fecottfttiOTded to me bjf a ladjr new at 
Bristol, to write a sequel.. But having always ofe*: 
served, that authors, elated with the srrbcess of a first 
part, have fallen below themselves, when they have 
attempted a second, I had more prudence than to take 
her counsel. I want you to read the history of that 
herOj, published by Bladon, and to tell me what i% 
is made of. But buy it not. For, puffed as it is in the 
papers, it can be bdt a bookselle**s job, and must be 
dear at the price of two shillings. In the last pacquet 
but one tbat t received from Johnson, he asked me if 
I had any improvements of John Gilpin ip hand, or if 
I designed any; for that to print only the original a* 
gain, would be to publish what has been faaeknied in 
every magazine, in every hewspaper, and in every 
street. I answered, that the copy which I seat hiol 
contained two or three small variations fixmi th^ f)rst| 
except which I had none to propose, and if hefho¥tgfht 
him n6w too trite to make a patt df nly voltidle, I 
should willingly afcquiesce in his judgment. P take 
it for granted therefore, that he will not bring up the 
rear of my Poems according to nay fir^t ititenticln j and 
shall not be sorry for the omission. It may lipring 
froift a principle of pride; but spring from what i\ 



Digitized by 



Google 



115 . - 

narf^ 1 <^ andkave kmg f^ti, a d^sjpdkiatioii to a 
fMiblW aw>wal that lie is mine ; and since ke became 
«o pepulaff, I have fell it moie thaa evec, pat that I 
«k(Hild have expressed a «^Euplei if Jok]i«oahadii0l. 
But a Sentf hM suggested itself tot«ie, thiA I might ei|- 
pose myself 1^ a choige of vanity ky ad]9:>itting him 
ifkto my book, and that somepeopla would impufeeit 
to me as a crimie. Considear what th^ world is mvie 
idj and yoii w^U hoi find my suapicioas. chimerical. 
Add to this, th«t when on correcting the latter past 
^f the filth book of tha Task, I came te oonsidei! the 
^solemnity and aacrec) natuvQ titf* the si\b()Q£^ tbepe 
handled, .it aaemed to me an ^oftgruity at the leastj^ 
not to call it by a h^isher name, to foUow up such 
premises with such a conclusion. I am w«U cantent 
therefore with having laughed, and made others laugh, 
and will build my hopes of success, as a poet, upon 
more important matter. 

In our printing business we now jog on mer- 
rily enough. The coming week will, I hope, bring 
me to an end of the Tasjc, and the next fortnight to 
an end of the whole, I am glad to have Paley on my 
side in the affair of education* He is certainly on all 
subjects a sensible msm, and on such, a wise one. But 
I am mistaken, if Tirocinium do not make some of 



Digitized by 



Google 



2m 

my friends aUgry, and procure me enemies not a feiir. 
There is a sting in verse that prose neither has, nor 
can have ; and I do not know, that schppis in the gros^, 
and especially public schools, have eyer been sp 
point$^ly condemned before. But they are. he^qjnp 
a nuisance, a pest, an abomination, and it is fit ths^t 
the eyes and noses of mankind should, if possible, 
be opened to perceive it 

This is indeed an author^s letter; but it is an 
author's letter to his friend. K yon. will be .th^ 
friend of an. author, you must expect such letters. 
Come July, and come yourself, with as many j[>£ your . 
exteriprselves as can possibly come with you ! 

Yours, my dear William, affectionately, and 
with your Mother's remembrances. 

Adieu, 
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Jp the Rey. JOHN NlEWTON. 

May 25, 1784, 
MY OEAR FRIISNP, 

I am glad to haye received 
iat last, an account of Dr, Johnson- s favorable ofanzon 
of my bdok. I thought it wanting^ and had long 
^ince concluded that not having had the l^appinesss 
to please 'him, I owed my ignorance of his senti- 
ments to the tenderness of my friends at Hoxton, 
who would, not mortify me with an account, of: his 
disapprobation. It occurs to me that I owe him 
thanks for interposing between me, and the resent- 
ment oi the Reviewers, who seldom, shew mercy tp 
an advocate for evangelical truth, whether in prosie 
0T versiB. I therefore inclose a short acknowledg- 
Qient, which, if.you see no impropriety, in the. mea- 
sure, you cap, I imagine, .without much difficulty, 
convey to him through the |iands of Mr. Latrobe. 
If on any account you judge it an inexpedient step^ 
you can very easily suppress the letter. 

I pity Mr. Bull. What harder task can any man 
undertake than the management of those, who h^ve 
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reached the age of manhood without having ever felt 
the force of authority, or passed through any of the 
preparatory parts <^ education ? I had either forgot 
or never adverted to the circumstance, that his dis- 
ciples were to be men. At present, however, I am 
not surprised, that being such, they are found dis- 
dbeidient, ontractable, insolent, and conceited ; qua- . 
Uties, that generally prevail in tbeinnidsof iidiiHs w 
Cfxaici proportion to their ignorance* lie diAed with 
us, sinjce I received your lasit. It was on T^ur^a^ 
^Ibat he was here. He came dejected, bAHthened^ fnU 
of complaints. But we sent him away dto^^i^L i^ 
is' very sensible of the prudente, delk^aey, und aitteu- 
tioh to his character f which the society have disdiv 
irered in their conduct towards |»m upoki this occsi-* 
sion ; and indeed it does them hoi^r ; for it were 
pd^t all enduring, if a charge of insufficiency should 
obtain a moments regard, when brought by five sueh 
coxcombs against a man of his erudition and ability. 
Lady Austen is gone to Bath. 

Yours, 

My dear friend. 
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LEttER i*. 

To the Rev. JOHN NEWTON. 

June 25, 1784. 

When you told mt that tlM 
critique upon my volume was written, though not 

by D.octor Johnson himselif, yet by a friend of his, 
to whom he recommended the book, and the busi- 
ness, I inferred from that expression, that I was in- 
debted to him for an active interposition in my favor, 
and consequently that he had a right to thanks. 
But now I concur entirely in sentiment with you^ 

- and heartily second your vote for the suppres- 
sion of thanks, which do not seem to be much called 
for, Yet even now were it possible that I could 
fall into his company, I should not think a slight ac* 
knowledgment. misapplied. I was no otherway anx^ 
ious about his opinion, nor (Jould be so, after you 

, and some others, had given a favorable one, than k 
was natural I should be, knowing,\as I did, that his 
ppiniop had been consulted. 

J am affectionately yours, 

w.c. 
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i;£TTER LXI. 

To the Rev. WILLIAM UNWIN. 

July 3, 1784. 

MY DEAR WILLIAM, 

We rejoice that you had a safe 
journey, and thoiigh we should have rejoiced still 
more had you had no occasion for a physiciaa, we 
* are glad that having had need of one, you had the 
jgood fortune to find him let us hear soon that 
his advice has proved effectual, and that you are de- 
livered from all ill symiptoms. 

Thanks for the care you have taken to furnish 
me with a dictionary, it is rather strange that at my 
time of life, and after a youth spent in classibal pur- 
suits, I should want one, and stranger still,that being 
possessed at present of phly one Latin author in the 
world, I should think it worth while to purchase one. 
I say that it is strange, and indeed I think it so my- 
self. But I have a thought that when my present la- 
bours of the pen are ended, I may go to school again, 
and refresh my spirits by a little intercourse with the 
Mantuan and the Sabine bard, and perhaps by a re- 
perusal of some others, whose worki? we generally lay 
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by at that period df life, when we are b«it qualified 
to read them, whqn the judgment and the tadte being 
formed, their beauties are least likely to be over- 
looked. 

This change of wind and weather comforts me, 
and I should have enjoyed the first fine morning I 
have^een this month with a peculiar rehsh, if our 
new tax -maker had not put me out of temper. 1 
am angry with him, not only for the niatter, but for 
the. manner of his proposal. When he lays his im- 
post upon horses he is jocular, and laughs, though 
considering that wheds and miles, and grooms, were 
taxed before, a graver countenance upon the occa- 
«ion would iiave been more decent. But he pro- 
voked me still more by reasoning as he does on the 
justification of the tax upon candles. Some familiei^, 
he says, will suffer little by it— Why? because they 
are so poor, that they cannot afford themselves more 
than ten pounds in the year. Excellent ! They can 
use but few, therefore they will pay but little, and; 
consequently will be but little burthened, an argu^, 
ment which for its cruelty and effrontery, seems wor**. 
•thy of a hero but he'does not avail himself of the 
whole force of it, nor with all his lA^isdom, had saga*- 
city enough to 9ee that it contains, wheo^ j^ushed t^ 
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ff»utmMt^sii^j a free discharge aiid acquittal (i( 
. th^ fp^ ftoni like payment of any tax at all, a com^f 
modity l)eing once made too expensive for their 
pocketS) will cost them nothings for they will not 
^yit. Rejoice therefore j Oh ye penny-leafe ! the 
lliifiiater will indeed send you to bed in the dark^ but 
y/wr remaining half-penny will be safe, instead of 
^eing spent in the useless luxury of candle-lightj it 
will buy you a roll for breakfast, which you will eat 
DO doubt with gratitude to the man 5 who so kindly 
lessens the rtiimber of your disbursements, and while ^ 
he sceni^i to threaten your money, Saves it^ I wish 
be would remember, that the half-penny which go*- 
jir^nment imposics, the shopkeeper will swell to t\Vo«' 
pepcie* I wish he^ would visit the miserable huts of 
jwr La(5c-n)akers at Oluey, and see them working in 
ihe w)nter-months> by the light of a farthing candle^ 
from four in the afternoon till midnight : I wish he 
had laid his tax upon the ten thousand lamps that iU 
iuminate the Pantheop, upon the flaQibqaux thsit 
wait upon ten thousand chariots and sedans, in an 
^veumg^ and ^pon the wax candles that give fight 
to ti^n thousand card tables. I wish^ in shorty that 
he wovld ec^Hsidi^r the pockets of the poor as sacred, 
'«id t^t to tex a pepplcj^Iis^fiy ?q j^^^spitou?^ is bijt 
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to discourage the little tndustiy that is left among; 
«s, by driving the labourious to despair* 

A neighbour of mifie, in Silver««end,4eeps an 
ass, the ass lives on the other lude of the gaidai* 
wall, BSid I am writing in the green-house : it hap- 
pens that he is this morning niost musicaHy diepned, 
whether cheered by the fiae weather, or by some 
new tune which he has just acquired^^ er by fifidjs^ 
lis voice mofe harmonious than usuak It wouUte 
cruel to mortify ao fine a singer, therefore I do i^ot 
lell him that he interruptsr, and hinders^ me, but i 
venture t0 teH you so, and to plead hi^peifermaiic^ 
in excuse for my abrupt conclusic»i. 

I send you the goldfinchea, wilh which i/mm 
will do as' you see good. We have an affectionate' 
levieaibranceof your late vimfe, and of all our Jriends^ 
^atStoek 

Believe mey 

Ever yaur»i 
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LETTER LXif. 

T6 the Rev. JOHN NEWTON. 

July 5, 1784.' 

DfY; AEAR FRJEN0,' 

A dearth of maferiafTs, a totoscious- 
ncss that my subjects are for the most part, and must 
be uninteresting and unimportant, but above all, a 
poverty of animal spirits, tbaf mak^s writing much a 
great fatigue to me, have^ occasioned my choice of 
smaller paper. • Acquiesce in the jtisthesV of these 
reasons for the present; and if ever the times should 
mend with me, I sincerely prbmii^e to am^nd witb 
them;» 

Homer says on a certain occasion, that Jupitei^,- 
when he was wanted at home, was gone to partake of 
an entertainment provided for him by the iEthiopi- 
ans. If by Jupiter we understand the weather, or the 
season, as the ancients frequently did, we may say, 
that our English Jupiter has been absent on account 
of some such invitation : during the whole month of 
June he left us to experience almost the rigours of' 
winter. This fine day, however, affords us some 
hope that the feast is ended, and that we shall enjoy 
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hid coittpafty Without thfe interference othiB ^thio^. 
plan' friends again* : * 

Is it possible that the wise men of antiquity 
i^oold entertain a real teverence for the fabulous rub- 
bish which they dignified with the name of reHgiwi?. 
We, whdi hat^ been fevored from our infiwicy witfo 
so dteat a lights are perhaps hardly eompetent to de« 
cide the question, and may strive in vain to ioi^n^ 
the absurdities, that even a good understanding may" 
receive as truths, when totally \;inaided by revelation.^ 
h seems hbwever, that men, whose concejptions upon 
other subjects wete often sublime, whose reasoning 
powers were undoubtedly equal to our own, and 
whose management in matters of jurisprudence, tfea< 
required a very industriousexamination of evidence, 
was OS acute and subtle as that of a modern Attorney- 
general, could not be the dupes of such imposture, 
as a child among us would d^ectand laugh at. Ju^ 
venal, I rem^nber, introduces one of his Satires with 
9Si observation, that there were some in his flay who 
had the hardiness t^' latgh at the stories of Tartarus' 
and Styx, and Gharon, and of the frogs that croaS? 
upon the banfks of Lethe, giving his reader, at th6^' 
same time cause to suspect, that he was himself one* 
of that profane number. Horace, on the oth^rhand/ ] 
Vol. ?• P 
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declares in sober sadness^ that he wooM not jTor.aU th^i 
world get into a boat with a man who had divqlged 
the Eleusinian mjBt^ies. Yet we know, that those 
mysteries, whatever they might be, w^ere altogether as* 
unworthy to be esteemed divine, as the mythology of 
the vulgar. How then must we determine? If Ho- 
race were^ia good and orthodox Heathen,. how came 
Juvenal to be such an ungracio\is libertine in piieici* 
pie, as to ridicule the doctrines- which the other held 
as sacred ? Their opportunities of information, and 
their mental advantages were equal, I feel myself ra- 
ther inclined to believe, tliat Juvenal's avowed itifi-i 
delity was sincere, and that Horace was no betteE 
than a canting hypocritical professor. 

You must grant me a dispensation for saying' 
any thing, whether it be sense, or nonsense, upon the- 
subject of politics. It is- truly a mattec, iii, which I am^ 
so little interested, that were it not that it sometimes* 
serves. n^ for a theme,. whein I can fiiad no other, I' 
should never mentionit. I would forfeit a l^rge sum>, 
if after, advertizing a month in the gazette, the minis-, 
tcr of the dayvM2;hoever he may be,. could disoover a 
man that cares about him or. his measure^, so little asi 
I do. When I say,, that I would forfeit b, large sum.,.. 
1 mean to have it understood, that 1 w.Ould forfeit? 
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i$u<Jh a dumi if I had it* If Mr. titt be iiideed a vir- 
tuous man as such I respect him. But at the best, i 
fear> that he will have to say at last with i£neas, 

Si t'ergama dextrd 
befendi possent, etikm bic defehsa fuiss^tit. 

i3e he what he may^ 1 do not like his taxes. At least 
I am much disposed to quarrel with some of them. 
The additional duty upon candles, by which the poor 
will be much affected, hurts me most. He says,indeed, 
that they will but little feel it, because even now they 
cau hardly afford the use of them. He had certainly 
put no compassion into his budget,when he produced 
from it this tax, and such an argument to support it. 
Justly translated it seems to amount to this — " Make 
" thfi necessaries of life too expensive for the poor to 
" reach them^ and you will save their money. If they 
" buy but few candles, they will pay but little tax ; 
*^ and if they buy none^ the tax, as to them, will be 
" annihilated.'* True. But, in the mean time, 
they will break their shins against their furniture, if 
they have any, and will be but Httle the richer, when 
the hours, in which they might work, if they could 
see, shall be deducted. 

P 2 
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!l hftve IjQught a great dictfcyi^^ aiKj tvwt 
flxotbiag but Latin authors, to furnish me with the use 
of it Had I piwhased them first,. I had begun at 
the right end. But I could not afford it. I beseech 
you admire my prudence. 

Vivite, valete^ et mementote nostriim. 

Yours affectionate! V,, 

w.c. 



LETTER LXIII. 

To the Rev. WILLIAM UNTTIN. 

' .' ' ' July i^i 1784. 

»Y DEAH WILLIAM, ' , ^ ' 

I think with you that Vinny's 
line is 'not pur6. If he knew any authority that 
would have justified his substitution of a participle 
for a substantive, he w6uld haVedoiie well to have 
noted it in the margin. 6ut Tarn much' inclined to 
think that he did not. Poets ttre sometimes exposied 
to dilficulties, insurmountable by lawful means, 
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whence I imagine was^ Originally 4etivecl that in- 
dulgence, tbat allows them the use of what is called- 
the poetica Ucentia. But that liberty, I belieTe, con- 
tents itself with the abbreviation or protraction of a 
word, or an alteration in the quantity of a syllable, 
and never presumes to trespass upon grammatical 
propriety^ I have dared to attempt to correct my 
master, but am not bold enough to say that I have 
succeeded. Neither am I sure that my memory 
serves me correctly with the line that follows; bat 
when I recollect the English, am persuaded tbat it 
cannot differ much from the true one. This there- 
fore is my edition of the passage— \ 

Baaia amatori tot turn permissa beato 

Or, • 

Bassia ^nsejuvetu iudulsit Susanna beato 
Navarcha optaref-maximus esse sua. 

The preceding lines I have utterly forgotten, 
and am consequently at a loss to know whether the 
distich, thus managed, wilt connect itself with them 
easily, smd as it ought* 
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We thank you forthe drawing of your house, 
I, never knew roy idea of what I had never seen, re«i 
sembl^ the original so much. At some time or other 
you have doubtle<*s giveii m^ an Qxact account of it,^ 
sgfid I have ri^tained the faithful impre^ion made by 
your description. It is a comfortable abode, and the 
time I hppe will con^e, when I shall CTJoy more than 
the mere representation pf it, . , 

I have not yet read the last Review, but dip-r 
ping into it, I accidently fell upon their account of 
Hume's Essay on Suicide. I am glad that they have 
liberality enough to condenm the licentiousness pf an 
author, whom they so much admire. I say liberaUty, 
for there is a^ much bigotry in the world to that man's 
errors, as there is in the hearts 6f some sectaries to 
their peculiar mod^s and tenets, He is the Pope of 
thousands,as blind and presumptuous as himself. God 
certainly infatuates those, who will pot see. It were 
otherwise impossible that a m?in,natUFally shrewd and 
sensible, and whose understanding has had all the ad- 
vantages of constant exercise and cultivation, could 
have satisfied himself, or have hoped to satisfy others 
with such palpable sophistry,as has not even the grace 
of fallacy to recommend it. His silly assertion, that 
hecayse it would bp no sin tP divert the course of the 
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Danube, therefore it is none to let out a few ounces 
of blood from an artery, would justify not suicide 
only, but homicide also. For the lives of ten thou- 
sand men are of less consequence to their country, 
than the course of. that river to the regions through 
ivhich it flows. Population would soon make society 
amends for the loss of her ten thousand members, but 
the loss of the Danube would be felt by ail the mil- 
lions, that dwell upon its blanks, to all generations. 
But the life of a man, atni the water of a river, cm. 
never come into competition with each other in point 
of value, unless in the estimation of an unprincipled 
jphilosoplrer. 

Ithiink you for your oflTer of the classics. When 
I want I will borrow. Horace is my own. Homer, 
with a clavis, I have had possession of some years. 
They are the property of Mr. Jones. A Virgil, the 
property of Mr. S-— — , I have had aiS long. I am 
nobody in the afFaijr of jtenses, unless when you are 
presents 

Yours ever, 
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GUTTER I-XIV:; 

To the Rev. JOHN NEWTON, 

July 19, 1784, 

Iq those days wh^n Bedlam was 
open to the cruel ciiriosity <rf hojiday ramblers, I hay§ 
beea a visitor ther^* Though a boy, I was not altor 
gether insensible of the njisery of the pOor csiptives, 
lior destitute of feeling for thepa, Qut the madnesfi 
of some of them had such an hupaourous air, and dts? 
played itself in so many whimsical fr^ajks^ that it y^m 
impossible not to be entertained, at the. sam^ tim^ 
that I was angry with my^ielf for being siq, A.line of 
Boume^s is vqry expressive of. the, spectacle which 
this world exhibits, tragi-comical as the incidents 
^ of it are, absurd in thejmselves, but terrible in their 
consequences; ; ^ 

Sunt res humans flebiSe ludibrium, 

An instance of this deplorable merriment has occur* 
red in the course of the last week at Olney. A feast 
gave the occasion to a catastrophe truly shocking, 

Yoursi, my dear fpend, 

W.C. 



Digitized by 



Google 



.233 

To the Rev, JOHJf NEWTON. 

July28, 1784^ 

I may perhaps be short,' 
but am pot willing that you should go to Lymingtoit 
without first having had a line frbm me. 1 knpw that 
place well, having spent six weeks there, abovetwenty 
years j^o. The town is neat, and the coimtry de- 
lightful, You walk well, and will consequently find 
a part of the coast, called Hall-CliflF, within the reach 
of your ten toes. It was a favorite walk of mine ; 
to the best of my remembrance, about thriee miles 
distant from Lymington. There you tnay stand upon 
the b^ach, and contemplate the Needle-rock. At 
least you might have done so twenty years ago. But 
since that time, I think, it is fallen from its base, and 
is drowned, and is no longer a visible object of con-, 
templation, I wish you may pass your time there 
happily, as in all probabiUty, you will, perhaps use-. 
fuUy too to others, undoubtedly so to yourself. 

The manner in which you have been previously 
Bi?tde acquainted with Mr, Gilpin, gives a provideu* 



Digitized by 



Google 



234 

tial air to your journey, and affords reason to hope, 
that you may be charged with a message to him. I 
admire him, as a biographer. But as IMrs. Unwin and 
I lyere talking of him last night, we could not but 
wonder that a man should see so much excellence in 
' the lives, and so much glory and beauty in thle death 
of the 'martyrs, whom he has recorded, and at the 
same time disapprove the priQcipIes, that projduced 
the very conduct h^ admired^ It seems however a • 
step towards the truth to applaud the j^ruit^ of it; 
^Qd one cannot help thinking, that Ojne step Qiore 
would put hin^ in possession of th^ truth itselt 3y 
your oieans naay he be enabled to take it ! 

Wfs are obliged to you for the preference you 
^ould have gi^en to Olppy, had not providence de* 
termined your course another way. But as, when 
we saw you last summer, you gave i)s no reason to 
e:^pect you this, we are the less disappointed. At 
your age and mine, biennial visits have such a gap 
between them, that we cannot promise ourselves 
Vpon those terms very numerous future rntervievvs. 
But, whether ours are to be many or few, you will 
always be welcome to me, for the sak§ of the c0ip* 
(ortable days that are past. Ii> my present state of 
jtnind, my friendship for ypu indeed js as warm M 
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ever. Bat I feel myself very indifferently qualified 
to be your companion. Other days than these in^^ 
glorious and unprofitable ones, are promised me, and 
whien I see them, I shall rejoice. ^ 

I saw the advertisement of your adversary's 
book. He is happy at least in this, that, whether hp 
have brains or nop^, he strikes without the danger 
of beiqg stricken again, He qould pot wish U> en* 
•gage in a controversy upop easier terms. The other, 
whose publication is postpone4 till Christmas, is re* 
solved, I suppose to do something. But do what 
he will, he cannot prove, that you have not been as-?- 
persed, or that you have not refuted the charge ; 
which, unless he can do, I thinjc he wjH do littlp to 
the purpose. 

Mrs. Unwin thinks of you, and always with a 
grateful recollection ofyour's, and Mrs. Newton's 
kindness. She h^ had a nervous fever lately. But 
I hope she is better. The weather forbids walking, 
a prohibition hurtful to us both. 

We heartily wish you a goqd journey, and are 
affectionately yours, 

W, C. & M, U, 
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I.£TT£R LXVI. 

To the Rev. WILLIAM UNWIN. 

August U, 1784. 

. MY PEAR FRIEND, 

I give you joy of a journey 
perfohned without trouble or danger. You have 
travelled five hundred miles without having eoconn- ♦ 
tered either. Some neighbours of ours, about d 
fortnight since, made an excursion only to a neigh- 
bouring village, and brought home with them frac* 
Cured sculls, and broken limbs, and one of them is 
4ead. For my own part, I seem pretty much ex- 
empted from the dangers of the road. Thanks to 
that tender interest and concern, which the legis- 
lature takes^ in my security ! Having no doubt 
their fears lest so precious a life should determine 
too soon, and by some untimely stroke of misad- 
venture ; they have made wheels and horses so ex- 
pensive, that I am not likely to owe my death to 
either. 

Your mother and I continue to visit Weston 
daily, and find in those agreeable bowers, such 
amusement, as leaves us but little room to regret, 
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iliat wecan go no fertiier. Haviag toucfaed that 
theEoe^l icanoot abstain from the pleasure of .teUtug 
you, that our neighbours in that ^lace, being dbout 
to leave it forborne time, and meeting us there but 'a 
few evenings before their departure, entreated 1 us 
during their absence, to consider the garden,.aitdali 
its contents, as ourown, and to gather wha^eyi^ we 
liked, .without the least scrupk. We aceofdingly 
picked strawbcaries as oft^i as we went, and brought 
home as many bundles of honey-suckles as served 
to perfume our dwelling till they returned. 
^ Once more, by the aid of Lord Dartmouth, I 

find myself a voyager in the Pacific ocean. In out 
last mght's lecture we made our acquaintance with 
the island of Hapaee, where we bad never been be* 
fore-. The French and Italians, it seems, have bull 
little cause to plume themselv^s^ on account of their 
achievements in the dancing way; and we may here- 
after, without much repining at it, acknowledge their 
superiority in that art. They are equalled, perhape 
excelled by savages. How wonderful, that withoulf 
any intercourse with a politer world, and having 
made no proficiency in any other acGompliahmiiat^ 
they should in this however have made themselves 
such adepts, that ft>r regularity and grace of moticai,' 
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to yourfir^fintaeiiiertaininents Worthy to rank witb 
them. I am not, hower-er, totally destitute of nuch 
pleasares iB ati iiitand country may pretend to^ If 
my windows do not command a view of the ocean, 
it least they-look ont upon a profusion of mignonette } 
which, if it be not so grand an object, isT however 
quite as fragrant : and if I have not an hermit in a 
grotto, I have nevertheless myself in a/ green- 
house, a less venerable figure perhaps, but not at all 
less animated than he : nor are we in thid nook alto- 
gether unfurnished with such means of philosophical 
experiment, and speculation, as at present the world 
rings with. On Thursday morning last, we sent up 
a balloon from Emberton meadow. Thrice it rose, 
and as oft descended, and in the; evening it per- 
formed anotl^er flight at Newport, where it went up, 
.and came down no more. Like the arrow, dis- 
charged at the pigeon in the Trojan games, it kind- 
led in the air, and was consumed in ataoment. I ' 

haYe not heard what interpretation the soothsayers 
have given to the omen, but Shall wonder 'a little if 
the Newton shepherd prognosticate any thing less - 
from it than the most bloody War, that was ever 
W9;ged in Europe. ' "* ' * • 

I -l km iaeadragCobkVlastVoyage,'an<Jain touch 
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{pleased aiid. amused with it. It seems, that in some 
of the Friendly isles, they excel so much in dancing, 
arid perform that operation with such exquisite deli- 
cacy and grace, that they are not surpassed even upon 
our European stages. Oh ! that Vestris had been in - 
the ship, that he might have seen himself outdone 
by asavage. The paper indeed tells us, that the queen 
of France had clapped this king of capers up in pri- 
son, for declining to dance before her^ on a pretence 
of sickness, when in fact he was in perfect health. If 
this be true, perhaps he may by this time be prepared 
to second such a wish as mine, and to think, that the 
durance he suffers, wguld. be well exchanged for a 
dance at Anamooka. I should, however, as little 
have expected to hear, that these islanders had such 
consummate skill in an art that requires so much taste 
in the conduct of the person, as that they were good 
niathematicians and astronomers. Defective, as they 
are, in every branch of knowledge, and in everv other 
species of refinement, it seems wonderful that they 
should arrive at such perfection in the dance, which 
some of our English gentlemen, with all the assistance 
of French instruction, find it impossible to learn. We 
must conclude, therefore, that particular nations have 
Vol. 2. ' Q 
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a genius for particular feiats, atid tliat our tieighbouri 
in France, and our friends in the South-sea, hav^ 
minds very nearly akin, though they inhabit coun^ 
tries so very remote from each other. 

Mrs.^ Uqwin remembers to have been in com- 
pany with Mr. Gilpin at her Brother's. She thought 
hin^ very sensible and polite, and consequently very 
agreeiible. 

We are truly glad that Mrs. Newton and your- 
self are so well, and that there is reason to hopethafe 
Eliza is better. You will learn from this letter thatr 
we are so, and that for my own part^ I am not quite 
so low in spirits as. at some times. Learn too, what 
you knew before,, that we love you alU and thatl 

am 

Your 

Affectionate friend, 



Digitized by 



Google 



243 

1^0 the Rev. WILLIAM UN WIN. 

Olney, Sep. 11, 1784. 

*[Y DEAR rRIENPi 

Ybu have my thJrftks for 
the enquiries you have made. Despairing, however, 
of meeting with such confirmation of that new mode, 
as would warrant a general stricture, I had^ before the 
receipt of your last, discarded the passage in which 
I had censured it. I am proceeding in my transcript 
with all possible dispatch, having nearly finished the 
fourth book, and hoping, by the end of the month/ 
to have completed the work. When finished, that no 
time may be lost, I pur{)Ose taking the first oppor- 
tunity to transmit it to Leman-street, but must beg 
that you will give me in your next, an exact direc- 
tion, that it may proceed to the mark without any 
hazard of a miscarriage. A second transcript of k 
would, be a labour^ I should very reluctantly under- 
take; for though I have kept copies of all the material . 
alterations, there are many minutise of Which I have 
made none ; it is besides slavish work, and of all occu- 
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pations, that, which I dislike the .most. I know that 
you will lose no time in reading it, but I must heg 
you likewise to lose none in conveying it to Johnson ,^ 
that if he chuses to print it, it may go to the press 
immediately ; if not, that it may be offered directly 
toyour friend Longman, or any other. Not that I 
doubt Johnson's acceptance of it, for he will find it - 
more ad captum populi than the former. I have not 
numbered the lines, except of the four first books, 
which amount to three thousand, two hundred, a;id 
seventy six. I imagine, therefore, that the whole 
contains about five-thousand.' I mention this^ cir- 
cumstance now, because it may save him some trou- 
ble in casting the size of the book, and I might pos- 
sibly forget it in another letter. 

About a fortnight since, we had a visit from Mn 
, whom I had not seen many years. He in- 
troduced himself to us very pohtely, with many 
thanks on his own part, and on the part of his family, 
for the amusement which my book had afforded them. 
He said he was sure that it must make its way, 
and Jioped that I had not laid down the peki. I only 
told him in general terms, that the use of the pen was 
necessary to my well being, but gave him no hint of 
this last production. He said, that one passage ir 
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the description of the* Briton in Table Talk. Ite 
I seemed indeed to emit some sparks, when he men- 

I lEioned it. I was glad to have that picture noticed by 

a man of a 'cultivated mind, because I had always 
thought well of it myself, and had never heard it dis- 
tinguished before. Assure yourself, my William, 
that though I would not write thus freely on the sub- 
ject of me or mine, to any but yourself, the pleasure 
I have in doing it, is a most innocent one, and par- 
takes not, in the least degree, so far as my conscience 
is to be credited, of that vanity with which authors' 
ire in general so justly chargeable. Whatever I do, I 
confess that I most; sincerely wish to do it well, and 
when 1 have reason to hope, that I have succeeded, 
am pleased indeed, but not proud ; fer He, who has 
placed eyeiy thing out of the reach of man, except 
what he freely gives him, ha^ made it impossible for 
a reflecting mind, that knows this, to indulge so silly 
a passion for a moment. 

Yours^ 

w.c. 
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, LETTER tXIX, 

To JOSEPH mLL, Esq. 

Sep. H. 1784, 

MY DEAR IPRIEKD, 

I have never seen Doctor 
Cotton^s book, conoemin^ which yout Sifters tjues- 
tion me, nor cjid I know, 'till you mentioned it, tha^ 
he had written any thing newer than hia visions ; I 
have no doubt that it is so far worthy of him, as tQ 
be pious and senaible, and J believe, no man Kving 
is better qualified to write on &^uch subjects, as hisi 
title seems to announce. Son;^ years have passed 
since I heard from bim, and eonsidering his great age, 
it is probable, that I shall hear from hini no more ; 
but I shall always respect him. He is truly a phiv 
losopher, according to ihy judgment of the character, 
every tittle of his knowledge in natural ;8ubject8,be^ 
ing connected in his mind, with the firni belief of an 
On^nipotent s^gent, 

Yours, &c, ^ 
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LElXER LXX« . 

To the Rev. JOHN NEWTOi«r. 

Sep. 18, 1784. 

IfT DEAR FRIENtkt 

Following your good, exiampk,. 
I lay before me a sheet of my largest paper. It 
ivas this moment fair and unblemished, but I have 
begun to blot it, and having begun, am not likely to 
cease 'till I have spoiled it. I have sent you many a 
«heet that in my judgment of it, has been very u»- 
Avorthy of your acceptance, but my conscience was 
in some measure satisfied by reflecting, that if it 
were good for nothing, at the same time it cost you 
nothing, except the trouble of reading it But the 
case is altered now. You must pay a solid price for 
frothy matter, and though I do not absolutely pick 
your pocket, yet you lose your money, and^ as tibe 
^faying is> are never the wiser. 

My green*house is^ never so pleasant as when 
we are just on the point of being turned out of it 
The gentleness loflhe autumnal suns, and the calm- 
ness of this latter season, make it a much moreagree* 
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able retreat than we ever find it in the summer ; 
when the winds being generally brisk, w^ cannot cool 
it by admitting a sufficient quantity of air, without 
being at the saipe time, incommoded by it. But now 
I sit with all the windows and the door wide open, 
and am regaled with the scent of every flower, in. a 
garden as full of flowers as I have known how to 
make it. We keep no bees, but if I lived in a hive, 
i should hardly hear more of their music. All the 
bees in the neighbourhood resort to a bed of mig- 
nonette, opposite to' the window, and pay me for the 
honey they get out of it, by a hum, which though 
rather monotonous, is as agreeable to my ear, asibe 
si whistling of my linnets. All the sounds that nature 
utters are delightful, at least in this country. I should, 
not perhaps find the roaring of lions in Afi'ica, or of 
bears in Russia, very pleasing; but I know no beast 
in England whose voice I do not account musical, 
save and except always the braying of an ass. The 
notes of all our birds and fowls please me, without 
one exception..^ I should not indeed think of keep*- 
iixg a goose in a cage, that I might hang him up in 
the parlour for the sake of his melody, but a goose 
upon, a common, or in a ferm-yard, is tio bad per- 
former ; and as to injects, if the black beetle, and 
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^ 

beetles indeed of all hues,' will keep out of my wayi 
I have no objection to any of the rest ; on the con-^ 
trary, in whatever key they sing, jfrom the gnat's fin^ 
treble, to the bass of the humble bee, I admire them^ 
ail. Seriously )i6weyer, it strikes me as a very chf 
servable instance of providemtial kindness to mim.,^ 
that such an exact accord has been contrived be^ 
|:ween his ear, apd the sounds with which, at least 
in a rural situation, it is almost every moment visited^ 
All the world is sensible of the uncomfortable effect 
(that certain sounds have upon the nerves, and con? 

sequently upon the spirits rr^^nd if A sinful world 

had been filled with such as would have curdled the 
, blood, and have made the sense of hearing a per* 
pet;ual inconvenience, I do pot know that we should 
Jiave a right to complain. But now the fields, the 
woods, the gardens, have each their concert, and the 
ear of man is for ever regaled, by creatures who seem 
only to please themselves. Even th^ ears that ar^ 
(deaf to the Gospel, are continually entertained^ 
though without knowing it, by sounds, for which 
they are solely indebted to its author* TJiere^ i^ sonae- 
where in infinite space, a wt)dd, that do^ not rp}l 
within the precincts of mercy, and as it i& reasonable, 
^nd even scriptural to. suppose, that there is pausiq 
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in heaven, in those dismal regions perhaps the tc^ ' 
yetse of it is found ; tones so dismal, as to make' 
woe itself more insupportable^ and to acuminate; 
dveo despair^ But my paper admonkihes me in good 
tkae to draw the reins, and to check the descent of 
VHf fancy into deeps, with which she is but too 

Our best love attends you both, with yours, 

W.C. 



tEXTER LXXI. 

To the Rev. WILLIAM Uif WIN. 

Ott.9, 1784. 

lity PKAH WILLIAM, 

A poet can but iJJ spare 
time for prose, The truth is, I am in baste to finish 
my transcript, that you may receive it thne enough 
to give it a leisurely reading before yoa go to town ; 
which, whether I shall be able to accomfrfisb, i0 at 
present uncettain. I have the whole punctuation to 
settle, which in biank verse is of the last importance 
and of a species peculiar to that composition ; for I 
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know no usfe of points^ unless to direct the voice, the 
managemeiit of which, in thet^ead^ng of blaak verse/ 
being more diflScult than in the reading of any olher 
poetry, requires perpetaal hints and notice*, torego*^ 
late the inflexions, cadences, and pauses. This bow- 
ever is Bn affair, that in spite of grammarians, mtist 
be left pretty much ad libitum scriptoris. Fo«* I sup*- 
pose, every author points according to bis own read-? 
ing. If I can send the parcel to the waggon by one 
o'clock nes^t Wednesday, you will have it on Satur- 
day the ninth, But this is more than I expect, Pct- 
hapsl shall not be able to dispatch it till the eleventbi 
in which case it will not reach you till the thirteenth. 
I rather think that the latter of these two periods 
will obtain, becau3e,"besides the punctuation, I have 
the argument of each book to transcribe. Add ta 
this, that in writing for the printer, I am forced to 
write my best, which makes slow worj^. The motto 
of the whole i^— JFlif swvulm arhor. \i you can pu« Z^ ' '^ 
the author's name unda: it, do so — ^if not, it must go 
without one, For I know not to whom to ascribe \i. 
It was a motto taken by a certain prince of Orangey 
in the year 1733, but not to a poem of his owj^ 
writing, or indeed to any poep at all, but as I think, 
to £^ m^dal^ 
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Mr. ■■■'■■> is a Cornish member; but for what 
fnhce in. Cornwall I know not. All I know of him 
1% that I saw him once clap his two hands upon a rail, 
meaning to leap over it. But he did not think the 
iattempt a saf^^ one, and therefore took them off again* 
He wa^ in company with Mr^ Throckmorton. With 
thatgentleman we drajnk chocolate^incel wrote last. 
The occasion of our visit was, as usual, a baHpoii^ 
Your Mother invited her« and I him, and they proi- 
• mised to return the visit, but have nojt yet performed, 
Toia le mqude $e trouvoit la^ as you may suppose, a- 
piong the rest, Mrs, W— , She waai driven to the 
door; by her son, a boy of seventeen, in a phaeton, 
drawn by four horses from Ljlliput, This is an ambi^ 
guous expression, and should.what I write now be le-^ 
gible a. thousand years hence, might puzzle commen- 
tators. . Beit known, therefore, to the Aldijsses, and 
the Stevjenses of ^es yet to come, that I do not mean. 

to affirm, that Mrs. W herself came from Lilli^ 

put that morning, or indeed that she ever wa3 there^ 
but merely to describe the. horses, as being so dimir 
;iutive, that they iftight b^, with proprietyj said to 
J[>je Lilliputian^ 

The privilege of franking having been so crop*- 
ped, I know not in what manner I and my booksell^ 
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dre fo settle the coiiveyance of proof sheets hither^ 
and bdck again« They must travel^ I imagine, by 
coach, a large quantity of them at a time ; for, like 
other authors, I findmyself under a poetical aecessity 
of being frugal. < 

We love you all, jointly, and separately, as 
usual. 

I have not seen, jior shall see, the Dissenter's 
answer to Mr. Newton, unless you can furnish me 
with it. 



LETTER tXXlI. 

To the Rev. JOHN NEWTON. 

Oct. 9, 1784. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

The pains you have takea 
to disengage our correspondence from the* expence 
with which it was threatened, convincing me that 
my letters, trivial as they are, are yet acceptable t<x 
you, encourage me to observe my usual punctualii;^;% 
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You CDHlpkifi of uiicbnnt^cted thoughtSi I believe 
there is nota head in. th6 world biit mig^ht utter the 
fame complaiiitf and tiiat aU would do so^ were they 
ftttittsattentive to theit own vagaries^ and iis honest as 
yours. The description of your meditatidns at least 
[ Miits mine ; perhaps I can go a step beyond you, tipoii 
the same ground, and asi^ert with the strictest truths 
that I not only do not think with connexion, but 
that I frequently do not think at all. I am inuch 
mistaken if I do not often catch myself napping in thi^ 
Way ; for when I ask myself, what was the last idea, 
(as the usher^ at Westminster ask an idle boy, what 
was the last word) I am not able to answer, but like 
the boy in question, am obliged to stare and sa!y no-* 
thing* This may be a very unphilosophical account 
of myself, and may clash very much with the general 
opinion of the learned, that the soul being an active 
principle, ^nd her activity consisting in thought, she 
must consequently always think* But pardon me, 
messieurs les philosophes, there are momenta, when 
if I think at all, I am utterly unconscious of doing so, 
and the thought^ and the consciousness of it, seem to 
me at least, who am no philosopher, to be insepar- 
able ffom each otlier. Perhaps however, we may 
toth be right ; and if you will grant me that I do 
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not aiWiays fhink, Twill m retmi concede toyontJbe 
Activity you contend fer, and will qualify the differ- 
ence between us by guppoMfigy that tbough the sotti 
he in herself an active principle, ^be influence of ber 
f^resent union wkh a plrinciple^ that is not sucfa^ 
makei^'her often dormant, suspends her operations^ 
and affecfe her With a sort of deliquiuTn^'in which she - 
srufibrs a temporary loss of all her fdnctions. 1 hav» 
related to you my experience truly^ and without di9^ 
guise; yoik must thereforeyeitheradmitmy asaertiony 
that the soul does not necessarily alway&actyor deiify 
that mine is an human soul : a negative that I am suie 
you wVA not easily prove* So much £cx a dispute 
which I little.thought of being engaged in to day. 

Last night I had a letter from Loid Dartmouth^ 
It was to apprize me of the safe arrival of Coca's last 
voyage, which he was so kind as to lend me in Saint 
Jameses square. The reading of Ihbse volumes af- 
forded me much amusement; and I hope some instruc-^ 
tion. No observation, however, forced itself upoa^ 
me with more violence than one,thatI could not help* 
making on the death of Captiain Cook. God iaajea* 
lous God,and at Owhyhee the poor man was content 
to beworshipped. From that moment , the remarkable: 
interposition of Providence in his^fiivor, was c«^ 
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tinted into ati opposition, th^t thwairted ail hi^ put'* 
poses. He teft the iscehe of bis deification,- but was 
'driven back to it by a loost violent s^torm, in which 
Ite'i^ffered more than in any, that had preceded it. 
When be depdrt^ be left his worshippers still infa«- 
tttatdd witlian idea of his godshipyconsequentjy weU 
disposed to serve him. At his retura,'he found them 
sullen, distrustful, and mysterious. A trifling theft 
was committed, vvbiob, by. a blunder of his oVn in 
pursuing the thief after the property had; been re- 
stored, was magnified to an affair of the last impor- 
tomce.' One of their faycH'ite chiefs was killed too 
by a blunder. Nothing, in short; but blunder sind 
mistake attended him^ till he fell breathless! into the 
water, and then all' was smpoth. again. The world in- 
^*d€fed will not take notice, or see, that the dispensa- 
tton bore evident marks; of divine displeasure; but a 
mi|id,''I think, in any degree spiritual, cannot over- 
look' them.t We know from truth itself, that the 
death ^of Herod was for a similar offence. But Herod 
was in no sense a believer in God, nor had enjoyed 
hailf the opportunities, with which our poor country, 
man had been favored. It may be urged, perhaps, 
that he was in jest, that he meant nothing but his 
(iwnamusement,and that of his companions. I doubt 
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it. He kaows little of the heait, wh.Q.<Jpes pot kopw^; 
that even in a sensible man; it is flat);^c4 by .^V^ry; 
ispecies of exaltation. But be it so, that he was in 
^port — -it was not humane, to say no worse of it, to 
isport with the ignorance of His friends, to mock their 
simplicity, to humour and acquiesce in their blind 
(Credulity. Besides, though a stock or stone may be 
worshipped blameless, ft baptized man may not. He 
knoTJ^s what he does, and by suffering such honors 
to be paid him, incurs the guilt of sacrilege.* 

We are glad that you are so happy in your 
fehurchs, in your society^ and inrall your connexions. 

* NOTE BY THE EDITOR. 



.Having et^byed in the yeafi Xit^iy the pleasure of. con- 
versing with this illustrious seamarv;^ on board his own |hip the R«- 
solution, I Gannat pass the p reseat .letter without observing^ that 
I am persuaded my friend Cowper utterly misapprehended the be* 
havibur of Captain Cook, in the affair alluded to. From the little 
personal acquaintance, whicti 1 had myself with this humane aiid 
truly Cnristiah navigator, and from the whole tenor of 1ris"'life,'I 
'tanuot believe it possible for him to have acted, under aity citcun?- 
staaces, with such impious arrogance, as might appear Q^nsiy^in 
the eyes of the Almighty. ^ , v ' 
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1 have not teft myself room to say any tM»g of the 
lore we fed fbr you* 

< Yours, 

My dear friend, 

^ LETTER LXXIII. 

Ta the Rev. WILLIAM UN WIN. 

Oct. 10, 17S4. 

MY DEAR WILLI AM^ 

I send you four quire» 
of verse, which having sent, I shall dioiniss from my 
thoughts, and think no more of, till I see them in 
print. I have not after all found time, or industry 
enough, to give the last hand to the points. I be* 
lieve, however, they are not very erroneous, thougk 
in so long a work, and in a work, that requires nicety 
in this particular,, some inaccuracies- will escape^ 
*Where you find any^ you wiU oblige me by correct- 
ting them. 

In some passages^ especially in the second 
book, you will observe me very satiricaL Writing os 
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such subjects I could riot be otherwise* I can write 
nothing without aiming at least at usefulness. It 
Wfere beneath my years to do it^ and still more dis- 
honorable to my religion. I know that a reforma- 
tion of such abuses, as I have censured, is not to be 
expected, from the efforts of a poet ; but to con*- 
template the world, its follies, its vices, its indiffer- 
ence to duty^ and its strenuous attachment to what 
is evil, and not to reprehend^ were to approve it. 
From this charge at least, I shall be clear, for I have 
iieither tacitly nor expressly flattered either its cha- 
racters, or its customs. I have paid one, and only 
one compliment, which was so justly due, that Idid 
not know how to withhold it, especially having so 
figLir an occasion, (I forget myself, there is another in 
the first book to Mr. Throckmorton) but the com- 
pliment I mean is to Mr. — — ^, It is however so 
mans^ed, that nobody but himself can make the ap- 
plication, and you, to whom I disclose the secret; a 
delicacy on my part, which so much delicacy on his 
obliged me to the observance of! 

What there is of a religious cast in the volume 
I have thrown towards the end of it, for two reasons 
^— first, that I might not revolt the reader at his 
entrance-~-<md secondly, that my best impressiong 
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might he made last. Were I to write* as many vo«- 
lumcs as Lopez de Vega, or Voltaire^ not one of thfeni 
would be without this tincture. If the world like it 
hot, so much the worse foi t+iem. I make-all the co»- 
cessions I can, that I may please them, but I wilt 
hot please them at the 6xpence of my conscience. ' 

My descriptions are all from nature. Not one 
of them second-handed. My delineations of the 
heart are from my own experience; I^ot onfe of 
them borrowed from books, or ih the least degree 
conjectural. In my numbers, which I varied as mucH 
as I could (forblanK-verse without variety of num- 
bers, is no better'than bladder and string) I have 
imitated nobody, though sometimes perhaps there 
may be an apparent resemblance; because at the 
same time that I would not imit^tev I have not 
affectedly diff(^red; . ' 

If the work cannot boast a Regular pfen, (in 
which respect however I do not think it altogether 
indefensible) it may yet boast that the reflections- 
are naturally suggested always by the preceding 
passage, and that except the fifth book, which is 
rather of a political aspect, the whole has one ten- 
dency ,-^ to discountenance the modern enthusFasm 
after a London life-, and to recommend rural eas^j. 
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and leisure, as friendly to the cause of piety and 
virtue. ' 

If it pleases you I shall be happy, and collect 
from youi* pleasure in it, an omen of its general ac- 
ceptance 

Yours, 

My dear friend, 

w. c. 



LETTER LXXIV, 

To the Rev. WILLIAM UNWIN. 

Oct. 20, 1784. 

^Y DEAR WILLIAM, 

Your letter has reHeved me 
from some anxiety, and given me a good deal of po*- 
sitive pleasure. 1 have faith in your judgment, and 
an imjf)licit confidence in the sincerity of your ap- 
probation. The vi^riting of so long a poem is a seri- 
ous business ; and the author must know little of his 
own heart, who does not in some degree suspect 
binjself of partiality to his own production ; and 
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who is he, that would pot be mortified by the dijM^Ow^ 
very, that he had written five thousand lines in vain ? 
The poem however, which you have in hand, will 
not of itself make a volume so large as the last, or as 
a bookseller would wish. I say this, because when I 
had sent Johnson five thousand verses, he applied for 
a thous^d more. Two years since, I began a piece 
which grew to the length of two hundred, and there 
stopped. I have lately resumed it, and (I beheve) 
shall finish it. But the siubject is fruitful, and will 
. not be comprised in a smaller compass than seven or 
eight hundred verses. It turns on the question, 
whether an education at school or at home be pre^ 
ferable, and I shall give the preference to the latter, 
I mean, that it shall pursue the track of the former. 
That is to say, that it shall visit Stock in its way to 
publication. My design also is to inscribe it to you. 
But you must see it first; and if, after seeing it, you 
should have any objection, though it should be no 
bigger than the tittle of an /, I will deny myself that 
pleasure, and find no fault with your refusal. I have 
not been without thoughts of adding John Gilpin at 
the tail of all, He has made a good deal of noise in 
the world, and perhaps it may not be amiss to show, 
that though I write generally with a serious inten** 



Digitized by 



Google 



S89 

. tienj know how tobeoccanonaUyisAny.TheCiitiaA 
Reviewers charged me with an attempt at faumourf. 
John, having been xofxe ce]e)>rated upon the score of * 
humour than most pieces, that have appeared in mo« 
dern days, may serve to exonerate me from the im- 
putation: but in this article I am entirely under 
your juc%ment, and mean to be set down by it. AU 
these together will make an octavo like the last I 
should have told you^ that the piece which now em- 
ploys me, is in rhyme. I do not intend to write any 
more blank. It is more difficult than rhyr&e, and not 
so amusing in the composition* If when you make 
the oflfer of my book to Johnson, he should stride 
his chin, and look' up to the cieling>and cryr~^ 
*" Humph!'*-— anticipate him (I beseech you) i«t 
once, by saying — '^ that you know I shovld be sorry 
^^ that he shouldr undertake for me to his own disad- 
" vantage, or that my volume should be in any degree 
^^ pressed upon him. I make him the offer merely 
^^ because, I think, he would have reason to comphM 
^^ of me, if I did not.'^---*But that punctilio once satiSf 
fied, it is a matter of indifference to me, what pub- 
lisher sends me forth. If Longman should have dif* 
Acuities, which is the more probable^ as I understand 
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from you, that lie does not in these cases see \M\h bis 
own eyes, but will consult a brother poet, t'ike no 
pains to conquer them. The idea of being hawked 
about; and especially of your being the haw^ker, is 
insupportable. Nichols (I have beard) is the most 
learned printer ot the present day. He -may be 9 
man of taste as well as learning ; and I suppose, that 
you would riot Want a gentleman usher to introduce 
you. He prints the Gentleman's Magazine,>and may 
serve us, if the others should decline; if not, giv? 
yourself te> farther trouble about the matter. I m^y 
posdtbly envy authors, who can afford to pubitsh at 
their own expence, and in that case should WTite 
no more. But the tnortification would not break 
my heart 

I proceed to your corrections, for which I most 
unsKffiectedty thank yoii, adverting to them in thei^' 
order. 

Page 1 40*-*-TTuth generally without the article 
tke^ would not be sufficieutly defined. There are 
many sorts of truth, philosophical, noathematical, mo- 
ral, &c. and a reader, not much accustomed to hear 
of religious or scrirptural truth, might possibly, and in? 
deed easily doubt, what truth was particularly intendr 
ed. I acknowledge that grac^ in my use of the wor^ 
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do^s not oftfen occur in poetry. So neither <j(op8 tl^ 
subject which I handle* Every subject has its owq 
jtenns,.and r<eligiQus ones take theirs with most pro- 
priety from the scripture. Thence I take the word 
grace*. The sarcastic use of it in the mouths' of infi- 
dels I admit, but not their authority to pi'oscribe it, 
especially as God's favor in the ajb^tract has no other 
wojrd, in all pur language, by whicji it can be ex- 
preyed. 

Page \50.—rImpres^ the mindfairdlg, or not at 
o//.— -1 prefer this line, because of the interrupted rui| 
of it, having always observed, that a little unevenness 
of this sort, in a long work, has a good effect, used I 
mean, sparingly, and with discretion. 

Page 127.-rrTliis should have been noted first, 
but was overlooked. Be pleased to alter for me thiin, 
with the difference of only one word, from the alter 
ration proposed by you — r- 

We too are friends to royalty. We love 

The king who loves the law, respects his bounds^i % 

Apd reign$ content within them. 

You observed probably, in your second read* 
ing, that I allow thelife of an animal to be fairly t^ken 
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away, when it interferes^ eidier With the intanest or 
conyeiuence of man, ConsequeDtly snails, and all 
reptiles, that spoil our crops, either of fruit or grain, 
may .be destroyed, if we can catch them. It gives 
me real pleasure that Mrs. Uhwin so readily under- 
stood me. Blank verse, by the unusual arrangement 
of the words, and by the frequent infusion of one 
line into another^ not less than by the style, which 
requires a kind of tragical magnificence, cannot be 
chargeable with much' obscurity, must rather be sin- 
gularly perspicuous to be so easily comprehended. It 
is my ^^bour and my principal one, to be as clear as 
possible. You do not mistake me, when you sup- 
pose, that I have great respect for the virtue that flies 
temptation. It is that sort of prowess, which the 
whole train of scripture calls upon us tS> manifest, 
when assailed by sensual evil. Interior -mischiefs 
must be grappled with. There is no flight frbm them. 
But solicitations to sin, that address themselves to 
our bodily senses, are,^ I believe, seldom conquered 
in any other way. 

I can easily see that you may have very reason- 
able objections to my dedicatory proposal. You are 
a clei^yman, and I have banged your order. You 
o)re a eki\d of alma mater ^ and I \i^ve banged her too* 
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l.ay youisclf, therefore, under no constraints, that 1 
ih hot lay yoii under, but consider yourself as per* 
fectlyfree. 

With our best love to you all, I bid you hear* 
tily &re well. I am tired of this endless scribblement, 
Adieu ! 

* Yours, 

W.C. 



LETTER LXXV. 

To the Rev, JOHN NEWTON. 

Oct, SO, 1784, 

MY DSAlt FRI^NP, 

I accede most readily to 
the justness of your remarks, on the subject of the 
truly (Roman heroism of the Sandwich islanders. 
Proofs of such prowess, I believe, are seldom exhi^ 
bited by a people, who have attained to a high de-r/ 
gree of civilization. Refinement, and profligacy of 
principle, are too nearly allied to admit of any thing 
so noble ; and I question whether any instances of 
feithful friendship like that, which so much aflTected 
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you in the behaviour <;rfthe poor savage: were produced 
§ren by the Romans themselves, in the latter days of 
the empire. They had been a nation, whose virtUjBS 
it is in^pos^ible not to wonder at. But Greece, which 
waij tQ th^EQ, what France i$ to us^ a Pandora's box of 
mischief, reduced them to her own standard, and 
they naturally sopp .^yijik still lower, Religion in this 
ca§e f eems pretty much out of the question. To the 
production of such heroism, undebauched nature her^ 
self is equal. When Italy was a land of heroes, she 
knew no more of the true God, than her cicisb^os and 
her fidlers know now ; and indeed it seems a matter 
of indifFerej)pe., whether a man be horn jund^ a trifth, 
which does not influence him, or under the actual in- 
^Uence of a lie ;*or if there beany difference between 
the cases, it seems to be rather ia hvov of the 
latter.: for a false persuasion^ such as the Mahometan 
fof instance, may animate the -courage, and furnish 
motives for the contempt of d^ath, while despisers of 
the true religion., are punished for their folly^ by be- 
ii)g abandoned to the last degrees of dej)ravity. Ac- 
cprdingly we see a Sandwich islander sacrificing him- 
self to his dead friend, and our Christian seamen ancj 
,fnariners, instead of being impressed by a sense of his 
geijierosityj butchering hin^ with a persevering ^uelty 
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that will disgrace timn for ever r for he was a defence- 
less, unresisting enemy^ who meant nothing more 
than to gratify his love for the deceased. To slay 
him in such circumstances was to murder him, and 
w^ith every aggravation of the crime that caa be 
iinagTfted.^ 

' I atn again at Johnson's, in the shape of » poem 
^x blank verse; consisting of si^s books, and called 
The Task. I began it about this time twelvemonth, 
and writing sometimes an hour in a day, sometimes 
half an one, and sometimes 'two hours, have tetely 
finished it, I mentioned it nof sooner, because almost 
to the last, I was doubtful whether f should €vet 
bring it tiD a conclusion, wOrkirtg often in su<;h dis^- 
tress^of mind, as, whileitgpurred me to the work, at 
tire same time threatened to disqualify, me for it. My 
bookseller, I suppose, will be as tardy as before. I dp 
not expect to be born into the world till the month 
of March, when I and the cirocusses shall peep to*- 
gether; Youmay assure youTsetf that I shall take my 
first opportunity to wait on you. Imeah liVewise t© 
gratify myselfby obtruding my muse upon Mr. Bacom 
Adieu, mv dear friend ! We are welli, andlox^e 

TOU. 
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LETTER LXXYi* 

to the Rev. WILLIAM UNWtN. 

Nov. Ij ifMi 

MT DEAR FRIEND^ 

Were I tcf delay mjr answer^ 
I must yet write without a frank ^t last, and may as 
w*U therefore write without one now, especiially feel-; 
ing as I do, a desire to thank you for your friendly 
offices so well performed^ I am glad for your sake^ 
all well as for my own, that you succeeded in the 
first instance, and that the. first trouble proved the 
I%st. I am willing too to consider Johnson's readi-^ 
ness to Qdcept a second volume of mine, as an argu* 
menti that at leart he was no loser by the former. I 
collect firom it some reasonable hope, that the. vo- 
lume. in question may not wrong him neither. My 
imagination tells me (for I know you interest yourself 
in the success «f my productions) that your heart 
fluttered when you approached Johnson's door, 
and that it £elt itself discharged of a burth^i when 
you came out again. You did well to mention 

it at the T s ; they will now know that 

you do not pretend a share in my confidence, 
whatelrer be the value of it, greater than you 
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actually ppsse^. I wrote to Mr. Newton by the last 
post) to tell him that I was gqne to the press again. 
He will be suprised^ and perhaps not pleased. But 
I think he cannot complain^ for he keeps his own au« 
thorly secrets without participating them with me. 
I do not think myself in the least injured by hisre^ 
rerve, neither should I if he were to publish a whole 
library without favoring me with any previous no* 
tic^of his intentions. In these cases it is no viok^ 
-tion of the laws of friendship not to comAiunicatey 
though there must be a friendship where the commu-' 
nication is noade* But many reasons may concur in 
disposii^ a wiriter to keep his work secret^ and none 
of them injurious to hia friends. The influence of 
one I have felt myself, for which none of them would 
blame me — I mean the desire of surprising agreeably* 
And if I have denied myself this pleasure in your m^ 
stance, it was only to give myself a greater^ by eradl* 
eating from your mind any little weeds of suspicion, 
that might still remdn in it, that any man Uving i» 
dearer to me than yourself. Had not this conaidera* 
tton forced up the lid of my strong box lik« a lever^ 
it ivould have kept its contents with an invisible 
closeness to the last; and the first news, that either 
you or any of my friends would have heard of the 
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pers. But youknow now; thatt neither as apoetnof 
ad a man, do I give to any man a precedence in xnjf 
estimation at your jexjjience. 

I aui pi?o]ceetiing tvith my new work (whkh 
^t present I fe^i myself much inciined;tb!cai]:by tii£ 
name of Tirocinium) as^ fast as the mt^er pseraiiti^i 
it has reached the len^h of seveffi huriKireki Knes, and 
will probably r€ce^^^e an addition 5f two or three 
hundred more. When you see Mr; •"'• ' ' • ' perhaps 
yoil will not find it difficult to procure froin him 
halt-a-dozen franks, addressed to yourself^ and dated 
the fifteenth of December, in which, case, they will 
all go to the post filled with my lucubrations, on the 
evening of that day. I do not name ah earlier, be- 
cause I hate to be hurried; arid Johnson canhdt 
want it sooner thaHj thus managed, it will relachhim. 

I ami not sorry, that Johh Gilpin^ though hi- 
therto>he has been nobody's child, is Ukely^ to be 
owned at l^st. Here and there I can give him' a 
- touch that I think will mend him,- the language in 
some places not being qiiite so quaint and -old- 
fashioned as it should be ; and in one of th^ st^i^as 
there is a false rhyme. When I have thus given the 
finishing stroke to his figure, I mean to gra^ him 
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With two mottos; a Greek and a Latin one, which, 
when the world shall see that I. have only a little one 
bf three words to the volume itself, and none to the 
books of which it consists^ they will perhaps under- 
stand as a stricture upon that pompous display of li- 
terature, with which some authors take occasion to 
trowd their titles. KnoK, in particular, who is a 
sensible man too, has not, I think, fewer than half a 

dozen to his Essays ; 

Adieu, 



LETTER LXXVII. 

to JOSEPH HILL, Esq. 

November, 1784. 

MY DEAR FftlEND, 

To condole with you on the 
death of a Mother aged eighty-seven would be ab- 
surd— ^rather, therefore, as is reasonable, I congratu- 
. late you on the almost singular felicity of having en- 
joyed the company of so amiable, and so near a rela- 
tion so long. Your lot and mine in this respect 
Vol. 2. S 
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have been very diflferent, a» indeed in almost every 
other. Your Mother lived to see you rise, at least to* 
see you comfortably established in the world.. Mine 
dying when I was six years old^ did not live to seie me 

' sink in it. Yoa may remember with pleasure while 
you live, a blessing Vouchsafed to you so long, and T,. 
while Hive, must regret a comfort, of which I w^s. 
deprived so-early. I can truly say that not a wqek 
passes (pefliaps I might with equal veracity say a day)^ 
in which I do not think of her. Such was the ini-^ 
pression her tenderness made upon me, though the 
opportunity she had for shewing it was so short. But 
the ways of God are equal — ^and when I reflect ou 
the pangs she would have suffered had she been ^ 
witness of all mine, I see more cause to rejoice, thart 
to mourn, that she was hidden in the grave so soon. 
We have SLS you say, lost a lively and sensible 
neighbour in Lady Austin, but we have beenlong ac- 
customed to a state ofretirement, within one degree^ 
of solitude, and being naturally lovers of still life, can 
relapse into our former duality without being uil- 

' happy at the change. To me indeed a third is not 
necessary, while I can have the companion I have 
had these twenty years. , 

I am gone to the press again ; a volimie of mine 
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Will gteet your hands some time either in the cbiirsi 
of the winter, or early in the spring. You will find. 

^ it, perhaps, on the whole more entertaining than the 
former, as it treats a greater variety of subjeci'S, ancf 
those, at least the most, of a sublunary kind. It will 
consist of a poem in six books, called the Task. To 
which will be added another, which I finished yes- 

• terday^ called, I believe, Tirocinium, on the subject 
ofeducationi 

You perceive that I havfe taken your advice, 
And given the pen no rest. 

W. C. 



LETTER LXXVIII. 

To the Rev. JOHN NEWTON. 

Nov, 27, 1784. 

MY DEAR FiaiEND) 

All the interest, that you take 
in my new publication, and all the pleas, that you 
urge in behalf of your right to my confidence, the 
moment I had read your letter, struck me as so many 
proofs of your regard ; of a friendship, in which dis- 

S2 
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t|inC€ and time make no abatement. But it is dilit. 
cult to adjust opposite claims to the satisfaction of 
all parties. I have done my best, and must leave it 
- to your candour to put a just interpretation upon all 
that has passed, and to give me credit for it, as a cer- 
tain truth, that whatever seeming defects in point of 
attention, and attachment to you, my conduct on this 
occasion may have appeared to have been chargeable 
with, I am in reality as clear of all real ones as you 
would wish to find me. 

I send you inclosed in the first place, a copy 
of the advertisement to the reader, which accounts 
for my title, not otherwise easily accounted fo r 
secondly, what is called an argument, or a summary 
of the contents of each book, more circumstantial 
and diffuse by far than that, which I have sent to the 
press. It will give you a pretty accurate acquaintance 
with my matter, though the tenons and mortices, by 
which the several passages are connected, and let into 
each other, cannot be explained in a syllabus — ^and 
lastly, an extract as you desired. The subject of it 
I am sure will please you, and as I have admitted into 
my description no images, but what are scriptural, 
and have aimed as exactly as I could at the plain and 
simple sublimity of the scripture language, I have 
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hopes the manner of it may please you too. As far 
as the numbers and diction are concerned, it may 
serve pretty well for a sample of the whole. But 
the subjects being so various, no single passage can 
in all respects be a specimen of the book at large. 

My principal purpose is to allure the reader,' 
by character, by scenery, by imagery, and such poeti- 
cal embellishments, to the reading of what may 
profit him. Subordinately to this, to combat that 
predilection in favor of a metropolis, that beggars 
and exhausts the coutitry, by evacuating it of all its 
principal inhabitants : and coljateraliy, and as far as 
is consistent with this double intention, to have a 
stroke at vice, vanity, and folly, wherever I find them. 
I have not spared the universities. A letter which 
appeared in the General Evening Post of Saturday, 
said to have been received by a general officer, and 
by him. sent t<y the press, as worthy of public notice, 
and which has all the appearance of authencity, 
would alone justify the severest censures of those bo- 
dies, if any 'such justification were wanted. Byway 
bf supplement to what I have written on this s\il)ject. 
I have added a poem, called Tirocinium, which is in 
rhyme. It treats of the scandalous relaxation of dis- 
.x^pline, that obtains in almost all schools universally, 
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but espeoially in the largest, which are sonegligejit 
in the article of morals, that boys are debauched in 
general the moment they are capable of being so. It 
recommends the office of tutor to the father, where 
there is .no real impediment, the expedient of a do- 
mestic tutor, where there is, and the disposal of boys 
into the hands of a respectable country clergyman, 
who limits his attention to two, in all case? where 
they cannot conveniently be educated at home, Mr, 
Unwin happily affording me an instance in j>oint, 
^he poem is inscribed to him. You will now, Thope, 
command your hunger to be patient, and be satisfied 
with the luncheon that I send, Hill dinner cgmes. 
That piece^meal perusal of the work, sheet by sheet, 
l^ould be so disadvantageous to the work itself, an4 
therefore so uncomfortable to me, that (I dare say), 
you will wave your desire of it. A poem, ^us dis-t 
jointed, cahuot possibly be fit for any body's inspec- 
tion but the author's. 

Tully's rule-.—" JsTulla diessirie linear '-^vfiW 
make a volume in less time than one would suppose, 
I adhered to it so rigidly, that though more than once 
I found thr^e lines as many as I had time to compass, 
still I wrote; and finding occasionally, and as it 
BVight happen, 4 naore fluept vein, the abundance of 
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<?ne day made me amends for the barrenness of ano- 
ther. But I do not mean to write blank-verse again. >/ 
Not having the mu^c of rhyme, it reqAxircs so close 
ail attention to the pau^, and the cadence, and such 
a peculiar mode of expression, as render it^ to me at 
least, the most difficult species of poetry, th^t I have 
ever meddled with. 

I am obliged to you, and to Mr* Bacon, for 

your kind remembranca of me, when you meet. 

No artist can excel, as he does, without the finest 

feelings ; and every maaa that has the finest feelings 

. is, and must be amiable. 

Adieu, 

My dear friend ! 
* Aflfectionately yours, 
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LETTER LXXIX. 

To the Rev. WILLIAM UNWIN, 

Nov. 29, 17a4. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

I am happy that you are 
pleased, and accept it as an earnest that I shall not af 
least disgust the public. For though I know youi? 
partiality to me, I know at the same time with what 
Jaudablc tenderness you feel for your own reputation, 
and thatfor the sake of that mostdelicate part of your 
property, though you \yould not criticise me witl^ 
an unfriendly and undue severity, you would how- 
jEver beware of being satisfied top hastily, and with nq 
warrantable cause of beipg so. t called you the tutor 
of your two son^, , in contemplation of the certainty 
of that event ' i t is a fact in suspepse, not in 
^ction. 

My principal errand to you now, is; to give you 
information on the foUowjpg subject ; The moment 
Mr. Newton knew (and I took care that he should 
learn it first fropi me) that I bad communicated to you 
what I had concealed from him, and that you were 
my authorship's go-between with Johnson on this) 
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jOGcasion, he sent me a most friendly letter indeed, 
but one in every line of which I could hear the soft 
murmurs of something like mortification, that could 
riot be entirely suppressed. It contained nothing* 
however thatyou yourself would have blamed, or that 
J had not every' reason to consider as evidence of his 
regard to me. He concluded the subject with de- 
siring to know something of my plan, to be favored* 
with an extract, by way of specimen, or (which he 
should like better still) with wishing me to order 
Johnson to send him a proof as fast as they were 
printed off. Determining npt to accede to this last 
request for many reasons (but especially becayse I 
would no more show my poem piece-meal, than I 
would my house if I had one; the merits of the struc» 
ture, in either case being equally liable to suffer by 
such a partial view of it) I have endeavoured to com-!?' 
promise the difference between us, and to satisfy him 
without disgracing myself. The proof sheets I have 
absolutely, though civilly refused. But I have sent 
him a copy of the Arguments of each book, more di- 
lated and circumstantial than those inserted in the 
work ; and to these I have added an extract as he dcr 
sired; selecting, as most suited to his taste — The view 
of the restoration of all things-^whi'ch you recollec| 



Digilized by 



Google 



tp have seon n^ar tha end of the last book^ I hold it 
necessary tot^U you thi4) ie$t, ityoja should call upou 
hiiO) he should startle you by discovering a degree 
of infoifination upon the subject, which you could 
not otherwise know how to recoucik* or to account 
for. 

You have executed your commissions a mer^ 
wUk. We not only approve, but admire. No apo- 
logy was wanting for the balance struck pt the bot- 
tom, which we accounted rather a beauty than a de- 
formity. Pardon a poor poet, who ca»aot speak 
even <rf pounds, shiUings, and pence, butin his own 
way. 

I have read Lunardi with pleasure. He is a 
Kvely sensible young fellow, and I suppose a very 
ftvorable sample of the Itahans. When I look at 
his picture^ I can fiancy that I see in him that good 
sense and courage, that no doubt wete iegible in the 
fece of a young Roman, two thousaapid years ago. 



Your affectionate 



W. C. 



Digitized by 



Google 



£83 

. LET'JER hXX3U 

To the Rev, JOHN NEWTON. 

Dec. 13, 1784. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

Hafving imitated no man, I 
may reasonably hope, tJiat I shall not incur the disi 
advantage of a comparison with my betters. JVIilton's 
manner was peculiar. So is Thomson's. He, that 
should write like either of them, would in my judg^ 
ment, deserve the name of a copyist, but not a poet. 
A judicious and sensible reader therefore, hke your-* 
self, will not say that my manner is not.gQodt because 
it does not resemble theirs, but will rather consider 
what it is in itself. Blank-y^rse.is susceptible of .^ 
much greater diversification of manner, than verse ia 
rhyme: and why the modem writers of it have all 
thought proper to cast their numbers alike, I know 
not. Certainly it was not necessity, that compelled 
them to it. i flatter myself however, that I have ar 
voided that sameness with others, which would enti- 
tle me to nothing but a share in caie common obli*- 
vion with them all. It is possible, that, as a Reviews 
^r pf my former volume found cause, to say,'that lup 
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knew not to what clki« of writers to refer me^ the 
Reviewer of this^ whoever he shall be, may see occa- 
sion to remark the same singularity. At any rate,- 
thoqgh as little apt to be sanguine as most men, and 
more prone to fear and despond,^ than to over-rate 
my own productions, I am persuaded, that I shall not 
forfeit any thing by this volume, that I gained by the 
Jast. As to the title, I take it to be the best that is 
to be had. It is not possible that a book, including 
such a variety of subjects, and in which no particular 
one is predonainant,should find a title adapted to thera 
all. In such a c^e, it seemed almost necessary to ac* 
commodate the name to the incident, that gave birth 
t6 the poem; nOr does it appear to me, thiat because I 
performed more thaii my task, therefore the Task is 
not a suitable title. A house would still be a house, 
though the builder of it should make it ten times as 
big as he at first intended. I might indeed, following 
the example of the Sunday news-monger, call it the 
Olio. But I should do myself wrong : for though it 
•bave much variety, it has I trust, no confusion. 

For the same reason none of the interior titles 
•apply themselves to the contents at large of that 
iiook, to which they belong. Tiiey are, every one of 
$hemj taken either from the leading (I should say 
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the introductoty) passage of that particular bo^dc, or 
from that, which makes the most conspicuous figure 
in it. Had I set off with a design to write upon a 
gridiron, and had I actually written near two hundred! 
lines upon that utensil, as I have upon the Sofa, the 
gridiron should have been my title. But, the 5ofe 
being, as I may say, the starting-post, from which I 
addressed myself to the long race, that I soon cowi- 
ceived a design to run, it acquired a just pre-emi- 
nence in my account, and was very worthily advanc- 
eSi to the titular honor it enjoys, its right being at 
least so far a good one, that no word in the langtiage 
could pretend a better. 

The Time-piece appears to me, (though by 
some accident the import of that title has escaped 
you) to have a degree of propriety beyond the most 
of them. The book to which it belongs, is intended 
to strike the hour that gives notice of approaching 
judgment; and dealing pretty largely in the signs of 
the times, seems to bie denominated, as it is, with a 
sufficient jdegree of accommodation to the subject. 

As to the word worm^ it is the very appellation 
which Milton himself, in a certain passage of the Pa- 
radise Lost, gives to ,the serpent. Not haying the 
book at hand, I cannot now Irefer to it, bnt I am sure 
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of tli€f fket. t fitit tEiflftaken tOo, if Shakspeare'ii 
Cleopatra do SOt call tk^ asp, by whidh she thought 
fit to destroy hferself, by tfee same name* But, not 
living read the ^rtay these five^and^twenty years, I 
^ill not affirm iti They are ho^^eVef without all 
doubt cotftettible terms.-i— Aworm is a small ser^^ 
j)ettt, afid a s^pent is a lajge worm. And when ati 
^J)i«het sigiiificant of the modt terrible dpeciesv of 
those creatures is adjoined, the idea is surely suffici^ 
ently ascertained. , No animal of the vermicular or 
serpentiae kind is crested, but the most formidable 
DfalL 

Yours affectionately, 

, W.C. 



LETTER LXXXIt 

To the Rev. WILLIAM UNWIN. 

Dec. I8j 1784. 

MY DEAR FRIEN0, 

I condole with you, that you 
had the trouble to ascend St. Paulas in vain, but at 
the same time congratulate you, that you escaped an 
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agae. I 'di0tild 6e very well pleased to have a felr 
prospect of 8t balloon under sail, with a philosopher 
OP two On board, but at the same time, should be 
very Botry to expose mysdf, fi>r any length of thue, 
to the rigour^ of the upper regions, at this season,, 
for the sake of it. The travellers themselves, I sup- 
pose, are secured frcan all injuries of the weather by 
that fervency of spirit and agitation of mind, which 
must needs accompany them in thek flight ; advan- 
tages, which the more composed and phlegmatic 
spectator is not equally possessed of. 

The inscription of the poem is mOTeybiir own 
affair than any other person's^ You have^ therefc»T/ 
an undiMibted right to &shion it to your mindy nor 
have I the lea»t objection to the slight alterajtioa, that 
you have made in it.^ I inserted what you have erased 
for k reason, that was perhaps rather chimerical thaxi 
solid. I feared, however, that the Reviewers, or some 
of my sagacious readers, not more mercifulthan they, 
might suspect,, that there Was a secret design iia the- 
wind, and that author and: friend had consulted in 
what manner author might introduce friend to public 
notice, as a clergyman every way qualified to enter-^ 
tain a pupil or two, if peradven|pre any gentleman 
of fortune; were in want of a tator for his childreU^ 
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I therefore aidded the wordy— ^" Arid of hi^ twosoM 
only" — 'by way of insinuating, that you are perfectly 
satisfied with your present charge, and that you xio- 
not wish for more 5 thus meaning to obviate an illibe- 
^ constimctfon, which we are,- both of us^ incapable 
►of deserving. But the saime caution not having ap- 
peared to you to be necessary, I am very witling 
and re^y to suppose that it'is not so. 

1 intended in my last to have given you my resi- 
scmd fot the compltment, that I paid Bishop Bagot, 
lest, knowing. that I have no personal connexion 
with him, you should sui^pect me of having done it 
, rath^ too much at a venture. In the first place then, 
I wisbsd.the world to know, that I have no objection 
. to a bishop, quia^ bishop^ In the the second place, 
the brothers were all five my schoolfellows^ and veiy 
amiaUe and valuable boys they were. Thirdly, 
Lewis, the bishop^ had been rudely and coarsely 
treated in the Monthly Review^ on account of a 
sermon, which appeared to me, when I read their ex- 
tract fi'om it, to deserve the highest commendations, 
as exhibiting explicit proof of both of his good sense, 
and his unfeigned piety. For these causes, me there 
unto moving, I jfelt myself happy in an opportuniy 
to do public honour to a worthy man, who had been 
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l^iibliciy ixaduced ; and indeed the Reviewers them- 
fe^lves have since repented of their, aspersions, and 
have travelled not a little out of theif way in order 
to retract them, having taken occasion by the sermon 
preached at the bi^hbp's visitation at Norwich, to 
isay every thing handsome of his lordship, who what- 
ever might be tHe merit of the discourse, in that in- 
stance at least could himself lay claim to no other 
than that of being a hearer; 

Since I wrote^ I have had a letter from Mr. 
Newton that did not please me, and returned an an- 
swer to it that possibly may not have pleased him. 
We shall cortie together again soon (I suppose) upon 
as amicable terms as usual. But at present he is in a 
state of mortification. He would have been pleased, 
had the book passed out of his hands into yours, or 
even out of yours iiito Jiis, so that he had previously 
had opportunity to advise ameasure, whichl pursued 
withqut his recommendation, and had seen the poems 
in manuscript. But my design was to pay you a 
whole compliment, and I have done it. If he says 
more on the subject, I shall speak freely, and perhaps 
please him less than I have done already. 
Yours, with love to you all. 

W.C. 
Vol. 2. ^ T 
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LXXTEE LXXXII. 

- To the Rev. JOHN NE\fTON. 

Christmas Eve, 1784^ 

MY ©EAE FjEIENJJ^ 

I am neither Mede nor Persian , 
neither am I the son of any such, but was born^ 
, at Great Berkhamsted,m Hartfordshire, and yet I can 
neither find a new title for my book, nor please my- 
self with ^ny addition to the old one. I am however 
willing to hope, that, when the volume shall cast it^ 
self at your feet, you will be in some measure recon- 
ciled to the name it bears, especially when you shall 
find it justified both by the exordium of the poem^ 
and by the conclusion. But enough, as you say 
with great truth, of a subject very unworthy of so 
much consideration. 

Had I heard any anecdotes of poor dying- ■ ^ 
tJiat would have bid fair to deserve your attention, I 
should have sent them. The little, that he is reported 
to have uttered of a spiritual import, was not very 
striking That little however I can give you upon 
good authority. Hisbrother asking him,howhe found 
himself^he replied, " I am very composed, and thinks 
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tkati may safely believe myself entitled to a portion/* 
The world has had much to say in his praise,andboth 
prose arid verse haVe been employed to celebrate him 
in the Northampton Mercury. But Christians (I 
suppose) have judged it best to be silent. If he ever 
drank at the fountain of life, he certainlv drank also, 
and often too freely of certain other streams, which 
are not to be bought without money and without 
price. He had virtues that dazzled the natural eye, 
and failings that shocked the spiritual one. But 
isic dies indicabif. 

w. c. 



LETTER LXXXIII. 

To the Rev. WILLIAM UN WIN. 

1784.; 

MY DEAR WILLIAM, 

The slice, which (you observe) 
has been taken from the top of the sheet, it lost, be- 
fore* I began to write ; but being a part of the paper 
which is seldom used, I thought it would be pity to 
discard, or to degrade to meaner purposes, the fair 
and ample remnant, on account of so immaterial a de- 
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feet, J therefore have destined it to be the vehicle 
of a letter, which you will accept as entire, though 
a lawyer perhaps would, without much difficulty, 
prove it to be but a fragment. The best recompence 
I can make you for writing \yithout a frank, is to pro* 
pose it to you to take your revenge by returning an 
.answer under the same predicament ; and the best 
reason I can give for doing it is, the occasion follow- 
ing. In my last I recommended it to you to procure 
franks for the conveyance of Tirocinium^ dated on a 
day therein mentioned, and the earliest,which at that 
time I could venture to appoint. It has happened, 
however, that the poem is finished a month sooner 
than I expected, and two-thirds of it are at this time 
fairly transcribed ; an accident, to which the riders- 
of a Parnassian steed are liable, who never know, be- 
fore they mount him, at what rate he will chuse to 
travel. If he be indisposed to dispatch, it is impossi- 
ble to accelerate his pace ; if otherwise, equally im- 
possible to stop him. Therefore my errand to you 
at this time, is to cancel the former assignation, and 
to inform you, that by whatever means you please, 
and as soon as you please, the piece iii question will 
be ready to attend yoii ; for without exerting any ex- 
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traordinary diligence, I shall haVe completed the 
transcript in a week. 

The critics will neyer know, that four lines of 
it were composed, while I had a dose of ipecacuanha 
on my sjtomach, in short, that I was delivered of 
the emetic and the verses in the same moment. 
Knew they this, they wouldat least allow me to be a 
poet of singular industry, and confess that I lose no 
time;. I have heard of poets, who have found cathar- 
tics of sovereign use, when they had occasion .to be 
particularly brilliant. Dryden always used them, 
and in commemoration of it,'Bayes in the Rehearsal 
is made to inform the audience that in a poetical 
emergency, he always had recourse to stewed prunes. 
But I am the only poet who has dared to reverse the 
prescription^ and whose enterprize, having succeeded 
to admiratioa, warrants him to recommend an emetic 
to all future'bards, as^ the most infallible means of 
producing a fluent and easy versification, 

My love to all your family. 

Adieu ! 
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To the Rev. WILI^IAM UNWIN, 

Olney, Jan, 15, 1785, 

MY DEAR WILLIAM, 

Your letters are always wel^ 
1^ come. You can always either find something to say, 
or can amuse me and yourself with a sociable and 
friendly way of saying nothing. I iiever found that 
a loiter was the more easily written, because, the 
writing of it had been long delayed. On the con-r 
trary, experience has taught me to answer soon, that 
I may do it without difficulty. It is in vain to wait 
for an accumulation of materials in a situation such 
as your's and mine, productive of few events. At 
the end of pur Expectations we shall find ourselves 
as poor as at the beginniiig. 

I cap hardly tell you with any certainty of in- 
formation, upon what terms Mr. Newton and I may 
be supposed to stand at present, A mcmth (I be* 
lieve) has passed, since 1 heard fi-om him. But my 
Jriseur^ having been in London in the course of this 
week, whence he returned last night, and having 
called at Hoxton, brought me his love and an ex- 
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cuse for his silence, which (he said) had been occa- 
sioned by the frequency of his preachings at this sea- 
son. He was not pleased, that niy manuscript was 
not first transmitted to him, and I have cause to sus- 
pect, that he was even mortified at being informed, 
that a certain inscribed poem, was not inscribed Jo 
himself. But we shall jumble together again, as peo- 
pie that, have an affection for erfch other at bottom, 
notwithstanding now "and then a slight disagreement, 
always do. 

I know not, whether Mr. ■ — has acted in 
consequence of your hint, or whether, not needing 
one, he Iransmitted to us his bounty, before he had 
received it. He has, however, sent us a note for 
twenty pounds ; with which we hkve performed 
*ronders, in behalf of the ragged and the starved. Hfe 
IS a most extraordinary young man, and, though I 
ishall probably never see him,will always have a niche 
in the museum of my reverential remembrance. 

The death of Dr. Johnson has set a thousand 
scribblers to work, and me among the rest. While I 
lay in bed, waiting till I could reasonably hope, that 
the parlour might be ready for me, I invoked the 
muse,* and composed the following 
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Here Johnson lie;s — r-^^ sage l^ aji ailow'd 

Whom to have bred, may well make England proi^d; 

Y^hose pro$e was eloquence, by Wisdom taught. 

The graceful vehicle of virtuous thought ; 

Whose verse may claim, grave, m^culine, and strong, 

Superior praise to the mere poet'is song ; 

Bo^ir m^oy a noble gift frpm Heaven^ possQS$'<i, 

And faith at last, alone, worth all the rest* 

O man, immortal by a double prize, 

By &me on earth, by glory in the skies ! / 

It is destined (I believe) to the Gentleman^s Maga^ 
?ine, which I consider as a respectable repository for 
3mall matters, which, when entrusted toanewspapep, 
can expect but the duration of a day. But, Nichols 
having ^t present a small piece of mine in his hand^, 
pot yet printed, (it i$ called the Poplar*field, and, I 
suppose, you hav^ it) I wait till His obsterical aid 
has broqgbt that to light, before I gend him a new 
one. In/bis la$t he published my epitaph upoa 
Tiney ; which (I like^i§e imagine) has been long in 
your collection. 

Not a wopi yet from Johnsfon, I am easy howr 
pver upon the subject, being assured that so long a^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



«97 

his own interest is at stake, he will not want a moni? 
tor to remind him of the proper time to publish. 

You and your femily have our sincere love, 
forget not to present my respectful compliments to 
Miss Unwin, and, if you have not done it already, 
thank her on my part, for the very agreeable narra- 
tive of Luoardi. He is a young man (I presume) of 
great good sense and spirit, (his letters at least, an4 
his enterprising turn, bespeak him such) a man qua^- 
lifted to shine not only among the stars, but in the 
iJbre useful, though humbler sphere of terrestrial 
occupation. 

I have been crossing the channel in a balloon, 
ever since I read of that achievement by Blanchard. 
I have an insatiable thirst to know the philosophical 
yeason, why his vehicle had like to have fallen into 
the sea, when for aught that appears, the gas was not 
at all exhausted.^ Did not the extreme cold condense 
the inflammable air, and cause the globe to collapse? 
\r.3ll me,and be my Apollo for ever ! 

Affectionately yours, 

W. C. 
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LXTTEB ^XXXV. 

To the Rev. WILLIAM UNWIN. 

Feb, 7, 1785. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

We live in a state of such 
linintemipted retirement j in which incidents worthy 
to be recorded occur so seldom, that I always sit 
down to write with a discouraging conviction, that I 
liave nothing to say. The event commonly justifies 
the presage. For when I have filled my sheet, I find 
that I have said nothing. Be it known to you how- 
ever, that I may now at least communicate a piece 
of intelligence, to which you will not be altogether 
indifTerent ; that I have received, and returned to 
Johnson, the two first proof-sheets of my new pub- 
lication. The business was dispatched indeed a fort- 
night ago, since when I have heard froip him no fur- 
ther. From such a beginning however, I venture to 
prognosticate the progress, and in due time the con- 
clusion of the matter. 

In the last Gentleman's Magazine my Poplar- 
field appears. I have accordingly sent up two pieces 
more, a Latin translation of it, which you have never 



Digitized by 



Google 



[ 



209 

seen, and aiwther on a Eose-bud, the tieck of wtvich 
I inadvertently broke, which whether you have seen 
or not, I know not. As fast as Nichols prints off the 
poems I se®d hina, I send him new ones, My re- 
mittance usually consists of two ; and he publishes 
one of them at a time. I may indeed furnish him at 
this rate, without putting myself to any great incon-^ 
vcnience. For my last supply was transmitted to hini 
in August, tod is but now exhausted. 

I conuiaunicate the following at your Mother's 
instance, who will suffer no part of my praise to be 
sunk in oblivion. A certain Lord has hired a house 
at Clifton, incur neighbourhood, for a hunting seat. 
There he lives at present with his wife and daughter. 
They are an exemplary family in some respects, and 
(I believe) an aniiable one in all. The Reverend Mr. 
Jones, the curate of that parish, who often dines with 
them by invitation on a Sunday, recommended my 
volume to their reading ; and his Lordship, after 
having perused a part of it, expressed an ardent de- 
sire to be acquainted with the author, from motives, 
which my great modesty will not suffer me to parti- 
cularize. Mr. Jones however, like a wise man, in- 
formed his Lordship, that for certain special reasons 
»nc| causes I had declined going intq company, for 
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ft)r my acquaintance. His Lordship most civilly sub* 
joined, that he was sorry for it " And is that all ?"' 
Say you. Now were I to hear you say so, I should 
look foolish, and say-^" Yes/' — ^But having you ^ 
a distance, I snap my fingers at you, and say-r-^* No, 

.that is not all.*'-^Mr. r, who favors us now 

^nd then with his company, in an evening, as usual, 
was not long since discoursing with that eloquence^ 
which is so peculiar to himself, on the many provi- 
dential interpositions, that had taken place in his 
fevor. " He had wished for many things (he said) 
•' which at the time, when he formed those wishes, 
•' seerned distant and improbable, some of them in- 
" deed impossible, Amongother wishes that he had 
" indulged, one was, thathe might be cc«inected with 
" men of genius and ability— -and in my connexion. 
" with this worthy gentleman, (said he, turning to 
" me) that wish I amsure, is amply gratified/' You 
may suppose, that I felt the sweat gush out upon my 
forehead, when I heard this speech ; and if you do, 
you will not be at all mistaken. So niuch was I de» 
lighted with the delicacy of that incense. 

Thus far I proceeded easily enough ; and here 
I laid down my pen, arid spent some minutes in re-. 
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collection, endeavouring to find some siibject, with 
which I might fill the little blank, that remains. But 
none presents itself. Farewel, therefore, and remem- 
ber those j;hat are mindful of you ! 

Present our love to all your comfortable fire- 
side, and believe me ever most affectionately yours> 

They, that read Greek with the accents, would 

pronounce the a in (})iA£«, as an *?. But I do not 

hold with that practice, though educated in it, I 

should therefore utter it just as I do the Latin word 

jilio^ taking the quantity for my guide. 



LETTER LXXXVI. 

To the Rev. WILLIAM UNWIN. 

March 20, 1785. 

MY DEAR WILLIAM^ 

- I thank you foj your letter^ 
It made me laugh, and there are not many things ca- 
pable of being contained within the dimensions of a 
letter, for which I see cause to be more thankfuL 1 
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was pleased to(H io see my opmion of his Lordship^s 
wonck&khce iip©ttas»bj€tet, tfbat you had so much af 
hearty completefy verified. 1 danm knoW, that thef ^ 
eye of a nobleman was evw dissected. %, I cannot? 
help suppos^fRg^ however^ that, were ttia* organ, as it 
^xist^ in the head of such a personage, to be acew- 
laJely examined, it would be found to differ iinateji- 
ally in its construction from the eye of a commoner ; 
so very different is the view, that men in an elevated, 
and in an humble station, have of the same objects 
What appears great, sublime, beautiful, and impor- 
tant, to you and to me, when submitted to my lord^ 
or his grace, and submitted too with the utmost' hu- 
mility, is either too minute to be visible at all, or if 
seen^ seems trivial, and of no account. My suppo- 
siti9n therefore seems not altogether chimerical. 

In two months I have corrected proof-sheets to 
the amount of ninety three pages, and no more. In 
other words, I have received three pacquets. No- 
thing is quick enough for impatience, and I suppose 
that the impatience of an author has the quickest of 
Jill possible mm^ements. It appears to me however^ 
that at this rate we shall not publish till next au- 
tumn. Should you happen therefore to pass John- 
son^s door, pop in your head as you goj and just in- 
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Sinuate to hiim that, were his reoouittances father moce 
frequent, that frequency would be no inconvenience 
to me. I much expected one this^ evening, a fort- 
night having now elapsed since the arrival of the last. 
But none camey^andl felt myself alittle mortified, i 
took up the newspaper however, and read it. There 
I found, that th^ Emperor and the Dutch are, after 
all their negociations, going to war. Such reflec- 
tions as these struck me. A great part of Europe is 
going to be involved in the greatest of all calamities 
*— troops are in motion — artillery is drawn together 
•^-cabinets are busied kjicontriving schemes of blood, 
and devastation*-— ««thousands^ill perish, who are 
incapable ofunderstanding the dispute, and thousands^ 
who, whatever the event may be, are little more in- 
terested in it than myself, will suffer. unspeakable 
hardships in the course of the quarrel — -Well ! Mr. 
Poet, and how then ? You have composed certain 
verses, which you are desirous to see in print, and 
because the impression seeips to be delayed, you ate 

displeased, not to say dispirited ^be ashamed of 

yourself! you live in a world in which your feelings 
may find worthier subjects— be concerned for the 
havock of nations, and mourn over youf retarded 
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tolum^, when yoii field a dearth of more important 
tragedies! 

You postpone certain topics of conference td 
our next meeting. When shall it take place ? I dd 
not wish for you just now, because the garden is a 
wilderness, and so i^ all th^ country around us. - In 
May we shall have, asparagus, and weathfej-, in which 
we may stroll to Weston ; at least, we may hope for 
it ; therefore tom^ in May; you will find u^ happy 
to receive ybu, and a6 much of your fair household as 
you can bring with yoii. 

We are very sorry for your Uncle's iiidisposi- 
tion. The approach of summer seems however to 
to be in his favor, that season being of all remedies 
for the rheumatism, I believe, the most effectual. 

I thank you for your intelligence Concerning 
the celebrity of John Gilpin. You may be sure that 
it was agreeable— but your own feelings on occasion 
of that article, pleased me most ofalL Wellj my 
friend, be comforted ! You had not an opportunity of 
saying publicly. " I know the Author.'* But the au- 
thor himself will say as much for you soon, and per-, 
haps will feel in doing so a gratification equal to 
your own. 
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. in the affiiijr of iace-painting-, I etn precisely 
of your opinion! 

AdieUi 

w.c. 



Letter Lxxxvii; 
to the liev. WILLIAM UN#tN. 

April 3d, 1785. 

AfY DEAR FRIEND^ 

I return you thankd for* a let* 
ter so warm with this intelligence of the celebrity of 
John GTUpin. I little thought^ when I mounted him 
upon my Pegasus, that he would become so famous. 
I have learned also^ from Mr. Newton, that he is 
equally renowned in Scotland, and tllat a lady there 
had undertaken to write a second part, on the subject 
of Mrs. Gilpin's return to London ; but not succeeding 
in it as she wished^ she dropped it He tells me like- 
wise that the head master of St. Paul's school (who 
he is I know not) has conceived, in consequence bf 
the entertainment that John has afforded him, a ve* 
Vol. 2. . U , 
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hement ^dftifie to write to me. Let us hope be wiTE 
alter his mind ; for should we even exchange civili* 
ties on the occasion. Tirocinium will spoil alL The 
great estimation however, in which this knight of the 
stone-bottles is held, may turn out a circumstance 
propitious to the volume, of which his history will 
make a part. Those events, thatt prove the prelude 
yr I to our greatest success, are often apparently trivial 
in themselves, and such as seemed to promise nothings 
The disappointment that Horace mentions, is reversed 
— We design a mug, and it proves a hogshead. It is 
a little hard, that I alone should be unfurnished with 
a printed copy of this facetious stor3% When you 
visit hdndon next, you must buy the most elegant 
impressirH!! ofit, and bring it with you. I thank yoa 
also for writing to Jdmson. I likewise wrote to him 
myself. Your leti:er and mine together, have ope* 
rated to admiration. There needs nothing more, but 
diat the effect be lasting^ and the whole will soon be 
printed, r We now draw towards the middle of the 
fifth book of the Task. The man, Johnson, is like 
unto some vicious horses, that I have known. They 
would not budge, till they were spurred, and, when 
th^y were spurred, they would kick— So did he — 
His temper was somewhat disconcerted; but his 
pace wasquickened, and I was contented.. 
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I was veiy much pleased \f illi the foUowhig: 
Sentence in Mr. Newton's iast*~— " I am perfectly 
** satisfied with the propriety of your proceeding ag 

** to the publication/' Now therefore we are 

friends again. Now he once more inquires after the 
work, which, till he had disburdened himself of this 
iu^knowledgement, neither he nor I, in any of our let-» 
iers to each other, ever mentioned. Some gide- wind 
has wafted to him a report ofthose reasons, by which I 
justified my conduct. I never made a secret of them. 
Both your Mother and I have studiously deposited 
them with tho8e,who, we thought, were most likely to 
transmit them to him< They wanted only an hearings 
which once obtained, their solidity and cogency were 
such, that they were sure to prevail. 

You mention ——*—-. I formerly knew the 
man you mention, but his elder brother much better. 
We were school-fellows, and he was one of a club of 
seven Westminster men, to which I belonged, who 
dined together every Thursday. Should it please God 
to give me ability to perform the poet*s part to some 
purpose, many whom I once called friends, but who 
have since treated me with a most magnificent indi^ 
fer^nce, will be ready to take me by the bandagaia, 

Us * ./ 
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and some» whom I never held in that estimation, wil! 
like—, (who was but a boy, when I left London) 
boast of a connexion with me, which they never had. 
Had I the virtues, and graces, and accomplishments 
of St. Paul himself, 1 might have them at OIney, and 
, nobody would care a button about me, yourself and 
J one or two more excepted. Fame begets favour, and 
I one talent, if it be rubbed a little bright by use antl 
Y I practice, will procureaman morefriends. than a thou- 
isand virtues. Dr. Johnson, (I believe) in the life.of 
one of our poets, says, that he retired from the world 
flattering himself, that he should be regretted., But 
/\ the world never missed him. I think his obserr 
vation upon it is^ that the vacancy made by the re- 
treat of any individual, is soon filled up ; that a-man 
may always be obscure, if he chuses to be so ; and 
that he, who neglects tlie worldy^ will beby th«^ 

world neglected. 
s/ 

Your Mother and 1 walked yesterday in the 

Wilderness. As we entered the gate, a glimpse of 
something white, contained in a Uttle hole in the 
gate-post, caught my ^ye. I looked again, and dis- 
covered a bird's nest,* with two tiny eggs in it. . By 
and by they will be fledged, and tailed, and get 
wing-feathers, and fly. My case is somewhatsimilar 
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t» that of the pareirt bird. My nest is in a little nook. 
Here 1 brood, and hatch, and in due tinae jny pro- 
geny takes wing and whistles. 

We wait for the time of your coming with 
ideasant e:^p^tatiQns. 

Ycmrs truly, 

W. C. 



XETtER LXXXVIH. 

To JOSEPH HILL, Esq. / 

JiwieSS, 4784. 

MY DEAR TR I END, 

l.write inanodk, that I call 
my Boudoir. It i? a summer-house not mucih'biggeir 
than a sedan chair, the door of which epens into the 
garden, that is now crowded Av4th pinfcs, roses, and 
honey-suckles, andihe Window into my neighbour's 
orchard. It formerly seized .an apothecary, now 
dead, as a smoking-room; and under my feet is a J 
trap-door, which once covered a hole in the grouoii^, 
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where he kept his bottles. At present however it ii| 
dedicated to sublimer uses. Having lined it witl^ 
garden-mats, and furnished it with a table and two 
chairs, here I writ^all, that I write in t^mmer-time^ 
whether to my friends, or to the public. It is secure 
from all noise, and a refuge from a|l intrusion ; for 
intruders sometimes trouble me in the winter even- 
ings at Olney. (But thanks tq my Boudoir /) I can 
now hide myself from them. A poet's retreat is sa-^ 
cred. They acknowledge the truth of that propo- 
^ ^ition, and never presume to violate it. 

The last sentence puts me in mind to tell yoii^ 
that I have ordered my volume to your door. My 
bookseller is the most dilatory of all his fraternity, or. 
you would have received it long since. It is more thai^ 
a month, since I returned him the last proof, and con- 
sequently since the printing was finished. I sent hin^ 
tbei manuscript at the beginning pf November, that 
he ntight publish while the town was ihll,ai^d he will 
^lit the exact moment when it i$ entirely eiApty; Pa? 
tience (you will perceive) is in no situation ^JXempted 
from the severest trials ; a mark that may serve to 
(jpmfort you under the numberle^ trials of your 
own. 
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I-ETTER LXXXIX- 

To the Rev. WILLIAM UNWIN. 

Jiily 27, 1765. 

JB^y DEAR WII.LIAM;, 

You and your party left me 
in a frame of mind, that indisposed me much lo com- 
pany. I comforted myself with the hope, that 1 
should speoda silent day, in which I should find a- 
bundant leisure to indulge sensations, which though 
of the melancholy kind, I yet wished to nourish. 
But that hope proved Vain. In less than an hour aftet 
your departure, Mr. ^ — e.-«*, made his appearance at 
the green- house door. We were obliged to ask him 
to dinner, and he dined with us. He is an agreeable, 
«ensible, well-bred young man, but with all his re* 
commendations I felt, that on that occasion I could 
have spared him^ So much better are Ithe absent, 
whom we love miich^ than the present whom we lov^ 
a little.. I have however made myself amends since, 
and nothing else having interfered, have sent many 
thoughts after you. 

Had you been gone two days, when a violent 
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thun4eF-atonii came over ua. I v^za, passing out of 
the ))2irIour into the hall, with Mungo at my beels» 
when a flash seemed to ffiU the lopm with fire. Iq 
the same iqstant came the clap, so that the explosion 
was (I suppose) perpendicular to the roof. Mungo's 
courage upon the tremendousi occasion, constrained 
pie to smile, in spite of the solemn impression that 

such an event never fails to afiect me with the 

moment that he heard the thunder, (which was like 
the burst of a great gun) with a wrinkled forehead, 
and with eyes directed to the ceiling, whence the 
sound seemed to proceed, he barked ; but he barked 
exactly in concert with the thunder. It thundered 
once, and he barked once ; and so precisely the very 
instant when the thunder happeni^, that both sounds 
seemed to begin and end together. Some dogs will 
clap their tails close, and sneak into a comer, at such 
a time, but Mungo it seems is of a more fearless far 
mily. An house at no great distance firom ours, was 
the mark to which the lightning was directed ; it 
knocked down the chimney, split the building, and 
carried away the corner of the next house, in which 
lay a fellow drunk, apd asleep upon his bed — — r-rit 
foused and terrified him, and be promises to get 
driipk no more ; but I liaye i?een a wopful end pf 
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ladany such conversions. I remember but one such 
jstorm at Olney^ since I have known the place, and I 
am glad that it did not happen two days sooner for 
the sake of the ladies, who would probably, one of • 
them at least, have been alarmed by it. I have re» 
ceived, since you went, two very flattering letters of 
thanks, one from Mr. Bacon, and one from Mi*. Bar*- 
ham, 9uch a$ might make a lean poet plump, and an 
humble poet proud. Bu t being mys elf neither lean %/ 
oor^humble, I know of no other effect they had, than 
that they pleased me ; and I communicate the intelli- 
genoe to you riot withbut an assured hope, that you 
will be pleased also. We are now going to walk^ 
and thus far I have written before I have received 
your letter. Friday.— ^I must now be as conapact as 
possible. When I began, Tdfesigned four sides, but, 
my pacquet being transformed into two single epis- 
tles, I can consequently afford you but three, I have 
.filled a large sheet with animadversions upon Pope. 
I am proceeding in my translation*-—" Fe/is et remis^ 
omnibus nerviV ' — ^as Hudibra^ has it ; and if God give 
me health'and ability, will put it into your hands when 
I see you liext. Mr. — ~* has just left us. He has 
read my book, ^nd, as if fearfuljthat I had overlooked 
3ome of them myself, has pointed out to me all its 
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beauties. I do assure you the man lias a very acuM 
^discernment^ and a taste that I have no fault to find 
with, I hope that you are of the same opinion, 

Be not sorry, that your love of Christ was ex^ 

cited in you by a picture. Could a dog or a cat 

suggest to me the thought, that Christ is precious, I* 

"Vi^ould not despise that thought, because a dog or a 

cat suggested it. The meanness of the inslrument can- 

iiot debase the nobleness of the principle. He that 

kneels before a picture of Christ, is an idolater, *But 

he in whose heart the sight of a picture kindles a warm 

remembrance of the Saviour's sufferings, must be a 

Christian. Suppose, that I dream as Gardiner did, 

that Christ walks before me, that he turns and smiles 

upon me, and fills my soul with ine^able love and 

joy. Will a man tell me, that I am deceived, that 

I ought not to love or rejoice in him for sneh a rear 

son, because a dream is merely a picture drawn upon 

the imagination ? I hold not with such divinity. 

To love Christ is the greatest dignity of man^ be 

that affection wrought in him how it may. 

Adieu! May the blessing of God be upon 
you ^11 ! It is your^Mother's heart's wish and mine. 

Your? ever, 



Digitized by 



Google 



315 

LETTER Xp* 

To the R^y. WILLIAM UNWJN, 

JVugust 27, 1785t 

• itfV BEAR FRIEND, 

I was iow in spirits yesterday, 
whep your parcel carne and raised them. Every proof 
pf attention and regard to a man who lives in a vine- 
gar-bottle, is welcome from his friends on the out- 
side of it— rraccordingly your books were wdcome 
(you must not forget by the way, that I want the 
original, of which you have sent me the translatiort 
pnly) and the ruffles from Miss Shuttleworth most 
welcome. I am covetous, if ever man was, of living 
in the remembrance of absentees, whom I highly 
valueand e^teein, and consequently felt myself much 
gratified by her very obliging present. I have had 
more comfort,' far more comfort, in the connexions n 
that I have formed within-the Idfet twenty years, than 
in the more numerous onesi that I had before. 

Memorandum— The latter are almost al 1 Un win$ 
or Unwinismsf. 

You are entitled to my thanks also for the far 
cetious engravings of John Gilpin. A serious poem 
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h like a swan, it flies heavily, and never far, but a jest 
has the wings of a swallow, that never tire, atid that 
carry it into every^ nook and corner. I am perfectly 
a stranger however to the reception, that my volume 
meets witb,and (Ibelieve) inrespectotmy nonrJialance 
tipon that subject, if authors would but copy so fair 
an example, am a diosf exemplary character. I must 
tell you nevertheless, that although the laurels that I 
gain at Olney will never minister much to my prides, 
I have acquired some. The Rev. Mr. S ■■ ■ is my 
admirer,and thinks my second volume superior to my 
first. It ought to be so. If we do not improve by 
practice, then nothing can me^ us ; and a man has 
no more eause to be mortified at being'told that he 
has excelled himself, thap the elephant had, whose 
praise it was, that he was the greatest elephant in the 
world, himself excepted. If it be fedr to judge of a 
book by an extract, I do not wonder, Ahat you were 
go little edified by Johnson's JournaL It is even more 
ridiculous th^ was poor — .-^'s of flatulent memory. 
The portion of it, given to us in this day's pafper, 
pontains not one sentiment worth one farthing, ex- 
cept the last, in which he resolves to bind himself 
jvith no more unbidden obligations. Poor man ! 
^nt would think, ^hat to pray for his dead wife, an4 
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to pineh hi^aiiself with church- fasts, had been almoirt 
the whole of bis religion. I am Sony, that he, wha 
waa so maoly an advocate for the cause of virtue iu 
all otiijer places, was so childishly employed, and sq 
superstitiously too, in his closet. Had he studied his 
Bible more, to which by his own confession, he was 
in great part a stranger, he had known better what 
use to make of his retired hours, and had trifled less. 
Ifis lucubrations of this sort, have rather the appear* 
ance of religious dotage, than of any vigorous exer- 
tions towards God. It will be w ell if the publication 
prove not hurtful in its effects, by exposing the best 
cause, already too much despised, to ridicule still 
more profane. On the other side of the same paper, 
I find a}ongstring of aphorisms, and maxims,and rules, 
for the conduct of life, which though they appear 
not with his name, are so much in his manner, with 
the above-mentioned, that I suspect them for his. I 
have not read them all, but several of them 'I read 
that were trivial enough: for the sake of one how^ 
ever I forgive him the rest — be advises pever to ba- 
^nisb hape entirely, because it ijs the cordial of life, 
leiUhough it be the greatest flatterer in the world. 
Such a measure of hope as may not endanger my , 
peace by disappointment I w^ould wish to cherish 
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Upon every subject, in which 1 am itttfefeSted. feiit 
there lies the difficulty-; A Cure howeVer; and the 
only one, fbr all the irfegulariticS; of hbpe arid ffear; 
IS found in submissittft to the will of God; Happjr 
they that have it ! 

This last sentence puts raie iii mind bf ybut re-i 
ference to Blair in his foraier letter^ whom you there 
permitted to be your arbiter to adjust the respective 
claims oi%eho or that. . I do not rashly differ from so 
great a grammarian, nor do at any rate differ from 
him altogether-^upon solemn occasioniSj as in prayei* 
or preaching for instance, I would be strictly correct^ 
and upon stately ones ; for instance were I writing art 
epic poem, I would be so likewisej but not upon fa* 
miliar occasions, God xtho heareth prayer^ is rights 
Hector,wAosaw Patroclus,is right. And the man,/Aa^ 
dresses me every day, is in my mind right also;— — 
because the contrary would give an air of stiffness 
and pedantry to an expression that in respect of the 
matter of it, cannot be too negligently made up. 

Adieu, my dear William ! I have scribbled 
with all my might, which, breakfast- time excepted^ 
has been my employment ever since I rose, and it is 
now past one. Yours, W. C. 
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The second volume of Cowper^s Poi&mB, of 
whose delay in the press he had complained so ifeeL- 
ingly, was now (in Ihe summer of 1785) beginning 
to circulate with extensive rapidity. It not only 
raised him to the summit of poetical reputation, but 
obtained for him a blessing infinitely dearer to bis 
affectionate heart, another female friend^ and lively 
associate, now providentially led to contribute to hi» 
comfort, when the advanced age and infirmities of 
Mrs, Unwin i^ade such an acquisition ofnew^ orra-* 
ther revived, friendship, a matter of infinite import- 
ance 'to the tranquillity and welfare of the seques- 
tered poet* 

The lady, to whom I allude, had the advantage 
^f being nearly related to Cowper, and several of his 
letters, to her have already appeared. Their inter- 
course had been frequent, and endeared, by recipro- 
cal esteem in their early years, but the whirlwinds of 
Mfe had driven them far from the sight of each othen. 
During the poet's long retirement, his fair Cousin 
had passed some years with her husband abroad, and 
others, after her return, in a variety of mournful du- 
ties. She was at this time a widow, and her indelible- 
regard for her poetical relation^ being agreeably in- 
spirited by the publication of his recent works, she 
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wrote to him, on that occasioh, a verf affedtionattf 
letten 

It gave rise to many from him, which I am pari 
ticularly happy in being enabled to make a part of 
this work, because they give a minute account of their 
admirable author at a very intferesting perichi of his 
life ; and becaui^e I persuade myself they will reflect 
peculiar honor on my departed friend, in tarioils 
points of view^ and lead the public, to join with me 
in thinkings tbu£ his letters are rivals to his poems in 
the rare exceHence of representing life and nature 
with graceful and endearing fidelity. 
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tETTBR XCI* - - ' • 

to Lady HESKETH. 

Oct IS, 1785* 
My dear cousiNj 

It lis riO tiew thifag with you 
to give pleasure. But I will venture to say, that you 
do not often give more than you gave me this morn- 
ing. Whfen I came down to breakfast, and found upon 
tlie table a letter ftankedby my Uncle, and when open- 
ing thatfi*ank I found that it contained a letter from 
you, I said within myself—''' This is just as it should 
be. We are all grown young again, and the days that 
I thought I should see no more, are actually re- 
turned/' You perceive therefore, that you judged 
well when you conjectured,that a line from you would 
not be disagreeable to me. It could not be otherwise, 
than as in fact it proved, a most agreeable surprise, 
for I can truly boast of an aflfection for you, that 
neither years, nor interrupted intercourse, have at all 
abated. I need only recollect how much I valued 
you once, and with how much cause, immediately 
to feel a revival of the same value : if that can 
be said to revive, which at the most has only 
Vol. 2. X 
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been dormant for want of employment, but I slander 

it when I say that it has slept. A thousand time» 

have I recollected a thousand scenes, in which our 

twoselves have formed the whole of the drama, with 

the greatest pleasure ; at times too, when I had na 

reason to suppose, that I should ever hear from you 

again« I bavelaughed with you at the Arabian Nights' 

Entertainment, which afforded us, as. you well know , 

a fund of merriment that deserves never to be forgot* 

I have walked with you to Netley Abbey, and have 

scrambled with you over hedges in every directionv 

and many other feats we have performed together^ 

upon the field of my remembrance, and all within 

these few years. Should I say within this twelve^ 

month, I should not transgress the' truth. " The hours, 

that I have spent with you, were among the pleasant^ 

est of my former days, ?ind are therefore chropicled in 

mymind, soileeply as tofeel np erasure. Neitheydo- 

I forget my poor friend. Sir Thomas, I should remem* 

ber him indeed, at any rate, on account of his personat 

kindness to myself, but the last testimony that he 

gave of his regard for you, endears him to me^atill 

more. With his uncommon understanding (for with 

many peculiarities he had more sense than any of hi* 

acquaintance) and with his generous sensibilities, if 
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was hardly possible, that he should not distinguish 
you as he has done. As it was the last, so it was the 
best proof, that he could give, of a judgment that 
never deceived him, when he would allow himself 
leisure to consult it. 

You say that you have often heard of me : that 
puzzles me. I cannot imagine from what quarter, 
but it is no matter. I must tell you, however, my 
Cousin, that your information has been a little defec- 
tive,. That I am happy in my situation is true ; I live 
and have lived these twenty years, with Mrs.Unwin, 
to .whose affectionate care of me, during the far 
greater part of that time, it is, under providence, ow- 
ing, that I live at all. But I do not account myself 
happy in having been for thirteen of those years in 
a state of mind, that has made all that care and atten- 
tion necessary ; an attention, and a care, that have 
injured her health, and which had she not been un* 
commonly supported, must have brought her to the 
grave. But I will pass to another subject ; it would 
be cruel to particularize only to give pain, neither 
would I by any means give a sable hue to the first 
letter of a correspondence so unexpectedly renewed. 
I am delighted with what you tell me of my 
Uncle's good health. To enjoy any measure of' 
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that late day enlivened with the vivacity of youth, is 
much more, and in these postdiluvian times, a racity 
indeed. Happy for the most part are parents, who 
have daughters. Daughters are not apt to outlive 
their natural affections, which a son has generally 
survived, even before his boyish years are expired. I 
rejoice particularly in my Uncle's felicity, who has. 
three female descendants from his little person, who 
leave him nothing to wish for upon that head. 

My dear Cousin, dejection of spirits, which (I 
suppose) may hav,e prevented many a man. from be- 
coming an author, made me one. I tind constant 
employment necessary, and therefore take care to be 
constantly employed. Manual occupations do not 
engage the mind sufficiently, as. I know, by expe- 
rience, having tried many. But composition, espe- 
cially of verse, absorbs it wholly. I write thereforcL. 
generally three hours in a morning, and in an eve^-, 
ing I transcribe. I read also, but less than I write, 
I for I must have bodily exercise, and therefore never 
pass a day without it. 

You ask me where I have been this summer. I 
answer, at OlQey. Should you ask me where I spent 
the last seventeen summers, I should still answer, at 
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J01ney. Aj^e, hnd the wiuters also', I have seldom \eit 
it, and except when I attended my brother in his 
last illness, never Ibelieve a fortnight together. 

Adieu, my beloved Cousin, I shall not always 
•be thus nimble in reply, but shall always have great 
f>leasure in answerifig you when I carL 

Youx$, 

My dear friend, and Cousin, . ^ 



LETTER XCIU 

To the Rev. WILLIAM UNWIN. 

Oct. 22, 1785. 

MY i)EAR WILLIAM, 

You might well suppose, that 
your letter had miscarried^ Uiough in fact it was duly 
received. I am not often so long in arrear, and you 
may assure yourself, that when at any time it tap- 
pens that I am so, neither neglect nor idleness is 
the cause. I have as you well know, a daily occu^' 
pation, forty lines to translate, a task which I nev^r 



Digitized by 



Google 



326 



excuse myself, when it possible to perform it 
Equally sedulous I am in the matter of transcribing, 
so that between both, my morning and evening ar6 
most part completely engaged. Add to this, that 
though my spirits are seldom so bad, but I can write 
, verse, they are often at so low an ebb, as to make the 
production of a letter impossible. So much for a 
trespass, which, called for some apology, but for 
which to apologise further, would be a greater tres- 
pass stilL 
V I am now in the twentieth book of Homer, 

and shall assuredly proceed, because the farther I go, 
the more I find myself justified in the undertaking ; 
and in due time, if I hve, shall assuredly publish. In 
the whole I shall have composed about forty thou- 
sand verses, about which forty thousand verses, I 
shall have taken great pains, on no occasion suffering 
a slovenly line to escape me. I leave you td guess 
therefore, whether such a labour once achieved, I 
shall not determine to turil it to some account, and 
to gain myself profit if I can, if not, at least, some 
^ credit for my reward, 

I perfectly approve of your course with John. 
/ The most entertaining books are best tp begin with, 
1 and none in the world , so far as entertainment is con^ 
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trerned, deserves the preference fo Homer. Neither 
do I know, that there is any whe^-e to he found 
Greek of easier construction. Poetical Greek I mean ; 
and as for prose, I should recommend Xenophon's 
Cyropaedia. That also is a most amusing narrative, 
and ten times easier to understand than .the crabbed 
epigrams, and scribblements of the minor poets, that 
are g^perallj put into the hands of boy^. ; I took 
particular notice of . the neatness of John's Greek 
character, which (let me tell you) deserves, its share 
of commendation ; iov^^ write: the Ist^uag^. j^g^^ly 
is not the lot of every man, wbp can read it Wit- 
ness myself for one. 

I like the little ode of Huntingford's that you 
sent me. In such matters we do not expect much 
jiovelty, or much depdiof thought The expressio^ 
;is aU in allj which to me at least appears to be fault- 
Jessi 

Adieu, my c|ear Willifim ! We are well^ and 
you and yours are. ever the objects of our affection. 
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LETTER XCIIIt 

To Lady HESKETH. 

Olney, Nov. 9, 1785. 

MY DEAREST COUSIN, 

Whose last most ftffectionate 
letter has run in my head ever since I received it, 
and which I now sit down to answer, two days sooner 
than the post will serve me, I thank you for it, and 
with a warmth for which I }t!b sure you will give me 
credit, though I do not spend many words in describ- 
ing it, I do not seek new friends, not being alto- 
gether sure, that I should find them, but have un- 
speakable- pleasure in being still beloved by an old 
one. I hope that now out correspondence has suffisr- 
ed its last interruption, and that we shall go down 
together to the grave, chatting and chirping as mer- 
rily as such a scene of things as this will permit, 

I am happy that my poems have pieced you, 
^y volutne has afforded me no such pleasure at any 
time, either while \ was writing it, or since its pub- 
lication, as I have derivecl from yours, and my Un-, 
pie's opinion of it, I make certain allowances for 
partiality, and for that peculiar quickness of taste, 
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^with which you both vfM&h Hvhftt you like; and a^ 
lall draw-backs, upon thos^ accounts, duly n^ad^, find 
myself rich in the measure of your approbation, that 
«till remains. But above all, I honor John Gilpin, 
since it was he who first encouraged you to write* I 
made him on purpose to laugh at, and he served bm 
purpose well; but I am now in debt to him for a 
m6re valuable acquisition than,aU the laughJEer in the 
wprld amounts to,, the recovery of my injt^coursfe 
.%vith you, which is to me inestimable. My teaevo- 
lent and generous Cousin, when I was onc^, 9sked, 
if I wanted any thing, and given delicately tauiid^r 
stand, that the enquirer was ready to supply all my 
occasions, I thankfully and civilly, but positivefy'dep 
clined the favor. I neither sufier, nor have suffer- 
ed, any such inconveniences as 1 had not much rather 
endure, than come under obligations of that sort ton 
person comparatively with yourself a stranger to me. 
But to youlanswer otherwise. I know you thoroughly^ 
and the libemlity of your disposition, and have that 
consummate confidence in the sincerity of your wish 
to serve me, that delivers me from all-awkward cour 
straint, and fron^ all fear of trespassing by acceptance* 
To^ you, therefore, I reply, yes. Whensoever and 
'Whatsoever^ and in what manner soever you please.; 
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•and add moreover, that my affection for the giver is 
such, as will increase to me tenfold tKe satisfaction 
that I shall have in receiving. It is necessary how«- 
evcr that! should let you a little into the state of my 
finances, that you may not suppose them more nar^ 
rowly circumscribed than they are. Since Mrs.Unwin 
and I have lived at Olney, we have had but one purse, 
although during the whole of that time, till lately, her 
income was nearly double Qiine. Her revenues in- 
deed are. now in some measure reduced, and do not 
.much exceed my own ; the worst consequence of this 
is, that we ^re forced to deny ourselves some things 
which hitherto we have been better able to aflford-, 
biit they are such things as neither life, ribr the welL- 
-being of life depend upon. My own income has 
been .better than it is, but when it was best, it would 
not have enabled me to live as my connexions de- 
manded that I should, had it not been combined with 
a better than itself, at least at this end of the king* 
dom. Of thisi hadfuUproof during three months that 
I spent in lodgings at Huntingdon, in which time by 
the help of good management, and a clear notion of 
econotiiical matters, I contrived to spend the income 
of a twelvemonth. Now, my beloved Cousin, you 
are in. possession of the whole case as it standi. 
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Strain no points to your own inconvenience or hurt, 
for there is no need of it, but indulge yourself in 
^communicating (no matter what) that you can spare 
without missing it, since by so doing you will be 
sure to add to the comforts of ray life one of the 
sweetest that I can enjoy-— a token and proof of 
your affection. . 

In the affair of my next publication, toward 
which you also offer me so kindly your adsistaned, 
there will be no need that you should help ihe in the 
manner that you propose. It will be ;a Targe work, 
consisting I should imagine, of six volumes at'least 
The^welfth of this month I shall have^spelnt a year 
upon it, and it will cost me more than another. I do 
not love the booksellers well enough to make them 
a present of such a labour, but intend to publish by 
jsubscription. Your vote and interest,tny dear Cousin, 
upon the occasion, if you please, but nothing more ! 
I will trouble you withsomepapersof proposals when 
the time shall come, and am sure that you will circu^ 
late as many for me as you can. Now my dear 1 am 
going to tell you a secret. It is a great seicret, that 
you must not whisper even to your cat. No creature 
is at this moment apprized of it but Mrs. Unwin and ^ 
h^r Son. I am making a new translation of Homer, 
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And am on the point oFfinishingth^ ti)eenty first book 
vof the Iliad. The reasons upon which I undertake this ^ 
rHerculean labour, and by \^hich I justify an enter-- - 
prize in which I seem so effectually anticipated by 
Pope, although in fact he has not anticipated me at 
j^U I m^iy possibly give you, if you wish for them, 
when I can find nothing more interesting to say. A 
|>eriod which I do hot conceive to be very near ! I 
,have not answered many things in your letter, lior 
<an do it at present for want of room* I cannot be- 
J&eve but that I should know you, notwithstanding 
All, that time may have done. There is not a feature 
of your face, could I meet it upon the road, by itself, 
that I should hot instantly recollect. 1 should say, 
that is my Cousin's nose, or those are her lips and 
^her chin, and no woman upon earth can claim them 
but herself. As for me, I am a very smart youth o£ 
my jreara. I am not indeed grown grey so much as 
I am grown bald. No matter* There was more hair 
in the world than ever had the honor to belong to 
me. Accordingly having found just enough to curl 
a little at my ears, and to intermix with a little of my 
own, that still hangs beliihd, I appear, if you see me 
in an afternoon, to have a very decent head-dress, 
Jiot easily distinguished from my natural growth,. 
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which being -worn with a small bagy and a black 
ribbon* about my neck, continues to me the charms^ 
of my youth, even on the verge of agc^ Away with, 
the fear of writing too often. 

W. C. 

P. S.-~-That the view I give you of myself 
may be complete I add the two following items—— 
That I am in debt to nobody, and that I grow fat. 



LBTTER XCIT* 

To Lady HESKETH. 

MY DEAREST COUSIX, 

I am glad that 1 always loved 
you as I did* It releases me from any occasion to 
suspect, that my present affection foryoujisind^bt* 
ed for its. existence to any selfish considerations. No.' 
I am sure I lore you disinterestedly, arid for your 
own sake, because I never thought ofyou, with any 
other sensations, than*^ those of the truest aifection, 
even while I was under the persuasion^ that I should 
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tiever hear from yoii again* But with my preisetit 
feelings, superadded to those, that I always had for 
you^ I find it no easy matter to do justice to my sen- 
sations. I perceive myself in a state of tnind, simi- 
lar to thatof thetraveller,described in Pope*sMessiah, 
who as he passes through a sandy desert, starts at the 
sudden and unexpected sound of a waterfalL You 
have placed me in a situation new to me^ and in 
which I feel myself somewhat puzzled how to be- 
have. At the same time I vvould not grieve you, by 
putting a check upon your bounty, I would be as 
careful not to abuse it, as if I were a miser, and the 
question not about.your money, but my own* 

Although I do not suspect that a seoret to you, 
my Cousin,^ is any burthen, yet having maturely con* 
sidered that point, since I wrote my last, I feel my- 
self altogether disposed to release you from the in- 
junction^ to that effect, under which I laid you. I 
](iave mow made such a progress in my translation,that 
I need neither fear that I shall stop short of the end, 
nor that any other rider of Pegasus should overtake 
me* Therefore if at any time it should fall fairly in 
your way, or you should feel yourself invited to say, 
I am so occupied, you have my poetship's free per- 
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tnisfiion/ Dr; Johmson read, and recommended lAy 
first volume. 



LETTER XCV, 

To the Rev. WALTER BAGOT* 

Nov. 9, 1785. 

MY DEAR FRIEKD, 

You desired me to return 
your good brother, the bishop's Charge as soon as I 
conveniently could, and the weather having forbid- 
den us to hppe for the pleasure of seeing yon and 
Mrs, Bagot with you this morning, I return it nbwv 
lest, as you told me, that your stay in this country 
Would be short, you should be gone before it eoilld 
reach you. . > ' 

I wish, as you do, that the Charge in qtiestiobV 
could find its way into all the parsonages in the pa* 
tion. It is so generally applicable, and yet so point-^ 
cdly enforced, that it deserves the most extensive 
spread. I find in it the happiest mixture of spiritual 
authority, the meekness of a Christian^and tJie good*^ 
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SMifn6r» of a gentl^man^ It has cionyin<ied me tfiat 
the poet,, who, like myself, shall take the libwty 
to pay the author of such valuable admonition a 
compliment, shall do at least as much honor fo him- 
self as to his subject. 

Youm, 



,.; ^ LETTER XCVI, 

To the Rev. WILLIAM UNWIN. 

Dec. 24, 17S6. 

MV DEAR FRIEND, ' 

You would have found a 
letter from me at Mr. ■■ ■■* ' ■ ^ s, acciording to your 
assignation, had not the post, setting out two hours 
sooper than the usual time, prevented me. The 
Odyssey that you sent has but one fault, at least but 
one that I have discovered, which is, that I eannot 
read it. The very attempt, if persevered in, would 
soon make me as blind as Homer was himself. I am 
now in the last book of the Iliad, shall be obliged td 
you therefore for a more legible one by the first op- 
portunity. ^ 
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I wrote to Johnson lately, desiring kim to give 
ine advice and information on the subject of propo« 
6als for a subscription, and he desired me in his an- 
swer, dipt to use that mode of publication^ but to 
treat with him, adding, that he could make me such 
offers as (he believed) I should approve. I hav6 
ireplied to his letter, but atide by my first purpose. 

, Having occasion to write to Mr. ■ , concern** 
ing his princely benevolence, exteilded this year also 
to the poor of Olhey, I put in a good word for my 
poor self likewise, and have received a very obliging 
and encouraging answer; He promised me six names 
in particular, that (he says) will do me no discredit, 
and expressed a wish to be served with papers as 
soon as they shall be printed. 

t meet with encoiiragemeht from all quarters, 
Such as I find need of indeed in an enterprise of such 
length and moment, but such as at the same time 1 
find effectual. Homer is not a fioet to be trianslated 
tinder the disadvantage of doubts and dejection. 

Let me sing the praises of the desks which--*' 
has sent me. In general it is as elegant as possible. 
In particular it is of cedar, beautifully lacquered. 
When put together, it assumes the form of a hand* 
some small chest, and contains all sorts of accom- 
Vol- ?. Y 
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lAod^tionS; it is ififaid with ivory, artd sifenres the 
purpose of a reading desk. 

Your affectionate 



L£TT£E XCVII. 

To JOSEPH HILL, Esq. 

Dec. 24, mS. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

'Till I had made such a pro- 
gress in my present undertaking, as to put it out of 
alj doubt, that, if I lived, I should proceed in, and 
finish it, I kept the matter to.myself. It would have 
done me little honor to have told my friends, that 
I had an arduous enterprize in hand, if afterwards, 1 
must have told, them, that I had dropped it. Know- 
ing jt to have been universally the opinion of the li- 
terati, ever since they have allowed themselves to 
consider tiie matter coolly, that a Translation, pro- 
perly sp called, of Homer, is, notwithstanding what 
Pope has done, a desideratum in the English lan- 
guage: it struck me that an attempt to supply the 
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deficiency would be an honorable one, arid having 
made myself, in former years, somewhat critically a 
master of the original, I was by this double conside- 
ration induced to make the' attempt myself. lam 
now translating into blank verse the last book of 
the Iliad, and mean to publish by subscription. 



LETTER XCVIII. 

To the Rev. WILLIAM UNWIN. 

Dec. 31, 1785. 

MY DEAR WILLIAM, 

You have learned from my last 
that I am now conducting myself upon the plan that 
you recommended to me in the summer. But since { 
wrote it, I have made still farther advances in my n6- 
^ociation with Johnson. The proposals are adjusted. 
The proof-sheet has been printed off, corrected, and 
returned. They will be sent abroad as soon ^ I 
make up a complete list oi the persoifiges afd per- 
sons, tp whom I would have th^xa sent; which i^i a 
few days, 1 hope to be able to accomplish. Johnson 

Y2 
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behaves very well, at least, according to my coir* 
ception. of the matter, and seems sensible that I 
dealt liberally with him« He wishes me to be a gain* 
cr by my labours, in his own words, " to put some- 
thing handsome into my pocket,'* and recommends 
two large quartos^ for the whole. He would not (he 
•ays) by any means, advise an extravagant priice^and 
has fixed it at three .guineas ; the half, as usual, to> 
be paid at the time of subscribing, the remainder 
on delivery. Five hundred names (he adds) at tiii^ 
price, will put above a thousand' pounds inta my 
purse. I am doing my best to obtain them. Mr.. 
Newton is warm in my service, and can do not a lit- 
tle. I have of course written to Mr. Bagot ; whoy 
when he was here, with much earnestness and affec- 
tion, intreated me so to do^ as soon as I could have ' 
settled the conditions. If I could get Sir Richard 
Sutton's address, I would write to him also, though 
I have been but once, in his company, since I left 
Westminster, where he and I read the Iliad, and 
Odyssey through together. I enclose Lord Dart- 
mouth's answer to my application, which I will get 
you to shew to Lady Hesketh, because it will please 
her. I shall be glad if you can make an opportunity 
to call on her, during your present stay in town. 
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Tou observe therefore, that I am not wanting to my» 
•self. He that is so, has ho just claim on the assist- 
ance of others, neither shall myself have cause to 
complain of me in other respects. I thank yon for 
your friendly hints, and percautions, and shall not 
fail to give them the guidance of my pen. I respect 
tlie public, and I respect myself, and had rather want 
bread than expose myself wantonly to tbe condem- 
nation of either. I hate the affectation, so frequently 
found in authors, of negligence and slovenly slight- 
ness, and in the present case, am sensible, how neces- 
sary it is to shun them, when I undertate the vast and 
invidious labour of doing be ttjer than Pope has done 
tefore me. I thank you, for all that you have said 
and done in my cause, and before-hand for all, that 
you shall say and do hereafter. I am sure, that there 
will be no deficiency on your part. In partictilSr I 
thank you for taking such jealous care of my honor, 
and respectability, when the man you mention ap- 
plied for samples of my translation. When I deal in 
wine, cloth, or cheese, I will give samples, but of 
verse never. No consideration would have induced 
tne to comply with the gentleman's demand, unless 
he co.uld havje assured me, that his wife had longed. 
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I have frequently thought with pleasure of the- 
summer that you have had in your heart, while yxm 
have been employed in softening the severity of 
winter, in behalf of so many, who must otherwise 
have been exposed to it. I wish, that you could.make 
a general gaol-delivery, leaving only those behind, 
who cannot elsewhere be so properly disposed of. 
You never said a better thing in your life, than, when 

you assured Mr. of the expedience of a gift 

of bedding to the poor of Olney. There is no one 
article of this world's comforts, with which, ^ FalstafF 
says, they are so heinously unprovided. When a.poor 
woman, and an honest one, whom we know well, 
carried home two pair of blankets, a pair for herself 
and husband, and a pair for her six children; as.sQon 
as the children saw them, they jumped out of their * 
straw, caught them in their arms, kissed them, blessed 
them, and danced for joy. An old woman, a very 
old one, the. first night that she found herself so 
comfortably covered, could not sleep a wink, being 
kept awake by the contrary emotions, of transport 
on the one hand, and the fear of not being thankful 
enough on the o^her. 

It justoccurs to me, to say, that this manuscript 
pf mine will be ready for the press, as I hope, by the 
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end of Februfjcy. I shall have finished the Iliad in 
^botit ten days, and shall proceed immediately to 
t|ie r^visal of the whole. You must, if possible, come 
4^wn to Olney, if it be only that you may take cha]:;g^Q 
of its safe delivery to Johnson. For if l?y any acci- 
dent it shpiild be lost, I am iindpne-^fhe fifst copy 
bieing l)¥t f^ lean Cfi^i^^terpart of the second. 

limK Motb^ jowf; wijth me in love and good* 
l^ji«l^fls,.ojF.^fyery kind, to you, and ^llyoujs. , 

Adieu, 

.' . . •./ W.C. 



. • - "* 



LEfTER XCIX. 

ToLadyHESKETH. 

Jan. lOs 1786. 

, Jt gave me great pleasure 

4hatypu found my friendUnwin, what I was sure you 
jvouV) find him, a most agreeable man. I did not 
uAea him in with the jnarrowTbones and cleavers of 
^igh-sounding panegyric, both because I was certain 
^h^t whatsoeyer merit he had, your discernment 
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would mark it, and because it is possible to do a rnai^ 
material injury, by making his praise his harbinger, 
It is easy to raise expectation to such a pitch, that 
the reality, be it ev6r so excellent, must necessarily 
^U below it. 

I hold myself much indebted to Mr. — r— , of 
whom I have the first information from yourself, both 
for his friendly disposition towards me, and for the 
manner in which he marks the defects in my volume. 
An author must be tender indeed to wince on being 
touched so gently. It is undoubtedly as he siays, an4 
as you and my Uncle say, you cannot bp sdl mis- 
taken, neither is it at all probabje that any of yoi; 
should be so. I take it for granted therefore, that 
there are ipequalities in the composition, apd I dq 
assure yo\i my dear, most faithfully, that if it 8houl4 
reach a secpnd edition, I will spare po paipia to im? 
prove it. It may serve me for an agreeable amuse* 
ment, perhaps, when Homer shajl be gone, and done 
with. The first edition of poems has generally beeq 
susceptible of improvement. Pope, I bdieye, never 
published One in his life that did not un^er|;o varia* 
tions, and his longest pieces 'many. I will only obi 
serve, that inequalities there must be always, and in 
pvery work of length. There are level parts of every 
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fiubject, parts which we cannot with propriety attempt 
to elevate. They are by nature humble, and can only 
be made to assume an awkward and uncouth appear^o 
ance by l^ing mounted. But again I take it foe 
granted, that this remark does not aply to the mat»* 
ter of your objection. You were sufficiently aware 
of it before, and have no need that I should suggest 
as BXi apology, could it have served that office, but 
lypuld have made it for me yourself. In 'truth, my 
dear, had you -known in what anguish of mind i 
wrote the whole of that poem, and under what per- 
petual interruptions from a caiise, that has since 
been removed, so that sometimesi had notan oppor<- 
tu ni ty of writing mqre than three lines at a sitting, you 
would long since have wondered as much as I do 
myself, that it turned put any thing better than 
jGrub-^street.'; 

My Cousin, give yourself no trouble to find 
put any of the magi to scrutinize my Homer, I can 
do without them; and if I were not conscious that I 
have no need of tlieir help, I would be the first to 
pall for it. Assure ypurself that I intend to be care* 
ful to the utmost line of all possible caution, both 
ivith respect tp language apd versi^cation, I wjll 
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not flead a vene to the press, that shall mt hme tiQ# 
dergone die strictest examinatiQii.: - . . . 

A subscription is surely on eyeQr iuecouat thfJ 
most, eligible mode of publication. When I db«U 
have emptied the purses of: my fri^ids, «nd of tbeic 
Mends, into my owo^ I am still &ee to leyy cOol^^* 
jbutions upon the world at large, exkd \ ^hall thi^ hive 
t fiind to d^&ay the expenoe^. of; a new e^tii^n. I 
hare ordered Johason to print. t})e prop^susnls imme- 
diately, qnd:hope,.that tlv?y wijl kiljB ycuijr hands her 
ibre the week ifi es^pired. ^ 

I have had the kin<ibest letter fix>a> Jo^phuK 
that I ever. had. ..He ifteotiw?d wy pwpofiie to ou^ 
of the Masterswof Eton, who replied, t^a^ ^^ such ^ 
viroik is much wanted/' 
* ' • . - ..* .i ' * ' 

Affectionately yours, 

W.C. 
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LETTER C. 

To the Rev, WILUAM UNWIN. ' 

Jan. 14, 1786. 



H^. 0EA11 WILtilAW, ' 

;, : ; I am glad .that y cm ha¥€^ifeen 

I^dy IJe$kethi 1 ku^w tliat ypujwould ind her-eii?^ . 
tfaiog'that isfuapiable and degaqt Else< b^i^g niy 
r^atiiop, I would nfeverbav?t«hewn her toyou, Sbei 
also was deligbted with her visiter, apd enpfi^f^ th0 
greatest pleasure ui seeing* you ^gain; btit is under 
some apprdbeftsions, tlisA a tender riegard for the 
drum of your ^r; may keep you fpoiai rhefr^ r ^eter 
mimij Yqu have t^o driims^ andaf shii tfaodid crack ' 
both, I will buy you a trumpet. 

Ganecal Cowper ha^ng miich pressed me to^ 
accompany my proposals with a specimen, I have sent 
him <Wie, It is -taken from the twenty-^urth book 
of thfeiliad, 'and is part of the irfteiS^iew between 
Priam and Achitieis. Tell me, if it b0 possible for 
any man to telLmei — why did Homer leave oflF^t the , 

burial of Hector ? Is it possible, that he could be 
determined to it by a conceit, soUttle worthy tff him, 
as that, having tliade the numb<£a: of his books com- 
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pktely the alphabetical number, he would not for 
the joke's sake, proceed any farther > Why did he 
not give us the death of Achilles^ and the destruc- 
tion of Troy ? Tell me also, if the critics, with Aris- 
totleat their head, have not found, that he left off ex- 
actly where he should, and that every epi^s poem to 
all generations, is bound to conclude with the burial 
of Hector > I do not the least doubt it. Therefpre, 
if I livie to write a dozen epic poems, Iwill always 
take care to bury Hector, and to bring ali matters at 
that point to aii immediate conclusion ' • -y-' 
Ni I had a truly kind letter from Mr. -^ - ■ , 

written imp[iediately on his recovery from tjie fever. 
I am bound to honor James's powder, not ovAy for 
the services it has often rendeired to myself^ but still 
more, for having been the means of preserving a life 
ten times mcnre valuable to society, than mine is ever 
likely to be. 

You say -^^*' ^hy should I .trouble you with 

^ my troubles Y* I answer— »" Why not ? What is a 

'^friend good for, if we maynot lay one end of the 

" sack upon his shouldprs, while we ourselves carry 

*^ the other?'' 

You see your duty to God, and your duty vto 
yonx neighbour; and you practise botb,with your best 
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ability. Yet it certain person- accounts you blind. I 
woiild that all the world were so blind even as you 
are» But there are some in it,- who like the Chinese, 
say— '^ We have two eyes ; and other nations havf 
but one!*' I am glad however^ that in your one eye 
you have sight enough to discover, that such cen- 
sures are not worth minding. 

I thank you heartily for every step you take in 
the advancement of my present purpose* 

Contrive to pay Lady H. a long visit, for she 
has a thousand things to say. 

Yours, my dear William, 



LETTER CI. , 

To the Rev. WALTER BAG€VT. 

Jan. 15, 17S6. 

MY DEAR FRIEND, 

I have just time to give 
you an hasty line to explain to you the delay that tfae 
publicationof my proposals has unexpectedly ea-- 



Digitized by 



Google 



55a 

iountered, end at which, I suppose, that yoU have 
been somewhat surprised, 

1 havfe a nekr relation in London, and a warm 
friertdin General Cowper: he is also a person as able 
B^ willing to Tender toe material service. I lately 
made him acquainted with my design of sending into 
the world a new Translation of Hoitiei', and told him 
that my papers would soon attend him. He soon 
after desired that I would annex to them a specimen 
of the work. To this I at first objected for reasons 
that need not be enumerated here, but at last acced- 
ed to his advice ; and, accordidgly, the day before 
yesterday I sent him a specimen. It consists of one 
hundred and seven lines, and is taken from the inter- 
view between Priam and Achilles in the last book. I 
chose to extract from the latter end of the poem, and 
as near to the close of it as possible, that 1 might en- 
courage a hope in the readers of it, that if they found 
it in some degree worthy of their approbation they 
would find the former parts of the work not less so. 
For if a writer flags any where, it must be when he 
is near the end. 

My subscribers will helve an option given them 
in thie proposals respecting the jprioe. My pi^edc- 
oessor in the samfe business was hot quite so mode- 
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rate. - r - YoU mdy say |)erhaps (at least if 
your kindness for me did not prevent it, you would 
be ready to say) " It is well— but do you place your- 
self on a level with Pope ?" 1 answer, or rather /^ 
should! answer — " By no means— not as a poet; but 
as a translator of Homer, if I did not expect and be- 
lieve that I should even surpass him, why have I 
meddled with this matter at all ? If I confess inferi- 
ority, I mprobate my own undertakings V 

Whei^ I can hear of the rest of the bishops that 
they preach and liveee yoiir brother doesj will think 
more resfpectftilly of them than I fe^l inclined to do 
at present. . They may be learned, and I know thf^ 
some of them are, but your brother, learned as he is 
has other more powerful recommendations. Persuade 
him to publish his poetry^ and I promise you, that he 
shall find as warm and sincere an admi^r in me is& 
in any man that lives. 

. , Yours my dear friend, 

Very affectiohately,' 

W.G. 
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to the Rev. WALTER BAGOT. 

Jan. 23, 1786^ 

^Y DEAR AND FAITHFUL FRIEND^ 

^1^ • # # • 

# # * #'- # 

The paragraph, that I am now b'egmniAg; wiU 
contain information of a kind,that I am not vcfry fond 
of communicating, and on a subject, that I am not 
very fond of writing about. Only to you I will opea 
my budget without reserve, because I know, that in 
what concerns my authorshipyou take an interest, that 
demands my confidence,and will be pleased with every 
occurrence,that is at all propitious to my endeavours* 
Lady Hesketh, who had she as many mouths.as Vir- 
girsFame,with a tongue in each,would employ them 
all in my service, writes me word, that Dn Maty of 
theMuseum, has read my Task. I cannot even to you 
relate what he says of it, though, when I began this 
story, I thought I had courage enough to tell it 
boldly. He designs however to give his opinion of 
it in his next Monthly Review, and being informed 
that I was about to finish a translation of Homer,ask- 
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edher Ladyship's leave to mention the circumstance 
on that occasion. This incident pleases me the more, 
because I have authentic intelligence of his being a 
Critical character, in all its forms, acute, sour, and 
blunt^ and so incorruptible virithal, and so unsuscep- 
tible of bias from undue motives, thiat, as my corres- 
pondent informs me, he would not praise his own 
Mother, did he r-.7t think she deserved it. 

The said Task is likewise gone to Oxford, con- 
veyed thither by an intimate friend of Dr. -— ^, with 
a purpose of putting it into his hands. My friend^ 
what will they do with me at Oxford ? Will they 
burn me at Carfax, or will they anathematize me with 
bell, boo^, and candle? I can say, with more truth, 
than Ovid did — Faroe nee irvoideo. 

The said Dr. — - has been heard to say, and 
I give you his own words, (stop both your ears while 
I utter them) " that Homer has never been translated, 
and that Pope was a fool.'* Very irreverend language 
to be sure, •but in consideration of the subject on 
which he used them, we will pardon it, even in a 
dean. One of the masters of Eton told a friend of 
mine lately, that a translation of Homer is much 
wanted, Sonow you have all my news. ♦ * 

. Yours, my dear friend, cordially, W. C, 
Vol.. 2. Z 
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LETTER CHI. 

To Lady HESKETH. 

Olney^Jan. 31,!7B6: 

It is very pleasant, my dearest 
Cousin, to receive a present, so delicately conveye3r 
as that which I received so lately from Anonymous; 
tlut it is^ also very painful to have nobody to thank for 
it, I find myself therefore driven by stress of neces- 
sity to the following resolutions, viz. that I will con- 
stitute you my Thanks-receiver-general, for what- 
soever gift I shall receive hereafter, as well as'forthose 
that I have already received from a nameless bene- 
factor. I therefore thank you, my Cousin, for a most 
Elegant present, including the most elegant conipli- 
ihent that ever poet was honoured with ; for a sniiff- 
t)Ox of tortoise-shell, with a beautiful landscape on the- 
lid of it, glazed with chrystal, having the figures of 
three hares in the fore-ground, and inscribed above 
with these words, ThePeasUnfsNest — ^and below with 
these— -T/Tz^i Puss^ and Bess. For all and every of 
these, I thank you, and also for standing proxy on 
this occasion^ Nor must I forget to thank you that si> 
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soon after I had sent you the first letter of Anony- 
mous, I received another in the same hand.-~There ! 
Now I am a little easier* 

I have almost conceived a design to send up 
half a dozen stout country fellow^ to tie by the leg 
to their respective bed-posts the company, that 66 
abridges your opportunity of writing to me* Yout 
letters are the joy of my heart, and I cannot endure 
to be robbed, by I ktiow not whom, of half my trea- 
sure. But there is no comfort without a dfawbacti 
and therefore it is, that I, who have unknown friend^^ 
have unknown enemies silso. Ever since I wrote last, 
I find myself in better health, and my nocturnal 
spasms and fever considerably abated. I intend t6 
write to Dr. Kerr on Thursday, that I may gratify hiiii 
With an account of my amendment: for to him I know, 
that it will be a gratification. Were he not a physii 
ti^tt, I should regret'that he lives so distant, for he is 
a ioaost agreeable man ; but being what he is, it w6ul(i 
be iiiipossiMe tbhave his company, even if he wefcf 
a neighbour, unless'^iri time of sickness, at whiclf 
fime' whatever charms he might have hiiriiself, my bw^ 
mtist neti^^'sarily' lose nluch '6f thei]?. effect on him: ^ 
'• When Iwtitetoyou, my dear, what I havdai-* 
ready related ia the Geiiet^at, I am always MvfiA kii 

Z2 
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I shottrd tell you that for news with which you a«si* 
well acquainted. For once however I will venture. 
—On Wednesday last I received from Johnson the 
MS. copy of aspecimen that I had sent to thf Gene- 
ral, and inclosed in the same cover Notes upon it by 
^an unknown critic Jolmaon, in a short lettei-^ re- 
commended him to me. as a man of unqjtiesJbionabLB 
learning and abihty. On perusal and considerabiom 
of his remarks, I fbundhim such, and having nothing 
sa mtich at heart as to give all possible security to 
yourself and the General, that my work shadl not 
come forth unfinished, I answered Johnson that I 
would gladly submit my MiS. to his friend.. He is in 
]l;ruth, a very clever fellow, perfectly a stranger, to me^ 
and one who I promise you willnot spare foF severity 
of animadversion where he shall find occasion. It is- 
imp9ssible,,for you, my dearest Cousin, to express a 
wish thati do not^qually feela wistto gratify. You 
are desirous.that Maty should see a book of my Ho- 
mer,.andfor that reason„if M^ty will see ,abook; of it; 
be sh^l be. welcome,, although tinue Is likely to be 
precious, and consequently any delay, that is not ab- 
solutely necessary, as much as possible to be avoided* 
I am now revising the Iliad. It is a business that will 
cost me four months, perhaps five ;. &>v I compare tl^ 
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very words as J go, and if much alteration should o«- 
cur, must transcribe the whole. The first hook 1 haTe 
-almost transcribed already. To these five months 
Johnson says, that irine naore must be added for print- 
ing, and upon my own experience, I will venture to 
^assure you, that the tardiness of priaters will niake 
those nine months twdve^ Tiiene is danger thei^fote 
that my subscribers»may think, that I makejth^m wait 
too long, and that jtbey who know me riot, may sus* 
pect a bubble. How glad shall I :be to read it over ia 
an evening, book by book, as fast as I settle the copy^ 
to you, and to Mr^. UnwipJ She jias beein my 
touchstonealways, and without reference to her taste, 
and judgment^ I have printed nothing. With one 
of you at each elbow I should, tliink myself the hap- 
piest of ^H poets. 

The General and I, baying broken the ice, are 
^ipon the most comfortable terms of correspondence. 
He writes very affectionately to me, and I Jsay eveiy 
thing to him, tjiat comes «uppenuclst. I could not 
write frequently to any creature living, upon any 
other terms than those. He tells jne of infirmitios 
that he has, which make him less acti\re than be was. 
I am §o.iTy to hear that he has any such. AIa§ ! Ala«f i 
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he was young wbep I Sfaw bim, only twenty year^ 
ago. , 

I hne Ihe mp$t affectionate lett^ in^ioab^ 
•ftom Colman, who writes tp ijie Uk^ 8^ brother. The 
Chancellor is yet dumb. 

May Godbaye you in hip keeping, my beloved 

Cousin.^ ' . - 

Farewell, 

. W.C. 



(.ETTEil CIV. 

To Lady HESKETH. 

piney, Feb. ^, 1786. 

MY DEAREST COUSIN^ 

I have been impatient to tell 
you, that I am impatient to see you again. Mrs, 
^Unwin partakes with me in all my feelings upon this 
subject, and longs also to see you. I should have 
told you so by the last post, but have been so com- 
pletely occupied by this tormenting specimen, that 
it was impossible to do it. I sent the General a letter 
pn Monday, that would distress and alarm him ; J 
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isent him another yesrtefday^ that wiU<» Ihope, quiet 
him i^in« ' Johnson has apologised very civilly fixt 
the multitude of his friend's strictures ; and his friend 
kas promised to confine himself, in future; to a com- 
parison of me with the original, so that (I doubt not) 
we shall jog on merrily together. And now, my dear, 
let me tell you once more, that your kindness in 
promising us a visit has charmed us both. I shall 
©ee you again. I shall hear your voice. We shall take 
walks together. I will shew you my prospects, the 
hovel, the. alcove, the Ouse, and its banks, every 
thing that I have described. I anticipate the pleasure 
of those days not very far distant, and feel a part of 
it at this moment. Talk not of an inn ! Mention it not 
for your life ! We have never had so many visiters 
hut we could easily acconlmodate them all ; though 
We have received Unwin, and his wife, and his sister^ 
and his son all at once. My dear, I will not let you h 
come till the end of May, or beginning of June, be-^ 
cause, before that time, my green-house will not be 
ready to receive us, and it is the only pleasant room 
belonging to us. When the plants go out, we go in. 
I linfe it with mats, and spread the floor with mats ; 
Md there you shall sit, with a bed of mignionette at 
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your side, and a hedge of honey-suckles, roses, and 
jasmine ; |and I will make you a bouquet of myrtle 
everyday. Sooner than the time I mention thecoun* 
try will not be in complete beauty. And I will teU 
you what you shall find at your first entsance. Im^ 
primis, as soon as you have entered the vestibule^ if 
you cast a look on either side of ypu, you shall see 
pn the right hand a box of my making. It is the box, 
in which h^ve been Iqdged all my l^ares, and ipi whicb 
lodges Puss at prei^ent. But he, ppor fellpw, is woip 
put with age,^ and promises^ tp die b^forp you can see 
him. On the right hand, stands a cupbpai-d) theworli 
pf the same author ; it was once a dpve-cage, but I 
transformed it. Opposite to ypu stands a table, which 
I also m^^de. But, a i^erciless servant haying s<:rubbed 
it, until it became paralytic, it serves no purpose now 
but of ornament ; and all my clean shoes stand under 
it. Qn the left hand, at the fiurtber epd of (his su? 
perb vestibule, you will find the door of the parlour^ 
into which I will cpnduct you, and where I will in* 
produce you to Mrs. Unwin, unless we shoi^^d mee^ 
her befqre, apd where we will be a§ happy, a^ the 
day i? long. Ordef yqurgelf, my Coupin, tp thf 
Swan at Newport, and there you shall find me. ready . 
fo conduct you to Olney, 
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My dear, I have told Hoiner what you say about 
(casks and urns, and have asked him, whiether he is 
9ure that it is a cask in which Jupiter keeps his wine. 
H^e 3weaT9 that it is a cask, and that it will never be 
lany thing b^^tter than a cask to eternity. Sp if the 
{Grod i9 content with it, we pipi^t even wonder at 
^i9 taste, apd be so too. 

Adieu ! my dearest, dearest Cousin, 

W.C. 



LETTER Cy. 

To Lady HESKETH. 

piney, Feb, 11,1786. 

IdY PEAREST COUSIN, 

It must be (I suppose) a 
fortnight or thereabout, since I wrote last, I feel my- 
self so alert and so ready to write again. Be that as 
it may, here I come. We talk of nobody but you. 
What we will do with you when we get you, where 
you shall walk, where you shall sleep, in short every 
thing that bears the remotest relation to your wellr 
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iieiBg at Olney, occupies all <Air talking liine) which 
|6 aJl^ that 1 do not spend at Troy. 

I have every reason for writing to you as often 
as I can, but I have a particular reason for doing it 
pow. I want to tell you, that by the Dihgence on 
Wednesday i^xt, I mean to send you a quii^ of my 
Homer for Maty's perusal. It will contain the first 
book, and as much of the second as brings m to the 
catalogue of the ships, and is every morsel of the re^ 
vised copy that I have transcribed. My dearest Cour 
sin, read it yourself, let the General read it, do what 
you please with it, so that it reach Johnson in due 
time. But let Maty be the only Critic that has any 
thing to do with it. The vexation, the perplexity, 
that attends a multiplicity of criticisms by various 
hands, many of which are sure to be futile, many of 
them ill-founded, and some of them contradictory to 
others, is inconceivable, except by the author, whose 
yUfated work happens to be the subject of them, This 
also appears to me selfrcvident, that if a work have 
past imder the review of one man of taste and learn- 
ing, aijd lulve had the gpod fortune to please him, his 
jtpprob^ition gives aecilrity for that of all others qua? 
lifi^ like' himself. 1 spfeak thus, my dear, after hav- 
P?g iust escaped from such a storn^ of trouble, occas* 
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: sioned by endless remarks, hin ts^ suggestions, and ob? 
jections, a$ drove me almost to despair, and to the 
very verge of a resolution to.drop my undertaking 
for ever. With infinite difiicaUy I at last sifted tHe 
ehaff from the wheat, availed myself of tvhat ap- 
peared ^o me to be just, and rejected, the resr, but 
not till the labour and anxiety had nearly undone all 
that Kerr had been doing for mie. My beloved Cou- 
sin, trust me for it, as you safely may, that temper, 
vanity, and self-importance, had nothing to do in all 
this distress that I suffered. It was merely the effect 
of an alarm that I could not help taking, when I com- 
pared the gre^t trouble I had with a few lines only, 
thus handled, with that which Iforesaw such handling 
of the whole must necessarily give, me. I felt before- 
hand that my constitution would not bear it. I shall 
send up this second specimen in a box, that I have 
had made on purpose ; and when Maty has done with 
the copy, and you have done with it yourself, then 
you must return it in said box to my iranslatorship. 
Though Johnson* s friend has teased mesadly, I verily 
believe, that I shall have no more such cause to com- 
plain of him. We now understand one another, an<} 
I firmly believe, that I might have g6ne the worl(| 
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.|:brottgh before I had found hi3 equal in an accurate 
jap.d familiar acquaintance yfith this original. 

A letter to Mr. Urban in the last Gentleman's 
Magazine, of which Vs book is the subject, pleases 
pae more than any thing I have seen in the way of 
eulogium yet. I ha^e no ^uess of the author. 

I do not wish to cemind the Chancellor of his 
promise. Ask you why, my Cousin ? Because I 
l^uppo^e ijk would be impossible, ^e has no doubt 
forgotten it jentirely^ ™(} iiirould be obliged to take 
my word for the truth of it, which I oojuld pot hear. 
We drank tea together with Mrs. C— -e, and bar 
Sifter, iTjL King-street, Bloomsbury, and there was 
the promise mad,e. I said— 7-" Thurlow, I am no- 
. *' body, and shall be always nobody, and you will 
" be Chancellor. You shall prpyide |6r me when 
5« you are."' He $miled^ and replied, ** I surely will/* 
" These ladie^/' saiji I, " are witnesses.'* He sti^ 
smiled, and said-r^" Let theip be so, for I will certainly 
jdo it." But alas ! twenty-four years have passed since 
the day of the date thereof; and to mention it now 
would be to upbraid him with inattention to his 
plighted troth. Neither do I suppose, that he cou VI 
jeasily serve such a creature as I am, if he would. 

Adij^u, whom I love entirely^ W-C. 
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\ LETTER CVr. 

To Lady HESKETri. 

Olney, Feb. 19, 1785, 

MY DEAREST COUSIN, 

« Since so it must be, so it shall 

be. * If you will not sleep und^r the roof of a friend, 
may you never sleep under the roof of an enemy ! Aa 
enemy however you will not presently find. Mrs. 
Unwin bids me mention her affectionately, and tell 
you, that she willingly gives up a part, for the sake 
pf the rest, willingly; at least, as £Etr as willingly maj^ 
consist with some reluctance : I feel my reluctance 
too. Our design was that you should have slept in 
the room that serves me for a study, and its having 
been occupied by you, would have been an additional 
rectwnmendation of it to me. But all reluctances 
are superseded by the thought of seeing you ; and be- 
cause we have nothing so much at heart, as the wish 
to se^ you happy and comfortable^ we are desirous 
therefore to accommodate you to your own mind^ 
and not to ours. Mrs. Unwin has already secured 
for you an apartment, or rather two, just such as W€^ 
^uld wish. The house in which you will find them» 
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is within thirty yards of our own, and opposite to it. 
The whole affair is thus commodiously adjusted ; and 
now I have nothing to do but to wish for JUii ; and 
June, liiy Cbosin, trasnever so wished for, since June 
was made. I shall have a thousand things to hear, and 
a thousand to say, and they will all rush into my 
inind together^ till it will be so crowded, with things 
impatient to be said, that for some time I shall toy 
nothing* tiut no matter — sooner or later they will 
all come out ; and since we shall have you the longer 
for not having you under our owii roof, (a circum- 
stance, that, more than any thing, reconciles us to 
that measure) they will stand the better chance. 
After so long a separatioil, a separation, that of late 
seemed likely to last for life, we shall meet each 
other as alive from the dead ; and for my own part, I 
can truly say, that I have not a friend in the other 
world, whose resurrection would give me greatei 
pleasure. 

I am truly happy, my dear, in having pleased 
you with what you have seen of my Homer. I wish 
that all English readers had your unsophisticated, or 
rather unadulterated taste, and could relish simplicity 
like you. But I am well aware, that in this respect 
lam under a disadvantage, and that many, especiall; 
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many ladies, missing rnaiiy turns and prettinesses of 
expression, thatt^ey have admired in Pope, will ac- 
count my translation in those particulars defective. 
But I comfort myself with the thought, that in reali- 
ty it is no defect, on the contrary that the want of 
all such embellishments a;s do not belong to the ori- 
ginal will be one of its principal merits with persons 
indeed capable of relishing Homer- He is the best 
f)oet that ever lived for many reasons, but for none 
more than for that majestic plainness that distin- 
guishes him from all others. As an accomplished per- 
son moves gracefully without thinking of it, in like 
manner the dignity of Homer seems to cost him nof 
labourMt was natural to him tosay great things, and 
to say them well, and little ornaments were beneath 
his n6tice. If Maty, my dearest Cousin, should re- 
turn to you my copy with any such strictnres as may 
itiake it necessary for me to see it again, before it 
goes to Johnson, in that case you shall send it to me, 
otherwise to Johnson immediately ; for he whites 
me word, he wishes his friend to go to work upon 
it as soon as possible. When you come, my dear, we 
will hang all these critics together. For they have 
worried me without remorse or conscience. At least 
one of theni has. I had actuallv murdered more than 
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ance with his requisitions, but plucked up mj cou- 
rage at last, and in the very last opportunity that I 
had, recovered them to life again by restoring the 
original reading. At the same time F readily confess 
that the specimen is the better for all this discipline 
its author has undergone, but then it has been more 
indebted for its improvement to that pointed accu- 
racy of examination, to which I was myself excited, 
than to any proposed amendments from Mr; Critic ( 
jfor as sure as you are my Cousin, whom I long to 
see at Olney, so surely would he have done me irre- 
parable mischief, if I would have given him leave- 
My friend B^ot writes to me in a liiost 
friendly strain, and calls Toudly upon me for original 
poetry. When I shall have done with Homer, pro- 
bably he will not call in vain. Having found the 
prime feather of a swan on the banks of the smug and 
silv^ Twenty he keeps it for me. 

Adieu, dear Cousin, 

W.C. 

I am sorry that the General has such indiflTerent 
health. He must not die. I can by no means spare 
a person so kind to me. 
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to the Rer* WALTER BAGW)T* 

Olney, Feb. 27, 4786. 

/ Alas ! Alai4 ! my dear, 

d^ar friend, may God himself comfort you ! I will 
not be so absurd as to attempt it. By the close of 
your letter it should se^m thai iii this hour of great 
trial he withholds not his consolations from you. I 
know by experience, that tfeey are neither few nor 
small ; and though I feel for you as I never felt for 
man before, yet do I sincerely rejoice ih this, that 
\rhereas there is but one true comforter in the uni« 
yerse^ under afflictions such as yours, you both know 
j[iim,and know where to seek him* I thought you ,» 
man the most happily mated, that I had ever seen, 
and had great pleasure in your felicity. Pardon me» 
if now I fe^l a wish, that, short as my acquaintance 
with liier was, I had never seen her. I should have 
iQpurned with you, but not as I do now. Mrs.Unwijpi 
sygapathijze9 with yo^. also iffiipst sincerely, and yo|i 
, neither ar^, nor will be soon forgotten in such pray. 
ers as we can make at Olney. I will not detain yoa 
Vol. 2. A a 
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longer now, my poor afSklad friend, than to Goer-' 
mit you to the tender mercy of God, and to bid yot* 
a sorrowful lididU If 



Adieu !: 

Ever yours, 



W •» W'«» 



tETTER CVTir. 

T© La4y HESKETH . 

01ney,/MarcU6,,17S6. 

. Your oj^iftionbas^ mor6^ 
weight with w^ tRan that of a}l the critfcs in the 
world ; and, to give you a proof of it,. I make you a; 
Concession, thaft t would hardly have made to tkefii 
^U united. I do not indeed absolutely covenant^ pro^ 
•mil^, and ^ee, tSiat I will discard all my disioiis^ 
Jtnaf I hereby lyind myself to dismissal ma;i^ of themr 
^, without sacrificiag energy to sound, I can. It is^ 
Encumbent upon me in the mean time to say sQOtfBk 
mmg in justification of the few>, that I shall tetmr 
^'tiiatl mayiiot se^tn^a poet mounted rather dtt airafe 
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thc^ c» Pegfy^^s. In the first pljwe, 77^, id a b'arba* t\ . 
mm. We are indebted for it to the Celtrf, oif 
Ibfe Goths, or to the Saxond, or perhaps tp them all. 
In the two be$t languagea that ever were spoken, the 
Qte%]ij^Xid the Latini therein iv<>9iiQUar incumbrance 
«f expresi^ion to be found. S^eo^diy^ TJw p^rpetuaj 
u6e of it ID oar Ismguage, is to us miiaer^bJe poeta, at** 
leaded with two great inconveniences. Ow yert$ 
consisting only of ten syllables, it trot U9fi*equent)y 
happens that a fifth part of a li^e i^ to b? e^gro^994 
and necessarily too, unless elision prevents it, by v 
this abominable intruder, and* which is wors? in my 
(iCQ6unt, open vowels are continually th^^ .qQ«»«r 
iquenc c f The element-- — J7f^ m, &€. Thirdly, 
The French whp are equally with the English 
chargeable with barbarisin ip tbJIs particular, dis- 
Jpose of their Le and their La without ceremony, 
«nd always take care, that they shall be absorbed bQt|i 
^in verse and in prose in the vowel, that iipm^iatdy 
follows them, fourthly, and I believe Jastly, (^njl 
fot your sake I wish it may prove so) the pract^qisof 
cutting short The is warraated by Milton, who pf ^11 . 
.English poets that ever liv^d, hsid cer^ipjy tb? finest 
.eju*. J)r- Wartqn jndeed h^ 4^red tp say, ^l^t he))^ 
n b^d qn§, for wj^if h he ^leserve?, t» f^^SPh<;4 ^9- 

A A 2* . 
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merit can deserve it, toldse bis own. I thought I hadK 
done, but there is a •fifthly behind ; and it is this^ 
That the custom of abbreviating The^ belongs to the 
style,- in which, in my advertisement annexed to the 
specimen, \ pr6fes»^to-wnte; The use of that style 
would hdve warranted me in the practice of mucb 
greater liberty of this sort, than I ever intended to 
take: In perfect consistence with that style, I might 
sayiF th' tempest, T th? door-way.» &c, which how- 
ever I would »not» allow myself ;to do,. because I was 
Aware that it would be objected to, and withreasoni 
*But it seems to • me for the causes above said, that 
when I shorten The^ before a' vowel, or before mhi as 
io the line you toentioDi, 

'" Than th* whole broad Hellespont in all its parts/' * 

my licence is not equally exceptionable, because Wy^ 
though he rank, as a consonant, in the word whole^ is 
not allowed to announce himself to the ear ; and H, 
is an aspirate. But as I said at the beginning, so say 
I still, I am most willing to conform mj^self to your 
' very sensible observation, that it is necessary, if we 
would please, to consult the taste of our own day; 
neither would I have pelted youipaydearestCousift^ 
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with any f^t of this ^xilcy. of gQ(^^ea»c^i|i[«f,^ha4.J; 
not designed them as an answer to tfapse^i^^^tions^^ 
which you say, you have heaid ^vfk others.,; But t 
only mention them. Thc^i^gh satisfactory tQinyself^ 
I wave them, and wiU allow i:0 Thfi Jiiswholedimep-rr 
sipns, whensoever it can be done* H 
, Thou only critic of jaay verse that is^to be found 
in all the earth, ivhora I love, what shall I ^y in an- 
swer to your own objection to that passage, . 

" Softly he placisd bis hanft 
^''On.th'old man's band^ and :pushed^it<ge]itly away.'' . 

I can say neither more nor less than this, that when 
) our dear friend, the General, sent me his opinion on 
the specimen, quoting those very/words from it, he 
added : ^'With this part I was particularly pleased : 
there is nothing in poetry more descriptive/' Such 
werebis very words, TastCy mydear, isvarious, there 
is nothing so various, and even between persons of 
the best taste, there are diversities of opinion on the 
same^ subject, for which it is not possible i^to account* 
So much for these matters. 

You advise me to consult the General, atid.to 
rconfide in him. I follow your advice^ and have done 
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hitn the boife of my Kathet, ^ fest as I should fitateh 
^h^mtoff; I ^hkll b^ ^lad 6f his remarkl^, ind more 
glad thatt ctf any thing, to do that whith I hope may 
bfe agreeidite td Him. t^fey will 6f course pasd into 
your hands before they are sent tb Jt)htti6on. The 
^uire that I ^ent, is now it) the hand$ of Johnson's^ 
friend: I intended to hare told you in toy last, but 
forgot it, that Johnsbn behaves veiy hahdsomely in 
the affair of my two volumes. He acts with a liber-; 
ality not dften fouqd in' persons of his occupation, 
and to Ynention it, when occasion ^alls me tp % is a 
justice due to him. 

I am very much pleasecl with Mr, Stanley*^ 
letter-r-^~sevcral compltpents^ were paid pa^, iJpthe 
Bubjeict of that first volume, by ihy own fii^mfo^ but 
I dofKlt rebcdlect that I e^^er kne^ th^o|)inioa <rfa 
•tarahgfer about it beforei whether faVomible or b.<iier? 
wis* : 1 only heard by aside wind, that it wW very 
^ucfa read tn Scotland^and more than here. 

Farewell, raiy deareait Cousin , w4n>m we expect j 
0f whom we tallc continually, and ^hod w^ <3^?! 
tinually long for, 



Digitized by 



Google 



17J 



' YcMf tnrxioat' wikdies ftnr tBt^lmimm diolifbl ^ 
tte, adcl jmi m^roit piniDeA, Hqr denr, Abldt I. iM^f 
4dl the M»l>i(|oii on thewbjdot^tdifltjroii: QM w^4lt 
Aefeel. tfi^mth^ admin laywAlMtru' loft /X 

astonislied aft bis beauties. { am fi>r vsrer finarasA 
with the4:rai3€lation «f kkift, ^and i hwe x^ceymdii 
thousand encoumgemeiits. 'I^iese are aU &^ ttany ^^ 
llappy omem that, I bqpe^ ahall 4^ T^i^fied by iivi 
-eveat. 



To «be Biw. WILLIAM UNiFiN. 

1 seem to l>e aboirt to 
write to you, but I foresee that it wiU not be tt let- 
ter, but a scrap that JL shall send you. I could tell 
you things, that, knowing how much you interest 
youjrself in my success, I am sure would please you, 
but every moment of my leisure is necessarily spent 
3dL Troy- I am revising my translation, and bestow*. 
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|iig <m it mem labour than erf; fint*. At th« repeated 
e<)licitation of General Cowper, who had doubtless 
itrefragable reason on hisside^ I have put my book 
into the hands of the most extraesdinary cdtic that I 
have ever heard of. He is a Swids ; has an accurate 
knowledge of £nglirii, . and for his knowledge of 
Homer, has, I verily believe, po fjsUpw. Jpbnsop 
recommended hm to n\^^ I am tp send him the 
quires ds fast as I finish them off, and the first is no^ 
in his h^nds, I have the conifort tp he able' to tell 
you, that he is very much pleased with what he ha^ 
seen, Jojinson wrote to pi^ latply on purposie to tell 
me so. Things having taken t\ns tu|m, I fear that I 
must beg a release from my engagement to put the 
MS. into your hands. I am bound to print as soon a^ 
three hundred shall have subscribed, and conse? 
quently have not an hour to spare. 

People generally love to go where they are ad- 
mired, yet Lady Hesketh complains of not haying 
seep you. / - 



Yours, 



W.C, 
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To JOSEPH HILL, Esq, 

April 6, 1786, 

I did, as you suppose, be^ 
^tow ail possible consideration op the subject of an 
apology for my Homerjcan undertaking. T turned 
the matter about in my mind an hundred different 
ways, and in every way, in which it would present 
itself, found it an impracticable business. It is im- 
possible for me, with what delicacy soever I may ma- 
nage it, to state the objections that lie against Pope's 
translation, without incurring odium, and the impur 
tation of arrogance ; foreseeing this danger, I choose 
^o say nothing. . , 

;■ w.c. . 

p. S.-i— -You may well wonder at my courage 
who havQ undertaken a work of such' enormoiis 
length. You would wonder more if you knew that 
I translated the whole Iliad with no other help th^n ^ 
a Glavis. But I have since equipped myself better 
for. this immense journey, and am revising the work 
)n company with a good commentator. 
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To Lady HESKETJJ. 

Olney, April 17, 1786, 

ItfY DEAR'EST COUSIN, 

If you will not quote Solomon^ 
piy disarest Cousin, I wilL He says^ andasbeauti*^ 
fully as truly™-" Hope -defi^rred fuaketh the heart 
jsick, but when the desire cometh^ it is a tree of life I" 
I feel how much reason he had on his side when be 
made this obseryatioji, aiid am inyself si^k^your 
fortnight's d^lay. 

♦ * : ♦ # # ' » 

The vicarage was built by Lord JDartmouih, and 
• wras not finished till sonje time after we arrived at 
OJnqr» consequently it is inew. It is-a smart stone 
lMi^4iiiS weU sashed, by much too gOQd ^ the lir. 
ing, bat just what I sho^M wi^ for you* It j»esi» as 
jM[ justly concluded from my premses, a ^sudePt 
imt n&w calculated &r me than ornameet It is 
j^qwae^ and well walled, but has m^^tlK&r arbour, npr 
stlcove, nor other shfuie, ^a^oept the ishadow «rf ri»e 
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Ikoiige. But v^e hAVt t^^ gaidens, which are yours, 
Between your mansionr apd ours is interposed nothing 
but an orchard, into which a door opening out of 
pur gar^en^ affords us the easiest communicatipii 
imaginabl^, will saye the rouiid about by the town^ 
au<) make both houses one. Your chamber-windows 
Jook over the river-, and ovet the meadows, to a vil- 
lage GaUed^Emberton,and coitomand the whole length 
jrf n Jong bridge, described by ^ Certain poet, toge- 
ther with a view of the road at a distance. Should 
you wis^h for books At Olney, you must bribg them 
with you, of you willivish an vain, for I have none 
but the work^ of a certain poet, Cowper, of whom 
perhaps you have heard, and they are as yet but two 
volumes. They may multiply hereafter, but at pre- 
jpent they are no more. 

You are the fis^t person for whom I have heard 
Mr$. Unwin express such feelings as^he does for you. 
She is not ptofiise in professions, nor forward lo enter 
into treaties of friendship with new faces, tut when 
her friendship is onte ^ng!aged, it may be confided 
in, even unto death. She loves you already, and 
how much more, will she love you, before this 
fime twielve-nionth ! 1 have indeed endeavoured to 
destribe you to her, but perfectly asf rbave you by 
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^eaft, I am sensible that my. picture catrnfft dp you 
justice. I never saw one that did. Be you .^hat you 
mays you are much beloved, and wili.besoatOlney^ 
apd Mrs. U. expects you, with.the pl^aaure,tbat one 
feels at the return^ a long abseiM:, d^ar relation i; 
that is to 4say« w4th a pleasure sucbi fis vAmt. She, 
H^nds yau Jier warmest affectiQPH. ! 

On Friday, I received a letter frcnai deaf Aiio* 
nymous, apprising me of a parctel, that the coach 
iprouJd bring ine -^n Sunday. Who is. there in the 
world that has, or thinks he has, reason to love me to 
the degree that he does? But it is no matter. He 
chooses to be unkaown, aad his choice is, and eyei: 
shall be, so sacred to me, that if his name Jay on the 
table before me reversed, I would jiot turn the paper 
about that I might read it. Much as it would grati- 
fy me to thank him, I would turn my eyes away from 
the forbidden discovery. I long to assure him that 
those same eyes, concerning which he expresses such 
Uind apprehensions, lest they should suffer by this 
laborious undertaking, ate as well as 1 could expect 
them to be; if I w.ere never to touch either book or 
pen. Subject to weakness, and occasional slight ^in- 
flammations, it is probable that they will always be^ 
t>ut I panno); remember the time when they enjoyed 
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Mnj thing so like an exemption from those infirmi- 
ties as at present. One would almost suppose, that 
realdhigHbmer were the best ophthalmia in the world. 
I should be happy to remove his solicittide on the 
«ubject, but it is a* pleasure that he will not let me 
5enjoy. Well then, I will be content without it; and 
so content, that though 1 beKeve ypu my dear, to be 
jn full possession of all this mystery, you shall nerer 
frnow me, while you livq, either directly, or by hints 
€)f any sort,, iattempt to extort, or to, steal the secret 
from you . 1 shouM think myself as justly puni9hable 
^s the Bethshemites, for looking into the ark, whick 
tjiey were not allowed to touch. 

I have riot sent for Kerr^, f&r Kerr can do* no- 
thing but send me to- Bath, and- to Bath I cannot go 
for a thousand reasons. The summer will set me up- 
again ; I grow fat every day, and shall be as big as, 
Gog or Magog, or both put together, before yoa 
eome. 

I difi actually lire three years.with Mr. Chap- 
man, a solicitor, that is to say, I slept three years ia 
his bouse, but I lived, th^t is to say,^^! spent my days* 
in South6mpton-Row, as you very well remember.. 
There was I, and the fdtuJe Lord Chancellor, con- 
stantly employed from morping to »ight in giggliDg^ 
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at4 iSMkil^ fPggl^i i«9i:ead of studyiijg the jat^; OH 
fteb Couaiai hi>w cduW yott do feo ? I ani pleasecj 
\ir ith Lord Thiirtow^e inijuiri^ about me • If hfe takesF 
kintO'thftt iniroitabU h^ni of bU, k^ may make a 
ipan <>f me y*t^ I could love him heartily j^ if he 
would d^^rve it at my hands. That I did so QQce i^ 
certain* The Duchess of * Mn ,., u ^ who in the world 
f^t b^rmoing? But if all the duchesses in thi^ 
world were spinnings like so many whirligigs, for 
my ben^t^ I would not stop them- < It is a iiobl<e 
thingf to \^ A poet> it ma^es all the world so.liVely> 
I a^ghthF^vepr^^x^h^d mitre sermons than even TSl* 
lotson did, and bettcur^ and th^ world would hare 
h^^Q 9tiljl fmt asieep^ b# a volume of veme is a 
£d^^ thiai; puts the uQiyerse iu; motion >. 

Yoursi 

My dear friend, and Cousin^ 

w. C^ 
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To Lady HESKETHr 

Giney, April 24, 1786; 

Yottr letters arc so Qitrcli my 
eottifcTt, that 1 often tremble, lest'by any accident I 
should be disappointed ? arid the more because you 
bave been^ more than bnce, so engaged in comjmny 
on the writing day, that I have bad a narrow escape^ 
Let tne gi^ you a piece of good connsel, my Gou-' 
sin ; Follow my laudable exanofple^ write when yoi* 
can, take Timer's forelock in one hand^ and a pen ia 
the other, and so make sure of your opportunity^ 
•It is weH for me tliat you write faster than any body, 
and more in an hour, than other people in two, else 
I know not what would* become of me. When 
J read your letters^ I hear you: talk, and^ I love 
'talking letters dearly, especially ftom you. Welf !' 
thetniddle of June will not be alw^s a thousand 
years off,- and when it cemes I shall hear you, and* 
tee yoUr too, and shaft nOt care a farthing then if you 
r do not touch a pen* in a month. By the way, you 
:mw% Qi^^r Mnd me^ or britig me »eme mere paper, 
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for before the moon 44iaU have ferfoftn^ a f^ w itcir& 
revolutions, I shall not have a scrap teft, and tedrou^ 
revolutions they are jii8l[now,i thiat in certain. 

I give you leave to be as peremptory a$ yoil 
please, especially at a distance ; but when you say 
that you are a Cowper, (and the better it is for fh^ 
Cow'pers that such you are, and I give them joy of 
you, with all my heart) you must not forget, that I 
boast, myself aCotvper too, and have my humours, 
and fancies, and purposes, and determinations, as 
well ^ 43thers of my naqie, and hold them as fast a^ 
they can. Tou indeed tell me how often I shall 4sree 
you when you come* A pretty story truly.- I am 
an he. Cowper, my dear, and claim the privileges that 
belong to my noble sex. But these matters shsdl 
be settled as my Cousin Agsonemnon used to say^ 
at a more convenient time. 

I shair rejoice to see the letter yoU promise me, 
for though I met with a morsel of praise last week, 
I do not know that the week current is likely to pro- 
duce me any, and having lately been pretty muoh pam- 
pered with that diet, I expect to find myself rather 
hungry by the time when your next letter shall ar- 
rive. It will therefore be very opportune. The 
morsel, above alluded to, came from— .whom 'do you 



Digitized by 



Google 



385 

think ? Fro m ■ ■ , but she desires that her au- 
thorship may be a secret. And in my answer, I pro- 
mised not to divulge it, except to you. It is a pretty 
topy of verses^. neatly written, and welL turned, and 
when you come, you shall see them. I intend to keep 
all pretty things to myself till then, that they may 
lierve me as a bait' to lure you hither more effectually. 

The last letter that I had from-^ , I received so 

many years since^ that it seemi^ as if it had reached^ 
ine a good while before I was born. 

1 was grieved at the heart that the General 
could not come, and that illness was in part the cause 
that hindered him. I have sent him by his express 
desire, a new edition of the first book, and half the 
second. He would not suffer me to send it to you, 
iny dear, lest you should post it away to Maty at 
once. He did not give that reason, but, being shrewdy . 

I found it. • 

The grass begins to grow, and 'the leaves to 

bud, and every thing is preparing to be beautiful, 
against you come. 

Adieu, 



•( 
Vol. 2. B » 
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» • . ' 

You etiquire 6f our ^alks," 1 pefceitrft, M 
v^efl & oiiir rides, fhey jrre b^atatiAiI. ' You etiqui» 
also c6ncerhing a CeftaL YdiS hslV^ tW6 celkrtt. Oh ? 
what years have passed shlce We te(3fc th^vskm^ 
>talks, ahi drank out of tfie saMfe battle 1 bill; si (eW 
ihofe Weeks ahd thehT 



tfitttlL txtii. 

ToLkdyKESKETH; 

OlHey^MagrS, l^§ft 

- I did not at ail doubt thaH 

your tenderness for my feelings had inclined you to 
suppress in your letters to me the intelligence; coiv 
etans§ Mafy'd oritiqpie, tkdt ycft resiebed ih& from 
afadifaer <|^^^^ When I wrote to you I 1^ nof 
learned it from the General, but fr<»n my firi^ddBtrll^ 
who only knew it by hear-say. The next post brought 
me the news of it from the first-mentioned^ and the 
criti^e itself inclosed. Together with it came also 
a squib discharged against irie in the Public Adverti- 
2ier. ThiB General'is letter found me in one of my 
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Mo§t finelf^icholy moods, and tny spirits did hot rise 
ion the tefceipt of it* The letter indeed thatjie had' 
cut from the news-paper gave me little pain, both be- 
cause it <5ontaihed nothing formidable, though Writ- 
ten with malevolence enough, arid because a natne- 

4 

less author can have no more weight with his readers 
than the reason which he has on his side can give 
him. But Maty's animadversions hurt me more. In 
part they appeared to me unjust, and in part ill- 
liatured, and yet the man himself being an oracle in 
everybody's account, I apprehended that he had done 
me much mischief. Why he says that the translation 
IS far from exact, is best known to himself. For I 
know it to be as exact as is compatible witlupoetry; 
fHid prose translat\pns of Homer are not wanted, the 
world has one already. But I will hot fill my letter . 
to you with hyper-cnticisms, I will only add an ex- 
tract from a letter of Colman's, that I received last 
Friday, and will then dismiss the subject. It came 
accompanied by a copy of the specimen which he 

himself had amended, and with so much taste and 

« 

^ candour that it channed me. He says as follows: . 
" One copy I have returned, with some re- 
marks prompted by my zeal for your success, not, 
^ Heaven knows, by arrogance or impertinence. I 

■^ ® 2 Digitized by Google 
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.idow na other way at once so plain, andsOfi^rt,.of 
delivering my thoughts on the specimen of your 
translation, which on the whole I admire exceedingly, 
thinking it breathes the spirit, and conveys the man* 
jier of the original ; though having here neither Ho* 
mer, nor Ppp^'s^ Homer, I cannot spea]^ precisely of 
particular lines or expressions, or compare your blank 
verse with his rhynae, except by declaring that I think 
hlank verse infinitely more congqnial to the magni- 
^cent simplicity of Homer's hexameters, than the 
confined couplets, and the jingle of rhyme." ■ 

His amendoijents ^re chiefly bestowed on the 
lines encumbered with elision:^) and I will just take 
this opportunity to tell yoii, my deaE,because I know 
you to be as much interested in what I write as my.- 
self, that some of the most oifensLve of those ejiisfo^s 
were occasioned by mere criticism. * I wias^fkidy 
hunted into them, by vexatious objections made 
without end, by •— — , and his friend, and altered, 
and altered, till at last I did not care how t altered* 
Many thanks for >■ - ' s verses, which deserve just 
the character you give of them. They are neat and 
easy— but I would mumble her well, if I could get 
at her, for allowing herself to suppose for a moment, 
that I praised the Chancellor, witha yiew to emolib* 
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inent. I wrote those stanzas merely fov my ovrti a- 
miisement, and they slept in a darl: closet, years 
' after I composed them ; not in the least designed 
for publi<^ation. But when Johnson had printed 
off the longer pieces, of which the first volume 
principally consists, he wrote me word that he want- 
ed yet two thousand lines, to swell it to a proper 
size. On that occasion, it was that I collected every 
scrap of verse that I could find, and that among the 
the rest. None of the smaller poems had been in- 
troduced, or had been published at all, with my 
name, but for this rieoessity. 

Just as I )vrote the last word, I was called down 
to Dr. Kerr, who came to pay me a voluntary visit. 
Were I sick; his cheerful and friendly manner would 
almost restore me. Air and exercise are his theme; 
tfaem he recommends as the be^t physic for me, and 
ip all weathers. Come therefore, my <Jear, -and take 
a little of this good physic with me, for you will find 
itbenefiicial as WeU as I ; come and assist Mrs. Un win 
in the re-establishmentofyourCousin's health. Air 
and (exercise, and she and you (pgether^ will ihake 
me a perfect Samson. Yoa will have a good house 
over your head, comfortable apartments, obliging 
neighbours, gx>od roads, a pleasant country, asnl ia 
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us your con9titnt€om(mt^on$^ tw^ trlio will loveyoiu 
noddo^rebdy^love you idearly, and with, all our 
hearts. If you are in any danger of trouble, it is fit>m 
myselfi if tny fits of dejiectlan seite me; and as often 
as they do, you will be gtjteved for me; but perhafis 
by your asi^istance I shall be ablq to resist thfem better* 
If there is a ciBature under Heaven, from whose^oo^ 
operations^ with Mrs. Unwin, I can reasonably ex* 
pect such a blessing, that creature is yourself. I was 
not without such attacks when I lived m l«oadott| 
though, at that tin^e, they were less oppressively biit 
in your company I was. never unhappy a whole<iti^^ 
in all my life. ; 

Of how much importance is an autho)r to him* 
lelf ! { return (x> thtit abominable s^oitnen s^in, 
just to notice Maty's impatient censufeof t)iei*ep6« 
tition, that you mention, I mean of the word hmA 
In the original there is not a fi^petitidB of it. Bnt 
to repeat a word in tbatmtemer, and on audi an ckh 
e&sioh, ia by no means, what he Calls tti, a molkm in; 
rentiQki. In Homer I could isfaewhiin many michi 
and in Virgil the^^ aboultd. Cobnan, wbe, iu'lria 
judgiiient of cksstcal matter^, is inferior toii<Mie, says^ 
♦* I4tnm not why Maiy vbjeci% to this ^Kfteiskn'- - 1 
couldeasily chanfeit. But, that!aie«tanditfrg4htiSi| 
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■. ■ ' One eFeniflg ^ift WP^, Ml^ Un will f#4 1 ^Pflft 

.f9ia4 flpife ifl%it^K««P»*«0' tp ptjfs. FiwW ^e 

lor newer wPJgWisiirt. If yoM, jay C9»pmif»eiipi?9t»«> 
well provided for as y^i^iu ar-e^ ^d 9t ^iff v«iy e.ljboKgrt 
I vmily Ix^ie^re jl slfwl4 ^^'^ wu^ter^ ^H 9^ rheto* 
Tic tfi r^pcKpwfAd it to you. Y oju ;aaig^ hs^^e ^ f<^ 
ey^ ^itljioutd«Wgf riQif ^ee^nvejj.t, wbere^ yow jE»9p- 
j^ppio^pf t^.vj<»iif?g!f 4epefldf oi* ^e life oi tjif.e 
^mr, wba » eigb^'-«¥«. T^e e#vi|'0)>s pre mmt 
}m»ti%iU wd tiJie villjag? Its4i qn4<)ii^^ Pfettj^ I 
»y«r 8^. J^^ ^ $)adi^ y<>» jvwW #J»F iwmediig;^ 
W<»JVIr.Ti¥o4»Ba^rt®si\pief#p«-|fr<3«mdi wb^seyau 
wo«W fto* wiJ yft«»r jrfipp^ er^p in wuitsr, A most 
^fort^qate miati^Ke w»^m»i^ b^.tbat. geiiAisamk'» 
bailiff m bl»«b9e8«e. Justbfefore beleft WesloftlRist 
jr^EMT.for the winter, he gave him ^<hb to «ttt abort 
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"the tops of the flowering shrubs, that lined a serpen* 
tine walk in a delightful grove, celebrated by my poet- 
ship in a little piece, that (you remember) was called 
the Shrubbery. The dunce, misapprehending the 
order, cut down and faggotted up the whole grove, 
leaving neither tree, bush, nor twig; nothing but 
stumps about as high as my ankle. Mrs. T. told u$ 

* that she never saw her husband so angry in his life, 
I judge indeed by his physiognomy, which has great 
sweetness in it, that he is very little addicted to that 

* infernal passion . But, had he cudgelled the man for 

* his cruel blunder, and thjp havoc made in consequence 
of it, I could have excused him. 

I felt myself really conceraedfbr the Chanc^- 
tor's illness, and from whatHearned of it, both from 
the papers, and from General Cowpcjr, concluded 
that he must*die. lam accordingly delighted jn the 
HArne proportion with the nei;^s of his recovery. May 
Jie live, and live to be still the support of Govern- 
ment! If it shall be his good pleasure to render me 
pejsonally any material service, I have no objection 
to it. But Heaven knows, that it is impossible for 
any living wight fo bestow less thought on that sub- 
ject than myself,-r.May God be ever with you, my 
t)eio»dCQum! . W. C, 
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i:.£TT£R cxrv. 

To Ladjr HESKETH- 

Plney^May 15,1786^ 

* T^Y DEAREST GOUSIlSr, 

From this very morning J 
begin tb date the last month of our long sepamtion, 
and confidently and most comfortably hope, that be. 
fore the fifteenth of June shall present itself, we shall 
have seen each other. I§ ifnot so ? And will' it not 
be one of the most extraordinary eras of my extra^ 
ordinary life > A year ago, we neither correspond- 
ed, nor expected to meet in this world. But this 
world lis a scene of marvellous events, many of theni 
more marvellous than fiction itself would dare to 
hazard ;and (blessed be* God!) they are not all of the 
distressing kind. Now and then in the course of ai| 
existence, whose hue is for the most part sable, a 
day turns lap, that makes amends for many sighs and 
many subjects of complaint. Such adayahalll ae-» 
pount the day of your arrival at Olney, 

Wherefore is it, (canst thou tell me ?) that to^ 
gether with all those delightful sensations, to which 
t;he sight of alonj^ absent dear friend gives Wrth, there 



Digitized by 



Google 



\ 



m 

k a mixture of sojuethiilg pMiftil, flutteringSy «id^ 
tumults, and I Jcnow not what accompaniments of 
our pleasure, tfaert are in Bict perfi^ctly foreign from 
the occasion ? Such I feel, when I think of our meet- 
ing, and such^ I suppose, feel you ; and the nearer the 
erisis approaches, the more X am i^epfihle of them^ 
I know, beforehand, that they will incres^e with every 
tur« of the wheels, tb?it shall cooyey ipj? xq N^wpof t^ 
when I shall set out tomee^tyou^ »od that wh^eii w^ 
actually tfieet, the plen^ure, and ttiis nns^«Qunt^W 
pain together, will be » much » 1 9baU be able 1» 
support, I am utterly at a loss for the caii^e^ ap^ 
can only reaolve it into that appoiiitm^t, by w^jt^i 
H has beibn fore-ordained, tligt all buo^M deljgb^ 
jfthall be qualified and mij^led with their ooiHir«riesi» 
For there is nothing formidable tn yon. To ipe # 
least there is iiotbing such, no, »o|; even in your mo- 
iiaees, unless whe» you threaten me tp wf ite ao more. 
Nay, I verily believe, did I npt know you tob^ whav* 
you Met, and had lisss affection for you than { baw^ I 
jthpvUb^ve fewer of these^«iptipn^fX)f^^ wxnM 

have none, if J could <b#lp it» ]^ a fig fpr jt\if^ . 
all • l^etus jpepolv^ to>cQmbat wijth} m^ t^ ^nquer 
them. They are dxeams. They ar« illusions cif ii)fi 
judgment. 3pme enemy, that batep fi^ hapj^inesai»f 
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)u«BB^aiv kinfl, oad is ev^ iiMi«9trious to^hit, work* 
theiB m 1I& ; and tbeir being so peHbctly uoiewoiMbk 
ns they are i$aproof €(f it. Notbiog, th^tissych, ^m bt 
the work -of a good agent This I know fax^by^exipcaif 
en/GBi that, like all other iUiistdoa, they exist only bj 
foic^of imag!]!iiBtkm,.tqreiiidebted fordieirpretraleDce 
tfifthe absence of tiieir object, and in a few momertim 
after its appearance cease. So then this iaa settled 
pointy a^d. the case stands thu«* You wiU tremUe 
as you dww near %o Newport^ and so stmU I. Sut 
we will both recoUeet, that there is nori^asofi why 
we shouid, and this recollection ivilU ^ l^st, have 
fiome httle^efiect in our fiatvor. We will likewise 
both tdke the conafort of what we know to be tme<r 
that the tumult will soon cease, and the pleasui^ long 
Mrvi^e tbe pain, evt^ as loeg, I trust, as we oiir*^ 
#elves ahaUcsartive it. 

What you say of Maty giv^es me \all 43he cqnso^' 
latioB thbt you intended. We bf^h ^ink it highly 
ftfobaiUe that you susg^t the trae<:aui(e.<)f hisidii^ 
pleasure, when yo^ wppose him maMifiod al n^l 
^viog had a part of the tianalal^OB iarid ibefore^ibattt 
eve thB spectmra wisis pxibUshed. The Gmmni was 
yery mi^hburt, a»d;ealls bis^eensures h^iEfsb and mtt 
9e9Q»Diuihfe« Hj^ liket^e amt t^ea (^nscdatoiylel^ 
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ter oA the oecagien» in wliich he took the kkdesl 
latins to heal the wound, that (he'suppbsed) I migtit 
iiaTe ituffered. I am not naturally insensible, and the 
€ien«ifoili}ies that I had by nature, have been wondeN 
Ailly enhanced by a loing series of shocks, ^iven to a 
frame of ngerves that was never v^ athletic. I feel 
accordingly, whether painful or pleasant, in the es« 
^reme, am easily elevated, and easily cast down. The 
frown of a critic freezes my poetical powers, and dis< 
courages me, to a degree, that makes me ashamed of 
tiiy own w^kness. Yet I presently recover my coji' 
fidence again . The half of what you so kindly say 
tnyouriast, would atany time restore my spirits, and; 
being staid by you, is infiallible, I am not ashamed to 
confessy that having commence^ an author, I am most 
abundantly desirous to succeed as such. I have 
(xchat perhaps you little suspect meqf) in my nature 
an infinite share cf ambition. But with jt, I have 
^t the same time, as you well know, an eqiial share of 
diffidence. To this combination of opposite qualities 
It has; been owing, that till lately, I stole through 
life without undertaking-any things yet always wish* 
ing to distinguish myself^ At last I ventured, ven- 
tured too in the only path that, at so late a perjod, 
5ra9 yet^pen (omie, and am determined, if jGod hav^ 
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tK)t<^tenaiheA,othGj;Wifle; to wdrkiio^ w^ay ithrott^ 
the obscurity, thathaH been so long my portion, into 
notice. Every thing, thef€£>re, tbat seems to threa-r 
ten this my. favorite purpose with disappointmentt 
afiects^ me nearly. I suppose that all iunbitious minds 
are in the same predicament. He whp seeiks distiiDef* 
tion must be sensible of disapprobation, es:actly.in the 
same proportion as he desires applause. And now, my 
precious Cousin, I have unfolded my heart to you in 
tbisparticular, without a speck of dissimulation. Some 
people, and good people too, would blame me.. Eut 
you will not ; and they (L think) would blame with- 
out just cause. We certainly do not honor God, when 
we bury, or when we neglect to imfurove, ashlar as wc 
may, whatever talent he may hare bestowed on us', 
whether it be little or much . In natural things, as well 
as in spiritual, it is a never-failing truths that to him,. ' 
who bath^ (that is to him that occupies what be hath 
diligently and so as to increase it) mor^ shall, be 
given. Set me down therefore, my dear, for an iur 
dustrious rhymer, so long as I shall have theabiHty^ 
For in this only way is it possible for me, so fer as I: 
can see, either to honcw: God, or to serve man, op 
even to serve myself. 

i rejoiceto hear that Mr. ThrQckmortQ* JB^iahes 
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td ke on a mote iMtimate ibotibg. I am dhy, sh4 hii§* 
pect that he id hot rerf mtich otherwise, and the 
cofisequeMe ha« beertf, tihat #c teve ttiotoally Wtehed 
m acquaintance withotrt being able to ac<5otnpIi«h it. 
Blesdings on you ft>r tfee hint, that you drop'^ on 
the strbject <:* the house atWeston ! For the bnrthen 
tiy^tny .sotig fe^— -" Since we have met once again, 
kt us n^Wt he separated, as we have been, more/' 

W.C. 



X«£XT£R CXV* 

to the Eev. WALTER B AGOT- 

V Oinejr, May'20, 1786. 

Mir BEAR FRlif^n, 

About three weeks since I met your 
Sister Chester at Mr. Throckmorton*s, and from her 
learned that you are at Blithfield, anJ in health* 
Upon the encouragement df this informattion it is tba^ 
1 write now ; I should not otherwise have known 
with certainty where to fihd you, or have been equally 
free from the fear of unseasonable intrusion. .May God 
be with you, my friend, and give you a just measure 
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•f 8u1^itd«$i<;ni to hi» win, kfaie itM»f efl^ttsd of* aO #e« 
metres for t^e levtts of this diattging sierie. I dmht 
i^ot thait he hsts gtantedyott this UesdiiJ^ idt^ady^ a|id 
toay he still eontintie it ! , 

'ifow t will t^fk a Rttle abinit ittysrelf, F* ^-t 
*epf mysdf; livings in thi^ tfSrrArufri aftgulo^ what can 
I have to talk abdut ? Iri a i^cene <it petittt tMliqtlH^ 
tity, and the profoiindedt sii^tice, 1 am kiekiflg ap thd^ 
dust t)f heroic iiarratiVe, aiid besidghig Troy again. I 
told you, that thad almost finished the translation of 
the Iliad, and I verily thought so. Bat I Vf^ never 
more niistaken. By the time, wh^^n I hadwached the 
end of the poem, the firs* book 6f my versibn was *. 
twelveiftonth old. When 1 came fo coiidid^t it after 
having laid it by so long, it did not satisfy tfie. 1 stgt 
inyself to mend it, and I did so. But still it appeared 
to n>e improveahle, and that nothing would so (fififec-^ 
tually secure that point, as to give the whole bcofe a 
new translation. WTfh the escceptioh of vety few 
lines I have so done, and Wa» never intny life so con* 
vincedof the soundness of Horace's advice to pnbltsh ^ 
aothin^ in haste ; soitiuch advantage have I derived 
from doing that twice which I thought t had accom- 
plished notably at once. He indeed fecoipmehds 
nine years'' imprisonment of your vefses beforp yoU ^ 
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$aod t^em abtjoad }, .but the niotb part xxf that Jtiioe^ 
is>. J,bdieye,^as m^ch as there is need of to open .a 
mi^'s eyes upon bis own defecta, and to secure him 
from the danger of premature self-approbation. Nei- 
ther oc^ht it .to be. forgotten that ninc^ years^ make so 

Vide^anintery£^lJ3etw,een th,e Gup and the lip, that a 
thousand things may. fall. 6ut between. New engage- 
ments, may occur, which may make the finishing pf 
that, wbich.apoet hasbegun,impossible. In nineyears 

- ^ may. rise into a situation, or he may sink into one, 
^itterly, iucompiM^ible with hi§ purpose. His consti- 
tution may. break ir^nine years, and sickness may dia- 
quaUfy him.for improvingc'what he entetprised in the 
days of health. . His inclination may change, atid he 
may* find some other employment more agreeable, 

. or another poet jnay enter upon the same work, and 
get the .start of him. Therefore, my friend Horace, 
though I acknpwledge .your principle to be good, I 
must.co)[ifess that I think the practice you would 
^ound upon it carried to an extreme- The rigour 
that I exercised upon the first book, I intend to 
exercise upon all that follow, and hav.e now actu^ 
ally advanced into the middle of the seventh, no 
where admitting more than one line in fifty erf" the 
first translation. You must not imagine that I had 
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been careless dnd hasty in the first instance.' In truth 
I had not; but in rendering so excellent a poet a» 
Homer into oiir language, there are so many points to 
be attended to both in respect of language and num- 
bers, that a first attempt must be fortunate indeed if 
it does not call loud for a second. You saw the spe- 
' cimen, and you' saw (I am sure) one great fault in it ; 
I mean the harshness of some of the elisions. I do 
not altogether take the blame of these to myself, for 
into some of them I was actually driven and hunted 
by a series of reiterated objections made by a critical 
friend, whose scruples and delicacies teazed me out 
of all my patiencel But no such monsters will be 
found in the volume. 

Your Brother Chester has furnished me with 
Barnes's Homer, from whose notes I collect here and^ 
there some useful information, and whose fair and? 
legible type preserves me from the danger of being as^ 
blind as was my author. I «aw a Sister of yours at; 
Mr. Throckmorton's, but I am not good at makingc 
myself heard across a large room, ^nd therefore no-, 
thing passed between us. I felt however, that sherr 
was my friend's Sister, and much esteemed her for: 
your sake. ,^ 

Ever yours, W. C. 

Vol, 9, Cc 
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P. S^'^^Tfae swan is called 4^gutut(l BappoR| 
# mm arguendb, and canerus a nm canenda. But wbe* 
Aer he be dttmb or vocal^ more poetical than the 
eagle or les9> it is no matt^. A feather of either, ia 
ix!>kie»i of your approbation and esteem, will never,! 
you mtl^t rest assured, be aa ofience to me. 



LETTER CXVI. 

ToLadyHESKETtL 

Olney, May 25, 1786;^. 

I have at length, my Cousin,^ 
fbuhd ttiy way into my summer abode. I believe 
tliiat I described it to 'you some time since, and will 
tfcepefore now Ifeave it uiidescribed. I will only say' 
that I am writing in a band-box, situated, at least in 
Bly account, delightfully, because it has a window itf 
en^side that opens into that orchard, through which asr 
1 aicn sitting here, I shall see you often pass,and which 
tlierefore I already prefer to all the orchards in the 
world. You do well to prepare me for all possible 
delays, Ibrecause in this Ulfe all sorts of disappointments 
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'ttre possible, and I shall do well, if any such delay of 
your journey should happen, to practice that lesson . 
of patience which you inculcate. But.it is a lesson, 
which even with you for my teacher, I shall be slow 
to learn. Being sure however that you will not pro- 
t*rastinate witiitout cause,I will make myself as easy as 
i can about it, and hope the best. To convince you 
how much I am under discipline, and good advice, I 
will lay aside a fevoritc measure, influenced in doing 
«o by nothing but the good sense of your contrary 

> opinion. 'I had set my heart on meeting you at New- 
port. In my haste to see you once again, I was will- 
ing to overlook many awkwardnesses I could not but 
foresee would attend it. 1 put them aside so long as I 
only foresaw them myself, but since I find that you 
foresee them too, I can nb'lohger deal so slightly with 
them. ' It is therefore determined that we meet at 
Olney. Much 1 shall feel, but I will not die if I can 
help it, and I beg that you will take all possible care 
to outlive it likewise, for I know what it is to be 
balked iii the moment of acquisition, and should be 
loth to know it again. 

Last Monday in the evening we walked to 

. Weston,according to our usual custom. It happened, 
owfeg to a inistake of tiime, that we set out half an 
^Cc2 
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houF sooner than usual. Tiirs mistake tvBdiscotercd, 
while we were in the wilderness. So, finding, tliat w6 
had time before us, as they say,Mrsr.Unwin proposed(, 
that we shquld go into thaivillage,. and. take a view 
of the bouse, that I had just mentioned to you* Wc 
did so, and found it such a one as iu most respects 
woiald »uit you well. But Moses Brown „ our vicar,: 
whoj as I told you, is'in hia eighty-sixth year, is bqI 
bound to die for that reason. He said himself, wheii 
he was here last summer, that he should live.t^n y^rs 
longer, and for ought that appears so he may; In 
which case, for the sake of its near neighbourhood 
to us, the vicarage has charms for me that no otbef 
place can rival. jBut this, and a thousand things 
more, shall be tjilked over when you come. 

We have been industriQUsly cultivating our ac- 
quaintance with ourWestoh neighbours since I wrote 
last, and they on their part have been equally dili- 
gent in the same cause. I have a notion that we shad 
all suit well. I see much in them both that I admire* 
You know perhaps that they are Catholics. 

It is a delightful bundle of praise, my Cousin, 
that you have sent me. AU jasmine and lavender. 
Whoever the lady is, she has evidently an admirable 
pen^ and a cultivated mind. If a person reads^Hlfi 
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sio natter: iifiyhat language, and if tke mind b6 in- 
formed, it is no matter whether that mind belongs .to 
a.man or a.wonian. The taste, and the judgment, 
will receive the benefit alike in both. Long belfore 
the Ti^sk was published, I made an experiment one 
drty, being in a frolicksome mood, upon my friend: — 
We were walking in the garden, and conversing on. 
a subject ^similar to these lines^^ 



Jbt .few that pray at all, pray oft* aimss, ' 
And seeking grace t'improve the present good^ 
\yould urge a wiser suit than asking more* 



1 r^pttated them, and said to him w ith an air ofnon* 
i^iclmce^ " Do you recoHect those lines? I have 
«ecn them somewhere, where are they ? He put on 
a considering face, and after some deliberation re- 
plied—" Oh, I will tell you wliere they must be — ^in 
tfee Night-Tfeougbts/^ I was glad my triai turned 
out so well, and did not undeceive him. I mention 
this occurrence only in confirmation 'of the' letter^ 
writer's opinion, but at the same time I do assure 
you, oft the faith of an honest man, that I never m 
my life'dtsigned an imitation jof Ypung; or of a.ri^r 
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other ^ritQr; fot midiicry is my nWamocer ^ lea«<^ 
in. poetry. 

Assure ymirself, my dearest Cotwiii, that both 
for ypur sake, sjijce yoii niake a pmiit 6f it^ and for* 
my own> I will be as philosoi^icaUy careful as possir 
ble that these fine nerves of mine shaU not be he^ 
yond measure agitated, when you ^nriYt, , In trath^ 
there is much greater probability that they will be. 
benefitted, and greatly too. Joy of heart, firom what- 
ever occasion it may arise, is the best of all nervoun 
medicines, and I should not wonder if such a turii 
given to my spirits, should have even a lasting effect, 
of the most advantageous kind, upon them. Yon 
must not imagine neither^ that I am on the whole ii^ 
any g^e;jaf d^ree subjeet to nervous a^ections; oc-< 
q^ion^ly I am, and have b^en these tftany yeart 
much liabte to dejection. But ^t int^rvals^andsoimef 
timei^ for an interval of weeks, pb cr^ture would bus? 
pect it^ For I have not that which commonly is a 
symptqn^o^ such a case belonging tp mftr I mesA 
extraordinary elevation ia the abrsepp^ of Mr* Blueif 
devil. • When I am in th^^ b^t; health, piy tide of ani-r 
j)^al.sprightUness flows wi^ grei^t eqiia^ii^i so that J 
am neyep, at any time, exalted h)»propor1^i€q^a I an^ 
someti;;nes depressed. My depressip^ has a c^fise^ 
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»nd if that cause were to eease, I «hould be as chcer*- 
ful thenceforth, and perhaps for ever, as any-maa 
need be. But, as I have often said, Mrs. Unwin 
shall be my expositor. 

Adieu, my beloved Cousin. God grant that 
oui: friendship, which while we could see each other, 
never suffered a moment^s interruption, and Which ^ 
so long a separation has not in the least abat^, may 
glow in us to our lastheyur, and be tenewtd ift abetf 
ter world, there to be perpetuated for ev^^ 

^ For you mu^t know that I should not lov^ /^ 
you half so well, if I did not believe, you would be 
my friend td eternity. There is not room enough 
for friendship to unfold itself in full bloom, in such 
a nook of life as this. Therefore i am^ -and mu^t, 
itnd wiflfc*, 

: t ./_■ • ■ '-. ; . ,' . 

Yours for ever. 



V 
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LETTEft CXVIf • 

: . To Lady H^SKETH, 

plney. May S9, 1786. 

Thou dear, comfortable Cour 
sin, who^^e letters among all that I receive, Jiave thi^ 
property peculiarly their own, that I jexpect theia 
without trembling, andneyer finci any thing in fhenj 
that does not give me pleasure ; for which, therefore, 
1 would take nothing in exchange, that the wotl4 
eoqld give me, save, and except that, for which I 
inust exchange them soon, (and happy sh^U 1 be tQ 
jio so) your, own company. That, indeed, is. delay 7 
ed a little top long: to my impatience, at lisast, .it 
seems so, who find the spring, backward as it is, toq 
forward, becauge many of its beauties will have faded 
before you will have ap apportunity to gee them. 
We took pur customary walk ye?terd?iy in the wtUer-: 
ncs;^atWe|;tpn,andsaw, with regret, ^he laburnums^ 
syringag, and guelder-roses, some of them Upwn, 
and others just upon the point pf blowing, and could 
pot help observingT— -all these wiU be gone before 
Lady Hesketh comest Stilly l^owfsver, therp willb^ 
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ix>ses, and jasmine, and faoney^suckle, and shady 
walks, and cool alcoves, and you will partake than 
with us* But.l want you to have a ^hare of every 
thin^g that is delightful here, and cannojt bear that the 
advancje of the season should 3teal away a ^ipgle 
pleasure before you can come to epjpy it, • 
. . Every day I think of you, and almost all ^oy 
long ; I will venture to say, that even you were 
never so expected in your life. I called last week at 
the Quaker's to see the furniture of yoUr bed, the 
hme of which had reached me. It is, J assure you, 
superb, of {Mrin ted cotton, and the subject classical. 
Every morning you will opep your eyes on Phaeton 
kneeling to Apolio, and implodng his father to grant 
him the conduct of his chariot for a day. May your 
sleep be as sound, as your bed will be sumptuous, 
and your nights, at least, will be well provided for. : 
I shall send up the sixth aud seventh hooks of 
the.Iliad shortly, and shall address them to yoq. 
You will forward them to the GeaweiraK I long to 
sfaewyou my workshop, and to see you sitting oi) the 
opposite side of my table, ^eshall be as elope packed> 
aaJ;i^o was. figures in an old fashioned picture irame*. 
I am writing in it now. It is tke. place in which I 
febricate all my vei^e in summer tiqie. I rose ap liput 
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fKxmer thaB usual, this morning) that i might finish 
[ my sheet before breakfast, for I muat write this day 
to the General. 

The grass, under my wi)idow6, is all btepangled 
trith d6w^d/6ps, and the birds are singing in the ap^ 
pie trees, among the blossoms. Never poet had % 
nK>re commodious oratory, in which, to invoke his 
Muse. : 

I have made your heart ache too often, my 
tK>or dear Cousin, with talking about my fits of dejec- 
tion. Something hns happened that has led me to the 
subject, or I would have mentioned them more spsur^i 
ingly. Do not suppose, or suspect, that I treat you 
with reserve, there i& nothing, in which I am con* 
oemed, that you shall not be made acquainted With. 
But the tale is too long for a letter. iwiU only add^ 
foryour present Mtis&daon, that the cause is not ex^ 
Ijerfor, that it is not within the reach e£ human aid, 
and that yet I have a hope myself and Mrs^ Unwiaa 
(OrctiOg pirsuaston of its i?emoval. I am indeed wen 
now, and have beeu for a considerable time».8ensib& 
df a change for the better, aild expect, with .good 
iseason, a comfortaUe lift from you. Guess then^ my 
belbVed. Cousin, with what wishes I look forward to 
A& time of youranivab ftom whose coming I promise 
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mjself, fiot osdy .{deasur e^ Imt peace of mind, at least 
an additional share of it* A( pneseot it itsi aorcuBcer*^ 
taia and trapst^t guest with me, but the joy with 
which I ahall dee^ and converse with, you at 01n«y, 
peFhaps, make it an abiding cfne, 



LETTER CXVIII, '^ 

To Lady HES.KETH, ' * 

01n©y, June 4 and 5, 1786, 

Ah ! my cousin, you begin 
already to fear and quake. What a hero am I, com-r 
pafed with you. I have no fears of you. On the 
contrary am as bold as a lion, I wish that your car* 
i4ag6 were even now at the door. You should soon 
see, with how much courage I would face you. But 
^hat cause have you for fear ? Ami not your Cou- 
sin, with whom you have wandered in the fields of 
Freemantle, and at Bevis's mount ? Who used to 
. lead to you, laugh with you, till our sides have ached, 
ftt any thing, or QOthing ? And am I in these rem 
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«pects at all altered ? You t^illnot find mes^;: but. 
just as ready to laugh,' and to wander, las you ever 
knew me. A cloud, perhaps^ may come ;oyer me. 
Qow and then, for a few hours, but from cloiids.I 
,was never exempted. And are notyiOU the ideptical 
Cousin with whom I have performed all these 
feats > The very Harriet whom I saw, for the first 
time, at De Grey's in Norfolk-street ? (It was on % 
Sunday, when you came with my Uncle and Aunt to 
drink tea there, and I had dined there, and was just 
going back to Westminster.) If these things are so, 
and I am sure tb^t you cannot gainsay a syllable of 
them all, then this consequence follows ; that I dp 
not promise myself more pleasure from your com- 
pany than 1 shall be sure to find. Then you are my 
Cousin, in whom I always delighted, and in whom 
I doubt not, that I shall delight^ even to my latest 
hour. But this wicked coach-maker has sunk my 
spirits. )Vha^ a misemble thiqg it i^ to dependy in 
any degree, for jthe apcomplifhinent of a wish, 9nd. 
' that wish$o fervenf:, on the punctuality cf a creatiiiie, 
who, I suppose, was neyer punctual in his Ufe ! Oo 
^U him, my desu*, in ordpr to /quicken him, that if 
lie performs his promise, he ^baljt make my c%)9p}u 
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when I want one, anS tKat if he performs it not, I 
will ioaost assuredly employ some other man ^ 

The Throckmortods* sent a note to invite us to 
dinner— we went, and a very agreeable day we hadl 
They made no fuss with us, which I was heartily glad 
to see, for where I give trouble, I am sure that I can- 
not be welcomfe. Themselves, and th^ir chaplain, 
and we, were all the party. After dinner we had 
much cheerful and pleasant talk, the particulars of 
which might not perhaps be so entertaining upoa pa- 
per, therefore, all but one, I will omit, and that I will 
mention only because it will of itself be sufficient to 
give you an insight into their bpinio^ on a very im* 
portant subject — their own religion. I happened to 
aay, that in all professions and trades, mankindaffect* 
c4 an air of mystery. Physicians, I observed, in paf^ 
ticular, were olyects-^of that remark, who pfsrsist in 
prescribiog in Latin-, many times, no doubt, to the 
hazard of a patient^s life, through the ignoraince of 
igin apothecary. Mr. Trockmorton assented to what 
J said, and turning to his chaplain, to my infinite stu^ 
prise, observed to him, *' That is Just as absurd a4 
our praying in Latin/* I could have hugged him Cor 
his liberality, and freedom from bigotry, but thought 
jt rather more decent to let the matter pass without 
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hnyriAhh notice. 1 therefore heard it widi jdeasun!^ 
and kept my ideasure to myself. The two ladies in the 
mean time uTene a f£te«-a-46te in the drawing-room ; 
Their conversation turn^ principally (as I afterwards 
leanied from Mts* Unwvn) On a most delightful to- 
^, Tiz. myself. In the first place, Mrs. Throckmor- 
Mb iidmii^d my book, from whith she quoted by 
beart tt^ore t^an I could repeat, though I so lately 
mrcAe it. Inlshort, my dear, I cannot proceed to re- 
late <^hat she fiaid of the book, and the book's author, 
for that abominable modesty that I cannot even yet 
get rid of. Let it Suffice to say, that you, who are 
disposed to tove every body, who speaks kindly of 
your CouBiii,'Will certainly love Mrs. Throckmorton, 
when yott shall be told what she said of him, and 
that you wiii be told is equally certain, because it 
depends on Mrs. Unwin. It*is a very convenient 
thmg^to have a Mrs. Unwin, who will tell you many 
a^iood long stoiy forme, that I am not able to tell 
for myself* I am however not at all in arrears to our 
neighbours in the matter of admiratTon and esteem, 
but' the more I know, the more I like them, and 
haVe nearly an affection for them both. I am de- 
lighted! that the Task has so large a share of the ap- 
{>r6bation of your sensible Suffolk friend. 
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1 rffieiyed jesteiA&y from theGeneral, anotiier 
ktter of T. S. An unkaown auxiliary having started 
Hpm my behalf, I believe I shall leave the. business 
of answering to him, having no leisure myself for 
controversy. He lies very open to a veiy effectual 
reply. • 

My dearest Cousm adieu ! I hope to write to 
you but once more before we meet. But Oh ! thb 
coach-maker, and Oh ! this holiday week ! 

Yours, with impatient desire to see you, 

w. a 



LETTER CXIX. 

To JOSEPH HILL, ^sq. 
i Olney, June 9, 1785- 

MY DEAR PRIBND, 

• The little time that I can 

devote to any other purpose than that of poetry, is 
a you may suppose stolen. Homer is urgent. Much 
i^ done, but much remains undone, and no school- 
boy is m<Mre attentive to the performance of his daily 
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ta^k than' t am, Yow will therfcfore' excuse me, if, 
at pres^ent, I am both uoffequent and short. 

The pap^ tells me that the Chanc^Hor has re-» 
lapsed, and I am truly sorry to hear it. ' The first at-* 
tack was, dangerous, but a second must be niore for- 
midable still. It is not probable that I should ever 
hear from him again if he survive ; yet of the much 
that I should have felt for him, had our conneSuon 
never been interrupted, I still feel much. Every 
body vi^ill f§el the loss of a man, whose abihties have 
made him of such general importance. 

I correspond again with Coliiian, and upon the 
most friendly footing, and find in his instance, and in 
some others, that ail intimate intercourse, which has 
been only casually suspended, not forfeited on either 
side by outrage, is capable not only of revival, but 
improvement. 

I had a letter some time since from your Sister . 
Fanny, that gave me great pleasure. Such notices 
from old friends are always pleasant, and of such plea- 
sures I have received many lately. They refresh the 
remembrance of early days, and n&ke me young 
again. The noble institution of the Nonsense Club, 
will be forgotten when we are gone who composed 
it, but I often think of your most heroic line, writ* 
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ten at one of our meetings, and especially think of 
it when I am translating Homer. 

" To whom replied the Devil yard-long- taiPd.'^ 

There never was any thing more truly Grecian 
than that triple epithet, and were it possible to intro- 
duce it into either Iliad or Odyssey I should certainly 
steal it. I am notir flushed with expectation of Lady 
.Hesketh, who spends the summer with us. We hope 
to see her next week. We have found admirable 
lodgings both for her, 'and her suite, and a Quaker 
in this town, still more adaiirable than they, who, 
as if he loved her as much as I do, furnishes them 
for her with real elegance. 

w.c. 
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The letters which I have just imparted to mjr 
reader, exhibit a picture so minute, and so admirable^ 
of the life, the studies^ and the affections of Cowper, 
during the period to which they relate, that they re- 
quire no comment from his biographer. They must 
render all who read thei^ intimately acquainted with 
the writer, and the result of such intimacy must be, 
what it is at once my duty, and my delight, to pfo- 
* mote, an increase of public affection for his enchant* 
ing character, an effect which all his posthumous 
compositions are excellently suited to eitend and 
confirm ! 

It is now incumbent on ine to relate the con* 
sequences of a visit so fondly expected by the poet, 
^nd happily productive of a change in his locd 
.situation. 

It does not always happen, when the heart and 
fancy have indulged themselves with such fervency 
in a prospect of delight, from the renewed society of 
a long absent friend, it does not always happen that 
the pleasure on its arrival proves exactly what it pro- 
mised to, be on its approach. "But in the present 
case, to the honor of the two friends concerned, the 
delightful vision was followed by a reality of delight, 
Cowper was truly happy in receiving, and settling. 
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life belovedjthough long unseen, relation, ashis neigh- 
bour; she was comfortably lodged in the vicarage of 
Olney, a mansion so near to his residence, and so 
commodious from the private communication be- 
tween their two houses, that the long separated, and 
most seasonably re-united friends, here enjoyed all 
the easy intercourse of a domestic union. 

Cowper derived from this fortunate event not 
only the advantage of daily conversation with ano- 
ther cultivated mind, in affectionate unison with his 
own> but as his new neighbour had brought her car- 
riage and horses to Olney, he was gradually, tempted 
to purvey, in a wider range, the face of a country that 
he loved, and to mix a little more with its most wor- 
thy inhabitants^ His life had been so retired at Olney, 
4hat he had not even extended his excursions to the 
neighbouring- town of Newport-Pagnell in the <5ourse 
of many years ; but the convenience of a carriage, 
induced him, in August, to visit Mr, Bull, who re- 
sided there— the friend to whose assiduous attention 
he had felt himself much obliged in a season of men- 
: tal depression. A few lettersrof Cowper to this gen- 
tleman are so expressive of cordial esteem, and so 
agreeably illustrate the character of each, that I shaU 
take this opportunity of making a short selection 

Dd2 
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from the priyate papers, of which the kindness of the 
person to whom they are addressed, has enabled me . 
to avail myself. When Cowper published the first 
volume of his Poems, Mr. Bull wrote to him on the 
occasion: The answer of the poet, March 24, 1789, 
I reserve for a future part of my work. A subse- 
quent letter, dated, October 27th in the ^ame yedf, 
opens with this lively paragraph:-^— • 

'^ Mon aimahle and tres cJier Ami^ 

'* It is nat in tiie' power of 
" chaises, or chariots, to carry you, where my afiTec- 
" tions will not follow you ; if I heard, that yott 
" were gone to finish your da} s in the Moon, 1 - 
'^ should not love you the less ; but should c6ntem» 
" plate the place of your abode, as often as^it ap* 
" peared in the Heavens, and say— Farevrell, my ^ 
*' friend, for ever! Lost ! but not foi^otten ! Lrve 
" happy In thy lanthem, and smoke the remainder 
" of thy pipes in peace! Thou art rid of earth, 
^' at least of all its cares, and so far cart I rejoice ia 
*' thy removal; and as to the cares that are to be 
*' fi3und in the Moon, I am resolved to suppois^ 
>« them lighter than those below— ^-^hesvier tbejr 
*^ can hardly be/' 
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. The letter closes with a sentence, tliat ascef*. 
tains the date of those, translations from the poetry 
of Madame Guion, which I have already mentioned, 
;^s i^xecuted at the request of Mr. Bull. — " Madame 
Guion is finished^ butnot quite transcrilied/* In a 
subBequ^nt letter he spfeaks of these, and of other 
poems. I insert the passage, and a preceding para- 
graph in'wbich he expatiates on thunder-storms with 
the feelings of a poet, and with his usual felicity of 

expression, " I was always an admirer of thun- 

" der- storms, even befwe I knew, whose voice I 
" heard in them; but especially an admirer of thun- 
" der rolling over the great waters. ' There is some. 
" tiring singularly majestic in the sound of it at sea, 
" where the eye and the ear have uninterrupted op-- 
" portunity of observation, and the concavity above 
"being made spacious reflects it with more advan- 
" tage, I have consequently envied you your situa- 
" tion,and the enjoyment<)f those refreshing breezes, 
*' that belong to it We have indeed beqn regaled 
" with some of the bursts of aetherial music,— -The 
" peals have been as loud, by the report of a gentle- 
" man, who lived many years in the West-Indies; as 
*' were ever heard in those islands, and the flashes as 
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*« spendid. But when the thunder preaches, an ho- 
" rizon bounded by the ocean is the only sounding- 
-board/'. 

" I have had but little leisure, strange as it 

" may seem, and that little I devoted for a month 

" after your departure to Madame Guion. I have 

" made fair copies of all the pieces I have produced 

M on this last occasion, and v«rill put them into your 

/* hands, v^hen we meet. They are yours, to serve 

♦« you as you please ; -you may take, and leave, as 

.*^ you like, for my purpose is already served; they 

♦' have ^unused me, and I have no farther demand 

^* upon them. The lines upon Friendship however, 

♦^ which were not sufficiently of a piece with the 

. ^* others, will not now be wanted. I have some 

*' other little things, which I will communicate when 

^^ time «ball 3erve; but I cannot now transcribe 

What the author here modestly calls, ^^ The 
. lines on Friendship," I regard as one of the most ad- 
ipirable among his minor poems. Mr. Bull, who 
Jia^i been induced to print the translations from 
Madame Guion, by an apprehension of their being 
surreptitiously and inaccurately published, has in- 
serted these stanzas pr Friendship, in the little 



Digitized by 



Google 



425 

volume that he imparted to the public, from the press 
of Newport- Pagnell; but as the poem is singularly 
beautiful, and seems to have been re-touched by 
its author, with an attention proportioned to its merit, 
I shaH introduce it here, in a corrected 8tat§, and 
notice such variations as I find in the two copies 
l>efore me. 
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OK 

FRIENDSHIP, 



lOIlCITIA KISI iKTElfe BONOS ESSE KQ« POTEST, 



What virtue can we name, or gracq, 
3ut men unqualified and base, 

Will boast it their possession ? ' 
profusion apes the noble part 
Of liberality of heart ; 

And dullness of discretion. 

But as the gem of richest coist 
Is ever counterfeited most j 
So always imitatioiv 



VARIATIONS. 

I !• What virtue, or what misntal grace. 

11 If ev'ry polUhed gem we find, 

Illuminating heart or mind, 
Provoic'd to imitation, 
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Employs the utmost skill she caa 
To counterfeit the faithful man^ 
The friend of loug ionllaiv^ 

jSope will proaouDce i»e too «ever«^ ; 
But long experience speaks ine i?)ear> 

Therefore, that censure scorning, 
I will proceed to mark the shelves. 
On which so inany dash themselves, 

And give the simple warQing* 



VARIATIONS, 

/ 
No wonder friendship does the samci 

That jewel of the purest flame, 

Or rather constdtation* 

m No knave, but boldly will pretend 

The requisites that form a friend, 

A real, and a sound one j 
Nor any fool he would deceive, 
^ut prove as ready to believe, 

/Vnd dream, that he has found one^ 
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4. 



Voatbi uoadmoiushM by a guide. 
Will trust to any fair outside : 

An error soon corrected ! 
For wko, but learns, with riper years. 
That aani when smoothest he appears^ 

• It most to be suspected. 

5. 

But here again a danger lies ; 
Jjestf thus deluded by our eyes, 

And taking trash for treasure. 
We should when undeceiy'd, conclude^_ 
Friendshipi imaginary good, 

A mere Utopian pleasure. 



VARIATIONS, 

IV— — •!♦ Candid, and getierous, and just 

2, Boys care but little, wjiom they trust. 

V 2. Lest, having misemploy'd bur eyes, 

4. We should unwaiily conclude 

5. Friendship a false ideal good. 
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6. 

An acquisition rather rare 
Is yet no subject of despair ; 

Nor should it seem distressful^ 
If either on forbidden ground, 
Or» where it was not to be foundi 

We spught it i^i^successful. 

7. 

No friendship will^bide the test, 
That stands on sordid interest 

And me^n self-love erected ; 
Nor such, as may awhile subsist 
Twixt sensualist and sensualist, 

For vicious ends connected. 



VARIJkTIONS. 



VI -3. Nor is it wi&e complaining, 

(S. We sought without attaining. 

VII-— -5« Between the sot and sensualist. 



Digitized by 



Google 



ias 



», I 



Who hopes a fripod^ should haire af^^art 
Himself, well f\iinisih^d for il^e p^|, 

An4 ready oa occasion 
To shew the yirjijie thai he^I^ ; 
For 'tis aimnip^ th^t b^pje^M .'^ 

A just reciprQc^tipn. , 



ifiiiM 



VARIATIONS. 

VIII " Who seeks a friend, should come dispos'd^ 

T' exhibit, in full bloom disclos'd, 

The graces and the beauties, 
That form the character he seeks. 
For 'tis an union that bespeaks 

Reciprocated duties. 

Mtttttal attention is implied, ' 
And equal truth on either side'. 

And constantly supported ; 
'Tis senseless arrogance, t' accuse 
Another of sinister views. 

Our own as much distorted, 

Bui will sincerity suffice ? ... 

It is indeed above all price. 

And must be made the basis. 
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A fretful temper will divide 

The closest knot that may be tied. 

By ceaseless sharpt corrosion : 
A temper passionate said fierce 
May suddenly your joys disperse 

At one imiiMiiise «K|ileaiea. ^ ' 

10. 

In vain the talkative unite 

With hope of permament delight ; 

Ttie secret just committed 
They drop through mere ^desire to prate,. 
Forgetting its impoitalit weight, 

And by themselves outwitted. 

••> 
How bright soe'er the proB^dbt ise6m», 
All thoughts of friendship ate Mtdreatts, 
If envy chance to 6feep in. 



VARIATIONS. 

But ev'ry virtue of the sovA ' 
Must sonstitute the 4^harmiDg'whdl#, 
All Bhining in their flkciss. 
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An enrious tnan^ if y<yti succeed^ 
May prove a dang'rous foe indeed, 
But iiot a friend worth keepings 

13. 

As envy pines at good possess'd^ . 
So jealousy looks forth distressed, 

On good, that seems approaching ; 
And, if success his steps attend, 
Discerns a rival in aVriend, 

And, hates him for encroaching. 

13. 

Hence authors of illustrious name, 
Unless telied l^y common fame, 

Are sadly prone to quarrel ; 
To deem the wit a friend displays 
So much of loss to their own praise. 

And pluck each othet's laurel. 



14. 

A man renowned for repartee^ 
Will seldom scruple to make free. 
With friendship's finest fecfUn;;. 
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c 

Will thrust a dagger at your bMttt; 
And t^ you, 'twas a special jeit| 
By way of balm for healing: 

15. 

Beware of tatlers ! keep your ear 
Close«stopt against the tales they beari 

Fruits of their own infeatipn L 
The separation of chief friends. 
Is what their kindness most intends ;' 

Their sport is y«ur dissension. 

16. 

Friendship thatwantonly admits 
A joco-serious play of wits 
la brilliant altercation, 



VARIATIONS. 

XIV 5. . And say he wounded you in jest, 

XV— -Who keeps an open ear 

For tatlers, will be sure to hear 

The trumpet of invention. 

Aspersion is the babler's trade. 

To listen ijs to lend him aid, 

Aud rush into contention : 
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like hand^ift^lMKM) tt)ftntote^^kta# 
ban j[|if W l^bfldbg^ii^ioii. 

Some sicWfr^cmtuFes boast a wul 
True? -^ Ihe wedlte tto tke pok 5 

Yit lifting, lUfie the ^atlbOf, 
The needle's constancy f(»ego 
For any bovdty;, aad Adw 

Its vaiiatiom ralber. 

Insensibility nakos MJOe 
Unseasonably deaf and diirofe^ 

When most yc«r«^cd theW pity. 



VARIATIONS* ' 

XVI— —1 • ; A friendship, that in frequeWt fits 
Ofcontroversial rage, emits . 
The sparks of disputation- 

XVII— 3. Their humour yet so varidusi' 

They manifest their whole life througli 
The needle's deviation too, 

Thieir love ii 50 precarious. . 
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^m waiting, till the- tears shall fall 
From Gog and Magog in Guildhall, 
Those play things of the city. • 

"Hie gt^dat and small but raiely idoeet 
On t^rms of amity complete : 

. Th' attempt would scarce be madder^r 
Should any, from the bottom, hope 
At one huge stride, to reach the top 
Of an erected ladder. 

* This wai written before the rem«>val of them 



YAiLlAriOiXS. 

XlX'-'^d. Plebians must surrender, 

And yield solhuch to noble folk, 
It is combining fire with smokey »^ \ 
• Obscurity with splendor. J 

Some are so placid and serene^ 
(As Irish bogs are alW£|jrs green) 

They sleep secure from waking. 
And are indeed a bog, that bears 
Your unparticipated cares, 

iJnmov'd, and without quaking.. 

Vol. 2 E b 
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CbUrtier and patriot cannot m\x. 
Their heterogeneous politics 

Without an effcrtcscncc. 
Such as of 9alU with lemoti^juice. 
But which is rarely known t' induce^ 

Like that, » coalescence. 

Religion should extinguish strife^' 
And make a calm of human life ; 

Bulavoa those^ who difier 
Only on topics left at large^ 
How fiercely will they meet and charge! 

No combatants are stiffejv 



VARIATIONS. 

XX-—— 4* Like that of salts with lemon-juice, 
Which does not yet like that produce 
A friendly coalescence* 

^ XX I ' i i Oa poiiOs wUch God Im left i^t.lf rge. 
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29. 

To provei alas ! my imaia iat^nl^ 
Needs no great cost of argament. 

No cutting and comtriving* , 
Seeking a real friend we seem, 
T' adopt the cfaymist's golden dream 

With still less hope of thriving. 

23. 

Then judge before you chuse your man. 
As circumspectly as you can,^ 
And| haying npade elation, 



VARIATIONS* 

XXII—-— 1. To prove at lattmy main intetitj 
Needs po expence of argument^ 

Sometimes the fault is all yottr own. 
Some blemish in due time made known 

By trespass or omission : 
Sometimes occasion brings to light 
Our' friends* defect, long hid from sights 

An4 cv?n from suspicion; 

XXlII 1 . Then judge yourself, and pro?6 your man* 

Ek2 
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S«e, that no disrespect of yours. 
Such, as a friend but ill endurcs» 
Enfeeble his affoction*. 

It is not timber, lead, and stone,.' 
An Architect requires alone, 

To finish a great building, 
The' palace were but half complete. 
Could he by any chance forget 

The carving, and the gildic^ 



VARIATIONS. 
4: Beware no negHgence of yo\ix% 

That secrets are a sacred trust, 

That friends should be sincere and just, 

That constancy befits them, 
Are observations on the case, 
lliat savor much of common-place. 

And all the world admits thero. 

XXlVn 1. But 'tis not timber, lead, and stone. 

8. To finish a fine building.. 
5, If IjjB could possibly forget. 
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A5 sftnikrity of mind, 

Qr BomethiDg* not to be defin'dy 

First rivets our attention ; 
So manners deceit and polite, 
The same w,e practised at first sight. 

Must sfkYt it irom declension. . , 



'26. . 

The man, who hails you Tom or Jack, 
And proves by thnmping on your back 

His sense of your great merit. 
Is such a friend^ that one had need 
Be very much his friend indeed 

To pardon, or to bear it. 



VAJRIAXIONS. 

XXV 3. First fixes our attention ; 

XXVI— -1 . The man, that hails you Tom or Jack, 
And proves by thumps upon ypur backi 
Hpw |i« «»tfems your merit. 
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S«me friends make Aik 'Qidf >ir<»tetli (kh« 
'' Say Uttl^ 6XA hm tUl p4 tM f^^-^^^^ 

Safe pdlicy, but liateful ( 
So bamn sahd^ imbibe thfe ihowV, 
But rdld6^ neiitier ^ruit not ftowV| 

Unpleasaniy and ungrateful. 

28. 

Th^ wh^per triTial things^ and small ; 
Bui to communicate at all 

tPhing^ teriotiHf deem inl^roper* 
Their fdbculence afid froth they show. 
But keep their best contents below, 

Just like a sipimMng copper 



VARIATIONS. 

XXVII-*— —I* jSome act upon this prudent plan- 

XXVIII »The man (I trust) if shy to me, 

Shall find toe as reserved as hfli 
Ko subterfuge or pleading 

I vMir by Hb item mum^in 
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These samples (tor alas ! at last 
These are but samples, and a taste 

Of evils, yet unmention'd) 
May prate the task, a tasWindeed^ 
In which 'tis mkch^ if ve tucoeed. 

However well-intention'd. 

Parsue the theme, and you shall find 
A discipline and furmsVd naind 

To be at least expedient, , 
And, after summing all the rest, 
Heligion ruling in the breast 

A piincipal ingre*lient. 

31. 

iWe friendship has in short a grace 
More than terrestrial in its face, 

^ That proves it heav'n-despandedi 



VARIATIONS. 

XXX— ^— PiiWBie thq theme, and you shaU find 
Goodaense and knowledge of mankind. 

XXXI— -^Tke noblest friendship ever shown 

The Saviwr*^ history njakes knowa^ 
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Man^ iDTe of wojnatf, not so pore, 
Nor when sincer<68t» so ^cur^ 
To last 'till life is ^tided. 



VARIAtlOKS. 

Tho' some have turnM asd turnM it| 
Andy whether befeg crazed, or blind, 
Qr seelciqg with .a biased mincj. 

Have not (it seems) 4iscern*d it, . 
Oh friendship, if my soul forego j 
Thy dear delights, while here below, 

To mortify and grieve nte; 
May I myself at last appear t 
Unworthy, base, and insincere! 

Or may my f'riend deceive mi^ ! 



This sprightly little poem contains the essence 
of alH thftt lias been said on this interesting subject 
by the best writers pf different countries. It is pleas- 
ing to reflect, that a man, who entertained such re- 
fined ideas oiF friendship, and express^ them so. 
happily, was singularly fortunate in this very impor- 
tant article of human life. Indeed he was fortunate 
in this respect to such a degree, that providence 
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•eems to have supplied hiip mo§t unexpectedly, at 
different periods of his troubled existence, with ex* 
sictly such friends, as the peculiar exigencies of his 
situation req[uired. The truth of this remark is ex^ 
amplified in the seasonable assislance, that his tender 
spirits derived from the kindness of Mrs. Unwin, at 
^Huntingdon, of Lady Austen and Ltady Hesketh, 
at Olney, and of his young kinsman,^ in Norfolk, 
who will soon attract the notice, and obtain the es- 
teem of my reader, as the affectionate superintendant 
of Cowper's declining days. To the honor of hyi- 
man nature and of the present times, it will appear, 
that a sequestered poet, pre-eminent in genius and 
(Calamity, was beloved and assisted by his friends of 
botR se^es, with a purity of zeal, and an inexhausti- 
ble ardour of affection, more resembling the friend- 
ship of the heroic ages, than the prefcarioujs attac^i- 
ments of the modern world. 



)CKI> OF TH£ SECPXP yOLU]»£, 
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LZFfi 09 COWPftR, PAET Tfi£ 8|ECQN]>« 

Letter. ^til 

The orifin df Covrper** acqitaintance wilh Lady Aiist^a* *••$ 

His poetical epistle to that lady •••••«•«•••••••••»*••• ;^ 

1781 

1 To the Rev. W. Unwjn. Duty of submittini; to injury : 

story of an Abbe ••.... July 29, • • 15 

2 To the same. His poem, Retirement ; Lady Au^en*s set- 

4li»g at Olncy •••»••• •••..•..•.• August 2^«»I7 

1782 

\^ To the saBve« On some verses of Lowfh's : on the origin of 

his correspondence with Lady Austen* « • • February 9»»7\ 

A billet and vexses from Cowper to Lady Austen, »»••••.* ^ 

/^ To the Rev.W Unwin. Observations on religious thiaracters sB 

5 To the same. On his o\tn volune of poems ; on his letter 

to the chancellor .......••.•.•.... March 18- -SO 

6 To the same. On the same subject* • • • # * • April 1 • ^S^ 

7 To the same. The dignity of ihe Latin language ; on pa* 

Fenthesis, • • • • April 27* •SS 

6 To the same. Dr. Franklin's letter ; providential escape of 
Captain Cook ^ •...•..••#• • «••«•••••>••• May 27* •S^ 

9 To the same. Oa the anxiety of an f i^Or 4^ • t JuDeJ2* -44 

10 To the same. Dispensations of Providence • • • « July l6* •^ff 

11 To the same. Account of a viper in the green-house ; 

poems of Madame Guiou ...•••♦• ^ •• ^ • t • • August 8 • • 54 

The Colubriad, a sportive poem t.^«*^ •••••«*i.«« t««.««t5$ 
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Ihte^ s6iigB written for Laity Aa^en'B ha^sichord •••••• ^g 

TIm origm of the pleasant ^oedi of John Gilpin, £4 

IS ¥o th6 Rev, W. tfnwin. John Gilpin s feats^. . . . Nov. 4 . .66 

13 To the temel On a charitable donation to the poor of Olney 

Nx)V. i«-.ed 

14 To the $ame. Dr. Beattie; trandation of Madame Guion's 

froetns •••.4# ..*.* i. fi 

17S8 

15 To the Bame, Mr. -^'a charity and benevolence* Jan 19^ •75 

t6 To the Rev* J» Newton* Nat^ens act unde^ the directmn 

of Providence^ • ••... Feb. 8 ••78 

17 To J. Hill, Esq. Favorable reception given to his poems, 

Feb. 13'>79 

l^ To the same. Dr. Franklin^s letter transcribed, Feb. 20- •SO 

19 To the same. Nations like ants ; etching of^he late chan- 

cellor,*. •*>* • rf. ........ 82 

20 To the Rev. J. Newton: Reflections on the illness of a 

friend, • • • ' April 5»> 83 

21 To the same.' On simplicity i* preaching, ••.••• May 5 • • 85 

22 To the Rev. W. Unwin. On a sermon of Filey's, May i2* -87 

23 To Joseph HilU Esq. Loss of friends a tax on long life, 

May 26* -90 

$4 To the Rev, J. Newton. Death of Mrs. C . • .May 31 • ^52 

25 To the Rev. W. Unwin. Character of the Rev. Mr. Bull, 

June S^- 83 

fi6 To the Rev. J , Newton. On his eccelesiastical history; 

remarkable mists • June 13 • '95 

27 To thejiame. On reli^ous zeal, •• June 17"99 

28 To the same. Translation of Mr. Newton's letter into 

Dutch, •..♦.. ••.. Juno SS'.lOl 

29 To the same. His love of home ; style of Robertson and . 

Gibbon, July 27-*102 

30 To the Rev. W. Unwin. On ballads; anecdote of his gold- 

finch,* «•••••••• •• • ••...••-. Aug. 4»»i06 
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3i TaAe*tm«. Madani«ipuioii^»pocins,-»»- ••••Sep*.7*»lll 

52 To the Rev. J. Newton. On his ncovery from a fever ; 

jtorj* of a clerk in a public office ••••••••#. •Sept. 8 • • 1 13 

53 To the same. Description of a visit to Mr» Sept. 23 • • 1 16 

94 To the Bev. W. Unwiji. Philosophers happy; air-balloons, 

Sept. 29. -119 

i55 To the Rev. J. Newton. Tendency of the gospei lo pro- 
mote the happiness of mankind, •• • Oct. 6 • • 124 

36 To the same. On Ihc Ameiican Loyalists, • • • • Oct. • • 128 

37 To J. Hill, Esq. Comforts of a winter evening, Oct. 20,— 131 

Originof the Task,, ^^i. ,. .,^. ,.,•......• .. ...133 

lis progress related in passages from letters to Mr. Bull,* •ISS 
A ijudden end of the poet*s intercourse with Lady Austen, 138 

38 To the Jlev. W. Unwin. Reflections on ,the unkind be- 

haviour of acquaintance, • • » • • . i # • • ...... Nov. lU. • 144 

39 To the same. :Same subject ; L'Estrange's Joseph us 

Nov. 24.. 148 

40 To the same> Account of Mr. and Mrs. Throcknxortoiv, 151 

1784. 
^41 To the same. East India Company's charter, • • • • Jan. 3 • • 1 55 

42 To the Rev. J. Newton. Departureof the old year, Jan 1 8»*1 59 

43 To the Rev. W. Unwin. State of departed spirits, Jan.* 'l^jL 

44 To the Rev. J, Net|ton. On East India 8j(fairs: lines of 

Dr. Jortin translated, c . . . . • Ian. 25» • 166 ^ 

45 To the same. Title and motto for a work of Mr. Newton's 

Feb. ..176 

46 To the same. Our fore-fathers not nervous ; Adam, as he 

appeared in a dream, ••••• \. .»•••.• ••••••Feb. 10.. 173 

47 To the same. Secret charity at Olney: parliamentary de- 

bates, ••P Feb. ••177 

'^8 To the Rev. W. Unwin. Difficulty in writing to strangers, 

Feb. 29* • 180 
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49 To the Eev. J, Newton. On the Theological MisCellany ; 

, Caraccioli*--- ••••• • ••••March 8* -185 

50 To the same. Style and spirit of Mr. Newton^s apology; 

East India patronage •••.• •-March !!• i85 

5 1 To the same. Works of Caracdoli .••••... March 19 • • 1 8* 

52 To the same. Visi|: of a candidate • • • • r March 29 •• IJO 

53 To'the same. Danger of trifling Vith our Maker ; earth- 

quake in Calabria •• • ••• April ••194 

54 To the Rev. W. Unwin. Beatti^ and Bkir ; origin of lan- 

guage •' • •April 5- • 196 

5.5 To the same. Observations on Blair's Lectures, April 25* • 200 

56 To the Rev. J. Newton. Diifeience of style hetween Beat- 

tie and Blair • • • • • • •. • • April 26- • 2O4, 

57 To the Rev. W. Unwin. On face-painting May 3 • -SOS 

55 To the same. Declines writing a sequel to John Gilpin, 

May 8. •213 

59 T9 the Rev. J. Newton. Dr. Johnson's favorable opi- 

nion of .his poems May 22* -217 

60 Tothesaroe. Same subject, •• .-June 5* •219 

61 To the Rev. W. Unwin. Tax on candles, • • • -July 3* -220 

C2 To the Rev. J. Newton. Mythology of the ancients ; the 
new taxes, • "• July5-224 

63 To the Rev. W. Unwfn. Vincent Bourne ; Hume's es- 

' say on suicide- ....•.*.. * July 12* •223 

64. To the Revd, J. Newton, Madness someitimes humourous 

and soinetiaies whiidsical, »..;... i .. . • July 19^ • 232 

65 To the same. Pleasant situation of^Lyminglon ? Mr. Oil- 

pin • •••• -July 28.-C33 

66 To the Rev, W. Unwia. On the inhabitants of the islands 

in the Pacificocean •••••••••• ••• Au^usH4--236 

67 To the Rev, J. Newton. Capt. Cook's last voyage' I6. -239 

68 To the Rev. W. Unwin. Publication oT the Task, Sep. 11 • -243 
4d To J,. Hill, Esq. Dr. Cotton truly a philosopher • • 24(J 
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70 to th« T^^* i* Ne^t^n- Effect of »0Qii4ft * • • •Sfft^ )8* ^^H 

71 To the Rev.W.Unwin. Panctuation pf bhuik ^^ne^Oct. 2*«250 

72 To the ftev. j. Hewton. On unconnected tkonghts* death 

of Captain Cook .•••...... October d«*i5S 

73 To the Rev* W. Unwin. The tendency of the Task,, mni 

erf all bis writing?^ ... f .♦•.•..♦.•%•».♦ ^ October 10» 1 25^ 

74 To the lame. On bii poem Tirocinium* • ^ -October SO* •2(i| 

75 To the Rev. J. Newfbn. San^twichJslanders, October SO* -267 

7$ To the Rev; W. Unwin. Reasons whj' an author may wish 

to keep his work secret • • • November 1 • *270 

77 To J. HiH, Esq. On the death of his mother, November • •2/S 

78 To the Rev. J. Newton. His poems, the Task tnd *KfOd- 

nium»*«»« •* «*••• ••No»emb«r 27* •275 

79 To the Rev. W. Unwin. Same subject^* •Nofembcr 29- -280 

80 To the Rev. J, Newton. On flte (kles to tiie diffeFent 

books of the Task 9 December 13* •289 

81 To the Rev. W. Unwin. Inscription of Tirocinium ; com* 

pliment tor Bishop Bagot «*•«••••••«• December ) 8 • • 286 

82 To the Rev. J. Newton. On his poem being called the 

Task Decipher 24 ••290 

85 To the Rev, W. Unwin. Subject of his poem Tirocioium* •29I 

/ 

1785 

84 To the same. D6ath of Dr. J ohhaony and an epitaph im bim 

January 15 ••^94 

85 To the same. On two smali poems^ th^ Poplar FMd «tnd 

the Rose February 7* *298 

86 To the same. Reflections on the impatience of authors, 

March 20.% 301 

87 To the same. Celebrity of Jolin Gilpin • • • • • •April 30.« -SOS 

88 To J. Hill, Esq. Description of his boudoir at Olney, 

June 25«*3P9 

89 To the Rev. W. Unwin, Account of a violent thunder 

ikiorm • • • ••.•.••...•...•.,•.♦ July 27 • •811 
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50 Todttisme. fin J^hmooH jottriMk i«» Aug Sr**3l4 

. OmperV. correspondence with Lady HeskjBth renevred by 

the pubiicadon of bia second volitmr* -dlf 

51 To Lady Hesketb. 0« ber vetUm to Ei^lapd, Qct 1^« -^tl 

92 To tbc Rev.'W. Unwin, Traniiaiion of Homer, Oct, 22- -SfS 

ifcS To Lady Hesfccth. Obfeations to a friend not irksome ; 

some account of his af^rs. • • • • • Not. 9* •S^S 

94 To the same. . Disinterestedness of his afTectibn^* • ' * *355 

95 To the Rev, W, Bagot, Bishop Bagot's charge, Nov. 9- ;335 

96 To tbt Rev, W. Unwin. Publishing bis Homer by sab- 

acription, •*..» Dec. 24f33tJ^ 

97 To Joseph HiU^ Esq. Same subfect, •«•♦«•«• Dec. 24* 538 

98 To the Rev* W. Unwin. Same subject ; anecdotes of tbe 

pooratOtoey, f.^.Dec. 31.*339 

I78fr. 

99 To Lady Hesketb. Correcting his poems, • . . • . Jan, 10- -343 

100 To the Rev. W. Unwin. On his visiting Lady Hesketb ; 

on Homer,* •?•••<•• t^** ••••••••Jan. 14»«347 

iOl To the Rev. W. Bagot. Translation of Homer, Jan. IS- -349 
2 02 To the same. Dr. Maty 's opinion of the Task, Jan, 23 • • 352 

103 To Lady Hesketb. On receiving a snuff box, with por- 

traits of his three hares, Jan. 31 ••356 

104 To the same. On her promised visit to OIney, Feb. 9. .358 

106 To the same. Vexations attendant on a variety of criti- 

cisms ; tbe Chancellor's promise, Feb. 11-. 36l 

Its To the same. On their expected meeting at OIney; 

Homer, •. ,. F^b, 19--365 

107 To the Rev. W. Bagot Death of Mrs. Bagot. Feb. 27^.369 

108 To Lady Hesketb. Elisions, in some instances allowable, 

March 6.-370 
1Q9 To the Rev. W. Unwin. On the translation of Homer, 

March 13 ••375 
lU) To J. Hill, Esq, Same subject,. April 5. .377 
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111 To. Lady Heaketlu On her postpohihg^ Ur «»tt) descrip- 

tion of the victtFage •••••••••••#• April 17 • • 378 

112 To the same. Her letters^his comfort •••*• 'April 24* •SS? 

1 13 To the same. Dr. Maty's critiqu« on his Horndr ; dH- 

scription of his own feelings ^ • • • • • • «.• •/»••• May 8 • • 385 

114 To the same. Pain and pleasure on the sight of a long« 

absent friend • • •••• ..••,.. '• May l5 • -SPS 

115 To the Rev. W: Bagot: Submission to the will of God; , 

Horace*s advice to authors . • • • • • • • • May 20- -SSS 

llG To Lady Hesketh. Gives up meeting her at Newport ; 

^ lines in the Task } state of his nerves • ^* * May 35* • 403 

1 17 To the same. Beauties of the spring ; his spirits less de- 

pressed • • • ♦ • ••••... May 2£)» • 408 

1 18 To the same. His feelings on her expected arrival ; Mr. 

and Mrs. Throckmorton^ • • ••••••• • • • June 4 & 6« ^^l 1 

119 To J.Miilly Esq. His time much occupied by Homer; 

the Chancellor's illness, •••,,..• • • June 9**41$ 

Visit of Lady Hesketh to Cowper, at Olney, • • • • • 418 

Extracu from his letters to the Rev. Mr. Bull, 419 

Poem on Ffiendship, • ••«•*•••• • ••424 
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